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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting Asiatic 


Turkey. 


flu continuation of Conlidcntial Paper No. 6959.] 



No. 1. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received January 3, 1898.) 


My Lord,^ Constantinople, December U, 1897. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Jeddah, reporting greater 
tranquillity in tho Hedjaz. 

‘ I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inolosure in No. 1. 

Consul Deuey to Sir P. Currie. 

^ Jeddah, November 30, 1897. 

1 ILVVE the honour to report tliat a few potty rohherics have taken place in this 
noighhourhood and that of Mecca, and one or two committed on sailing craft on the 
part of Redouins during tho last few weeks, but on tho whole tho Hodjaz has been 

^ Medina was relieved nearly a month ago, a largo camvan of 5 to 6,000 camels 
having proceeded there from Yomho, ns may he mentioned in oonneotion with my 
despatch No. 90 of tho 12th October. ^ .i r • i 

Since some three or four months it was half e.^pected here that the Imperial 
Government would in tho end lliid itself compelled to take some active steps for 
chastising and reducing tlic Redouins to a hotter state of discipline, but there non 
seem to ho no signs of this. Only a fortnight ago, it was reported that tho Arabs 
were collecting in largo numbers between hoi-e and ^locca for some sort of hostile 
(Icnionstnitiou ftiniinst the Grftiul ShcitHjf or Govornuioiit, but it w(>uld scoiu that wove 
])eaceful counsels i)rcvailed, and at this moment delegates are discussing at Meccji 
their grievances, with hopes of an amicable solution. _ 

It is announced, ns I have alicady reported, that the Vah will ho at Jeddah very 

shortly. ^. „ 

I have, &c. 

. (Signed) G. P. DEVEY. 


flOGO] 


R 













•Vir I‘. Currie to the Marqucst. of S'l/iVmi'ji .—{llecrirnl Jiinuiirii 3, 1898.) 


{No. 839. Confideiitml.) . . „ . 

Mv Lord Conri'inlniniile, Derrmber 21, 1897. 

' { IIAVH the lioiiom-to forward to voiir I.ordsIii|i lion'witli (s)]))' of a dospateli 
which T have recidved from Her Xfujo-sty’s Consul ut lirzcroiim, ifsiioctiii',- the views 
niid movements of Dr. Ilepworth, the re|irewnlative ol llu- •' ^ew 1 ork Her.ild, now 
tmvellio'; in .Isi.n Minor. 

I have, itc. 

(Sioned) niTI.Il* Cl-HUIE, 


Inelosnre in No. 2. 

Consul Crnrrs to >>ir /■’. Currie. 

'■ /.;,.ser..„„,,/)r„.„,f,..r8, 1S97. 

WI'IMI leferiniee to vonr Hxeellcnev's leleirrim of the Mh insl.nnt, I have the 
honour to renort Unit the sneeinl ie|ires(intative of Ihi' " New lorl; tlernld, Dr. 
Ileiiuorlh after soendin" twelve days at Bizeinnm, started on the (>th instant, for 
Biilis. .vii' nttemnt wasninde hy the 'rnrkish offleinis who nccom|mny him to dissuade 
him from visitinir liitlis, and to take him rid ErziiiKinn Hi Sivns, hut, alter a shar|i 
slrie-L-le Dr. llepworth sueeeeded in overcomini; their ohjecitons. 

"Di- llepworth .strnek me ns Isdiiv’ iinite disinterestisl and impartial with iait;anl to 
the ..Vrmeni!iii piie-slion. I»ithsides of wliieh he has had opportunities of liearinK diirins; 
his stay lit Hraeroiim. 'I'he sninit eannol he saiil of his asswiate Mr. S. Whitiimn 
hntwcs.ii whom anil Dr. llepworth eonsiilerahle iliveripmees of opinion seem to e.xist on 

this ™ oentlemen have tieen impresss'd liy what they have heard of the 

ilaie-crs of the Kunlish ipiostion, and expressed their inlentioii of tx'porting upon it 
anil'siiouestiiii,’ tlie adoption of a remeilini policy. 'I'hey are also giving a very 
fnvoumiile account of the .administration of Ins Uxcellency llatiuf I'nslia, the Vnh of 

*'^*^1 had the honour to report the suhstanee of the ahove to your Excellency hy 

leleirraph to-day. , , . 

' T have, &c. 

(Signed) It. W. miAVES. 


No. 3. 

Sir Currie to the l/iin/iirjs of Siilhburq.—{lieceieeil Junuorii 1 1, 1898.) 

Nw'l^rd'^ Constnntinopley ])rcember 27,1897. 

^ I HAVE the honour to forward to vour Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul iil Van, reporting on the slate of the 
mountiiin districts of Meuks and Shattakh and the dillicultics of relief work there. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) I'lIlLIP OUmilE. 


Inclosure in No. 3. 

Vire-Consul Elliot to Sir P, Currie. 

(^No. 60.) December 8, 1897. 

’ 1 HAVE the honour to re|Mirl that 1 returned from a tour in the mountain districts 
of Meuks and and Shattakh on the filli December. 

The weather was favourable, and I only lost one tiny owing to snow. 


The pass from Shattakh to Van is still open for pack animals, bu. owin„ to fear of 
bciii- shut up in Shattakh the drivere demand pr.ictieally prohibitive rafts. 

The povertv in Shattakh is greater than any I have seen elsewhere. ^ ^ 

ore nutnhJi s of liciirlv naked people. Food is very sairem riic seeds ol I>'j'’ra™ 

gorin aiii are collected and eaten by the people, lliesc, however, ‘'’“f ‘, 

milrimeiiltnid are injurious to heiildi. The ap,.earauce of the people lenveoi no tloubt 

’"'"At^^^ln'annmm tlr“S has been distributed, hut only to toe 
luntlshatl allowed, three times ns much might ,1:“ 

great ililiieuliv has been iibinit lood. Aliout one-thiiil ol wbai . a,,urt 

miniuiuiii ueces.sary has bean pmclitised locally. For the rest the high cost of transport 

’'"''"rhe local olliLls are co-operating and appear de.eiious "h ■‘“"j’'-'"*'” ,^1 

Tl -V are however powerless to deal with the riKit of the evil, the h wlcs»uo.sS ot tlio 

Kinds. As 11.1 instance, the Kaimakan. of Shattakh sent a 

two noted Kurds. The (Jiricer in Co.iiuiaiiil ditl not widi to cure out bn. orders, tliu „ 
it was in bis power to have done so, and rettirneil witl. ""f , p 

Very few sheep arc now owned by Aiincnians, and 

disiribul.-d liv the relief. The eontvwst between Kurdish and r .imhhm 

stiikiug. In the lornier, wheaten or barley breatl. cm -, cheese, milk, b Id.. etoU.ii. 
w.onith, and all that constitute.s eomforl lor the rtir.d t’’; 

serves lor liiel. It is for till- reason that the sheep aii.l cuttle in this countij 
"'"X a 't-l -rious deprivaliou. An important ,n,rt of Iho 

pempli’i tianl is Ibe ...ilk! chce-se, and curds. Millet bread, wahiuts.^^and gorn^ 

:::::^:^'':a.rrt^ewS'l^b:g."^^hL ^ p--- 

of the aniinalft os niontioneil above is aUo serious tlunut, S 

Imvc visilc.1 villages where fonnerly there were several thousu.ul sheep, and wliere 

M^k‘^a^o"n«n«y supplies are in most Armenia,, villages, in Shattakh at any rate, 

“'’“'’ku«U are settling in Armenia., villages, appropriating their lands and pastures, and 

L-ntn ailuS oW=V^^^^^ ^ 

'"""'i wa!tt KU^etubJtirlighurand was much struck by his advanced and liberal views 

“’“^Cs can now only be approached from Van on foot over high passes deep in snow. 
It was thus iin|K>8BibIc to do any thing but take money over. 









I handed over to Mortoolln Bey £ E. 50, and have every confidence that it will be well 
applied. 

The poverty and distress of the Armenian population of this vilayet U extreme. I find 
it impossible, however, to arrive ut a correct estimate of its amount. The safest way is to 
judge by the appcaronce of the people, and by actually searching their houses for food. 
Many hide what they have, and come into Van to beg. 

Personally, 1 do not feel disposed to trust any Anncninii either to distribute relief or 
to report correctly on those who most need it. This enormously increases the difficulty of 
helping the many who arc actually perishing from want. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. S. ELLIOT. 


No. 4. 

Sir P. Currie io the Martjuess of January 3, 1808.) 

(No. 818.) 

My liOrd, ConutatUinoplff December 30, 1807. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordshij) herewith copy of a desiwtch 
which 1 have received from Her Majesty's Consul ut Damascus, respecting the appoint¬ 
ments of iludirs in the Jchel Druse. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURB IE. 


Tnelosure in No. 4. 

Richartls to Sir P. C'wm'e. 

(No. GO.) 

Sir, DuutaaruSt December 17, 1807. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 50 of tlic lutli ultimo, reporting among 
other things, the llight to Suodah of the Mudirs of Mclah, Salkhad, Slmhha autl 
A’ahivh, the first three villages being in the Jeltel Druse while the lost mentioned is in 
the Lejali, I have now the honour to report t«i your Excellency that the Vali informed 
me in the eoiirse of a eonversntion 1 had witli him yesterday, tliai he had appointed 
new Mudii's to the three lirst named villages, and would very sliortly make a fi'csh 
appointment in the fourth. The naim^s of the now NTudirs aro Ilamoud Bey, sent to 
Slmhha, Blialil Amcr to Salkhad and Mahmoud Amcr (brother of the latter) to Nlclaii. 
Of these three functionaries, the last namwl only hu-s never previously occupieil an 
ofiurini position. 

The Vali informed me suhsoquently, in reply to my enquiries, that altliouj^h the 
lin{)erial Oovemment adhered to their resolution of nmintniuing the princtnh' of 
making the eonscription obligatory hiith for the Druses and llaurancse (Mmilems), 
yet,as a matter of fa<!t, it was not iulendi'd, as a question of policy, that this resohilinn 
should take elTeet in the iininediate future. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 

P.S.—I should mention that JIamoiid Bey, the new .Mudir of Sliuhba, is the son of 
Ihrahim Bey (nftcrwaiils Paslia) El Attinsh formerly Cuimaeam of tlie .lel>el Druse 
ami scion of the noblest Di*use family in the Haumn. 'I'hc other two Mudirs are also 
Druses. 


No. 5. 


/•’. Currit: io tbe Marquese of Salisbury .—(Received January 10.) 

Mv Constaiilinoplet January 3,1698. 

’ I HAVE the honour to forwawl to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
wliich 1 have received from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Sivas respecting a journey 
undertaken by him through the northern portion of that vilayet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 0. 

Captain ^faunse/l to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 6.) 

Sir, Sira*’, December 17, 1897. 

I HAVE the honour to forward tlie following nuh-s on my journey through 
Erzei-oum and Erzingian to my post:— 

I passed through the Cazas of Sushehri, Kochkiri, and Hafik, in the north¬ 
eastern portion of the vilayet. 

The harvCvst has been above the average, but in the cazas alwve mentioned they 
find great difiiculty in sending the corn to a profitable market. Money is scarce, and 
prices rule as low’ as 1 kilo of 160 okes for 50 piastres, or 4 ewt. for 10s. 6d. 

lam informed llial the praceods of the tithes in this vilayet, which is a fairly 
rioh one, show a deeivase of C T. 50,000 for last y(‘ar, and a further decrease of 
£ T. 50,t)()0 for this year. Tlie road from Knra-Hissur Sliarki to lC(!TOsund is scarcely 
ever in snfiieienlly goo<l repair for aralms, w’hile that from Sivjis toOnlu, by Keeheyurt 
and ilainidie, is very diflieiilt owing to the high rangt‘s crossed before reaching the 
const. 

(Jn both these ii»ads the coal of transport is too great to permit of corn being sent 
profitably to the coast. 

The tithi* (“ hedcl-i-iLshur”) is now at one-eighth instead of oue-tenth, and this 
the villager seemed to think too high. 

The military excinplion tax (“ hedel-i-askerie ”) is 2 mcjidic for eveiy male, no 
matter what age. An annual revision takes place in tlie mimhers in each village 
liable to taxation. The vahuse of dead people being eounlcd docs not at pivsent seem 
to exist in these cazas. 

Having passed through Sivas, Eudore.s, and Zara before the massacres (five years 
ago), 1 can notice a marked diirereucc hetweeu these jdaces then and now. At present 
they appear half in ruins, with trade almost stagnant, then they wei*o fairly fiourishing. 
The Kaininkam of Sushehri, wlio lives at Endei*es. w'as away iu his district w'hon I 
passc<l through, but iu the various villages through which 1 ]>assed he was spoken of 
as a very goo<l and energetic man, and seemed well liked. He was appointed after 
the mas^cres, and lias l)eeu there for ouc and a-half years. 

Tlie largest Armenian villages in this eawi are Enderes (COO houses), Ezbider 
(300 houses), with smaller villages of Piurkh, Alunielik, Kirtauos Sevindere, ami 
Mishaknutz, of about thirty houses eacli. 'i'lierc are others, part Moslem and part 
Armenian. Then* are five Gnjck villages ut the w«*stcrn, and one, GeuUu lh»ru, at the 
east end of the eaza. 1 saw 'rahir Bey, the Kaimakam of Kochkiri Caza, living ut 
Zara. . , , 

He is well ineauuig, hut weak, senile, and useless. He was upjKjinled Leeause he 
was a friend of a former Vali, Mcmiiuh Pusha, now Minister of tlic Interior. 

He does not possess the iieces.sary diplumu as laid down in the sehoiue of reforms. 

In the mountains at the west end iif the euza are several Gjreek yilli^es, mostly 
of wood-cutters. At the east end arc a number of villages of Kizildish Kurds, who 
Koinetimcs give trouble. A large Kurdish Derehey, Mustafa Bey, livc.s at Chit, in this 
district. 

Tiiis man has recently been imprisoned hero for no sp»H.'iftwl crime, hut has now 
been released, and lias returned to Cliit. 

The Kaiinakam of Hafik, one Artiu Iveziiriaii, au Armenian, was dismissed two 
[1065] 










ulonths ftgo for excessive zeal in pursuing and bringing to justice some Turks who 
had forcibly abducted an Armenian girl from the village of Yarhissar. Such is the 
report, and I can find no other crime against him. 

The case of this Armenian girl is not yet concluded, and I propose to report 
further on it. , 

A Greek, to succeed this Kaimakam, is said to Iks on his way from Constantinople, 
hut has not yet arrived. A very good Mahommeilan Kainiakam is now acting ns 

'^"''"ikiadcs Hey, the Mnnvin to the A'nli of Sivas, returned here from leave of absence 
on the 10th instant. 

The roads in this vilayet are just now in very good repair, many necessary repairs 
having lieen executed just previous to Shakir I’asha’s passing over them. 

A good “ chaussdc ” has been finisheil this summer between Erzingian and the 
Kara-ITissar road near Endercs. thus completing a good military road between Sivas 
and Erzingian. I am told also that during last summer a great deal of traffic has 
passed from Sivas through Tokat and Nik.s.ar to the post of Unie. 

This represents a shorter lino to the sea than the usual route through Samsun. A 
" ebaussee ” has been construoted in this vilayet from Tokat through Niksar to the 
frontier of the Trebizond vilayet, but the bridges and alignment arc not yet completed 
in the latter vilavet. 

Arabas can, however, reach Unie by this way, and the price of transmrt is some 
•20 per cent, cheaper than by the Samsun roail. The general state of affairs in this 
vilavet is at present very quiet. 

'There are no rumours of revolutionary agitation among the Armenians, who seem 
quite cowed. 

The Vali received a telegram on the 10th instant s.aymg tluat all possible revenue 
which he could procure was to be forwarded weekly to Constantinople, and for the 
present do not pay any officials. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. K. ILVUNSELL. 


Sir P. Currie to the Mar(iue.is of Solitburij.—{Ueceived January 10.) 

(No. V.) 

,My Ixird, Comtunt'.uofle, January 0, 189b. 

IVlTn reference to my despatch No. .10!) of the ‘iOtli .\ugust, I have the honeur 
to forwanl to your Lordship herewith copy of a desjiatch whiedi T have received from 
Her .Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kharput resnceling the action of the authorities in 
regard to the alMluotion of Armenian women by Ifoslems. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) Pill LI 1' CURRIE. 


Inclosiire I in No. 0. 
f'icr-Couxut Fontana to Sit P. Currie. 

(No. 5.1.) 

Sir, Kharput, Ueceniber 21, 1897. 

IN eontiiiuiitiim of my despateh No. .It, dated the 9th .Vugiist lust, transmitting 
a list eoiitaiiiing the names of eleven Armenian girls abducted by Moslems at llekim 
Ilan during the distiirlmnees there, 1 now have the honour to roiiort to your 
Excellency that the measures taken by the Vali to etl'cet the release of the young 
women in question have, in the ease of all but one of them, jiroved unavailing. 

Raouf Eoy states that, in reply to a telegniiii oislering that immediate aotiuii 
should be taken to ensure justice being done in the mutter, the Mutessarif of Malatiu 
telegrajihod, after the lapse of some weeks, that a careful inquiry bad been made at 
ilukim Han resulting in the refusal of all but one of the women to quit their 


abductors and return to their friends. The Vali, theretipon, wired further instruc¬ 
tions to the ifutessarif to the effect that all the women referred to should bo conveyed 
to Ifalatin, and tberc receive every assurance from the authorities, in the presence of 
the Catholic and Gregorian Bislio'ps, that they were free to return to their families and 
to their original faith. These instructions, however, although strictly carried out, 
were of no material cffic.acy, as the women—with the aforc-mentioned exception— 
persisteil in refusing to alian'don their Moslem husbands and the Alussulraan creed. 

Considering the length of time which has elapsed since the date of their alnluctipn 
and the fact of the Armenians, in general, being an unusually prolific race, it may be 
not unreasonable to surmise that most of the abducted women have either already 
borne, or are cxi>ccting shortly to l»nr children to their iMoslem cohabitors: and in 
tliat case their unwillingness to re-enter the Armenian eoramunity (among whom 
their chance of marriage would henceforth lie very slight) and to face possible destitu¬ 
tion, acccntuntisl by the care and .support of an illegitimate child, would appear far 
from unnatural or unjustifiable. 

I beg berewith to enclose extract from a letter addressed to me with regard to the 
aliduction of a Christian girl, named Gourjou, from the village of Belveren, near 
Behesni. Upon receipt of that letter I suggested to the Vali that instructions should 
be wired to the Kntmntam for the girl to be brouglit to Behesni, and there set at liberty. 
Jty suggestion was in part adoptcrl, and, acooi'ding to n long telegraphic rcplv received 
from the Kaimakam and read to me by Raouf Bey, Gourjou was brought lieforo the 
Behesni Administrative Council, of which the principal .Vrmenian priest in the caza is 
a member, and was assured tlrnt she might, without fear or trammel, return to her 
grand-parents and to Christianity ; but'she refused, saying that she had eloped of her 
own ncconl, was now married to ‘Eumer and intended to remain with her husband and 
adhere to his faith. In rcplv to a further question from Raouf Bey as to the girl’s 
age, the Kaimakam telegrap'lied yesterday that she is at least 19 and possibly more. 
This assumption, in this instance, may or may not be corroet, but Gourjou’s own state¬ 
ment before the Council was very likely dictated by fear. The ilussulman law merely 
stipulates that, in such cases as the aliovc, a Rajah shall not bo recognized as a convert 
to Islamism before attaining the age of 16 years. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


Inclosnrc 2 in No. 0 

Extract from a Letter addressed to Vice-Consul Fontana. 

“ 1 BELIEVE Mr.-wrote you about the village of Belveren, near Behesni, 

and iqion instructions from Kharput they were called to the Government (the 
Christians there who had turned to save their lives) and turned Christian again. Since 
that time the Moslem neighbours bave, though quite cross, not hurt them imtil about 
two weeks ago. Then a girl, Gourjou, grand-dniighter of IDirdiros Kouyunjiau (father 
not living) was outside tlic village with a couple of Cliristian women washing, when 
two young Moslems—Jumlicl Oglou Eumer and ’I'emal Beyiu Kaimi Vakas—came 
upon them and knocked the women down and ran olt with the girl. Plenty of Moslem 
women were around but none interfered. The Behesni Government ordered Tcmal 
Bey (Mudir of Belveren) to get the girl, but he will not stir. At the time the Mudir 
refused to interfere. I’lie girl, according to la-st accounts was in a village in our 
vilayet (Alepiio), but so near this village that she could lie reclaimed any day if the 
Mudir so wished. If this passes unpunished, of course, these poor Christians will have 
a pretty reugh time. But no Moslem helped in any way at the time to save her, 
though there were very many of them about. The girl is said to be about 12 years 
old.” 

Sovember 27, 1897. 








Ko. 7; 

Sir P, CurrU- lo tkt Marquess of Sa!isburtf.—{llpceire<l Jnuuartf 10.) 


Mv Ijonl Constinitinovht Januttni 0. ISOS, 

ON receipt of your Tior'lslnp’.s ^despatch No. of the 14lh uUiino, I Kent u 
Circular lolcffram to the Con.sulnr officers in the diBtricts wliorc the funds collected for 
the distressed Armenians by the Duke of Westminster’s ^’oinmittec have been distri¬ 
buted, uskin;; whetherthvv could holdout rousini.ible liope that any furtlier relict tliat 
ninyhc given during tliv'coning .year will bv aecnri- from .soiziiro liy Kurdv nnd Ina 
collectors. 

I Imve now tlic honour to incloac a .Meinonindmn j?ivni}r the substnuce of the 
answers I have received. 

I may add tlmt, althou;(h the reports oi' llie Coii-^uls allow a considerable improve- 
ineiit in the condition of the poo[de, then? is still ur^nt need for help to the widows and 
orphans.' 

I have, i&c. 

(Sii^iicd) IMIIUP CUIUIIK. 


IiieloRun* in No. 7. 

Metiwramiuin of Suhstance of Consular Reiiorts. 


lirzi'rouin, nrreuibrr 2b, 1S1>7. 

IN the pr<?8cnl financial cmharraasinent «»f the (Jovcriiment, the incrcasiiit: demamls 
of tax collector^ lend to defeat the etforts of the distributors of relief; tliou^di only 
indirectly, since help diirine lids winter huvinj; ehioHy lieon i^iven in kind, nnd only in 
Hinall quanlilie.s, has us a rule escaped seizure. 

Owin;,' to the efforts of the Vali, tiiose v\hi> receive help are not lik^'ly !<• Ik* 
molested liy Kurds. 

/hV/iK, December 2b, 1'5‘.)7. 

The severity of the vvinter is the oulv ]iroleeti«ii which llie ;ccipicnta of cattle, seed, 
or money in thc'villages arc likely io receive, riiose in the town, to whom only bread 
Lh given, will probably not he inolo.Htcu. 


Diarbei;ir, Dei nnlrr 2b, lbl)7. 

An immediate advance would he vahiaido in this dKtricl, if liiero is any furtlier 
immov avai!a!)lc for it, in «irdcr that relief may lie dislriimled at the same time in mit- 
iyi„g*places and tlmt the intlux into tli- town of villagers desiring iiclp may thus be 
prevented. 

Those who receive relief in t)d> village arc tolemhly sure of protection. 


Sirus, December 28, 181)7. 

Occasionul seizures by tax eollector> may take place, but relief in form given is 
ditficult to take away. There is little dang«.*r in litis vilayet from Kurdish depredattons. 


Khnrput, Dfcetubcr 2i), 1S!)7. 

Last year, onlv a very small proportion of the sum given in relict tell into the hands 
of the tax collectors. Astringent order given to the Vali, for communication to the 
minor authorities, might diminish this even furtloT. However, the collectors will 
douhlle .' try to seijc the money. 

Unless the Kurds are incited (110*^0 U little to fear from tliem. 


Van, December 80,1897. 

AlthoiiBli ttimscs unhappily nccur owing to the weakness of the Government. I 
think that, except in one or two Jisiricts. there is little danger of money diatributod 
being seized by tax collectors or Kurds, since complaints about such matters are a y 
attended to at once. 

Aleppo, December 29,1897. 

T’herc is no imssihlc protection for recipients of relief from lax collectors, brigands, 

All that can be done is to make the distribution os private ns possible. 

MervinUj Jitniturt/ 1. 1807. 

In liiis vilayet, 1 can gaarnntee tliat no molestation sliall occur. 


Sir P. Carrie lo the Muniuerx of Salisliuri/.—(litceived Jiiniiari/ 10.) 

l^rd Constantinople, Januari/ (i, 18Ub. 

' ^ IN mv despatch No. 11 of tlic 17th .laiiuarj-. 1807, T had the honour to traiismit 
to your Ismlsliip a list of certain demands addressed by the Armenian Patriarchate to 

the Sultan and of the concessions made by His ifajesly. . 

These concossions, as I then pointed out to your Loniship, so modilnxl Iho demands 
formulated by Hie Patriarcli as to render llieiii praetieally valuehsis. bill siieh as they 
were thov lia'vc never liccii executed. , , i , >i i>„i„,.,. 

I am now informeil that the P.atrinrch has made « 
and lias presented to the Sultan’s Fiist SeercUiry a iiieiiiornil .setliiig forth the mmt 
pressing grievances of the Armenian coinmiiiiity under the .sixteen following holds. 

1. Permission to colleet siihscriptioiis for orphans and newly persons, and for 
repairing churches that have been destroyed. 

2. Permission for tnulcrs to travel from one province to aiiotln*r. 

8. Temporary remission of military exemption tax. . . r, 

4. Permission for return of .Vnnenians who have claims against fjovernmeut 
Departments^OTO^th^rs^^^ officials and workmen formerly employed in G iveriiiiiont 

****"o!'Admission of young Ariiieiiiaiis to Government Schools like the youths of 

other communities. . ...... 

7. llcturn to Constantinople of Armenians exiled lo the 1 roriiiees. 

8. Permission for Patriarchal Delegates to take up tlieir appointmeiils nnd be 
recognized in their clerical capacity in the Proviiicos. 

0. Permission to open schools attachcrl to village churches. 

10. Exemption from taxnlioii of church property or projiorly tho rovcniies of 
which arc devoted to ccolcsiaslical purposes. 

11. Cessation of forced conversions. . , 

12. Publication of iiiinouiiccmcnts from tlie Patriarchate in the piihUc press to ho 

“““"^'rAmnestrto bc'i’ito'xl'"' t*’ '!>' 


This Memorial lias Deen rcnirren irum im. i uci- > .m.s. .. . 

have yet boon taken to give cITeet to Hie very moderate and rweioiiahlc requests whitli 

it contains. , , „ _ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUUniE. 


|1UG5| 










Sir P. Currie to the Muniuess of SnlMuri/.—(Ureeived January 10.) 

l.ord, Cunsluntiuople, January 0, IBOB. 

* i HAVE the tiouour to transmit to your Lnidsliip, liercwitU, copy ot .n notice which 
I have received from the .Sublime I'ortc res|)ectim: tin' .irrcsts of .Irmenmns ‘i> H>c 
Vilayet of Hitlls. mentioned in my desimtch to your 1/irdship Ao. 708 of the l.lth 
October Inst. 

I have, &C. 

(SiisMcd) PHll.If CliRRlE. 


Inclosun* in No 9. 

I,K (ionverneur-Generaldc Hitlis intcrpclld an siijet des arresintions d’Aniidnicns, 
nSpoiid line Ic nombre des individns arivtes sur les ddeisions de hi Cour d Apiiol du 
vihivet (!st de «) dont 38 »ont accuses d’agissoments sdditieiix, 7 de raeurtre, 3 de vol, 
et im list prdvenii de ddlil. l-e Jiigement des 38 (fcnii-e eiix est sur le i»)int d 6trc 

1st nersoiine. mises eii dtnt d’an-estatiim sur les d&isions du 'rrilmiial Corroc- 
tionnel de I'reinii're InsUance, oil les arivts du .luge irinstriietion sold d^lonionl an 
nombre de tO. doiit 10 sont accuses de pillage, 5 de meurtre, 0 de H d'- menecs 
subvei-sives, .'i de reed, nii d’allentat mix mauirs, iin ile coups el blcssuiTS, ot iin de 
ddtourncment des deniors puhlies. be jugeiumit de cos 08 ddtemis, dont es 5i sont 
. •hrdtiens m les aulres llusulnians, s'elfcetue dans les formiw prescrite par les lois. 

ennmunientions )iecussaij\*s onl Tirsnumoins fjutes nn Ihjpartoment Mo la 
lustiee e( mix aiitoritAs Tiuperialcs dn Vilayet de Hitlis pour qiie la plus grande 
et'Idrile V suit aiiportee. i . 

Hoilr ec qui est de la prison du ebef-lieii de la pisivince, le 1 all fad savoir qiie les 
rtV-hs! dc I’livsii'iie v dani obsorvees d’line maiii.'re rigoiirause. aucune mnladic eon- 
tti«'’iL'uso n’v oxisto. l)n wstc, les fonuulitos n^cessaires j)our ui reparation de la dite 
juTson cinil*orm('*mtmt nux exigences do la scieneo son! on voir* d aecomplissoment. 


No. 10. 

Sir P. Carrie lo the Marijurrs of SniiHlmry. — {U'reirrd Janaary ID.) 

Mr'llord ('nnHtantinofle, January 0, 1898. 

THE reports of Her .Majesty’s Vice-Goiisul at Kliarimt show that the liiiaiicial 
condition of that vilayet is very serious, owing to the continual deninnds made trom 
roiistaulinoplc upon the local treasury. Mr. Fontana states that, in order to meet the 
calls upon them, the local authorities are ehiitning thirteen years arrears ot laxe.s in 
villages whicb were plundered iiml burnt during the massaeres; and that the Vali, 

Iiiialiie to provide the funds due to the military authorities, has iniriiateii part ot the 
collection to them. , . , .. j r,i.. 

'rile result is, that the impoverished Armenians are being despoiled ot tin little 
they bavc left, and tbat distress is increasing every day. 

1 propose to call the attention of the Forte to this state ot things, and to noint 
out the deplorable results that may ensue from driving Ibese iinforlimate people lo 
di'iipenitioii. 


1 hrivc, &c. 

(Si^Mied) *^UILTr CUUIlIE. 


Sir P. Currie to yforquess of Salisbury .—(Rfceiifd January 10.) 


My Lord, Con»tantinoplvy January 6, 1898. 

WTTII reference to my despatch No. 018 of 11th September, 1897, I have the 
honour lo transiuit to your I^ordship, lierowith, copy of a despatch from Uer Maj^ty’s 
Vico.Consulato, at IJitlis, with ii'gard to forced conversions and the exaction of the 
military exemplion in the Bitlis Vilayet, and the scizun* hy Kurds in the dl.stricl of 
Akhlat of cattle distributed by tbe Relief Committee. 

T oomnmnicated the euhstanee of this despatch to tlie Sublime Porte, and I 
en(dose copy of its reply denying the truth of the reports in question. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUUllIK 


Inclosure 1 in Xo. 11. 


Kicr-Consii/ Croir lo Sir I*. Currie. 

^ OWofier 12, 1897. 

1 HAVE the honour to return, liercwith, tlie Memorandum contained in your 
Exeellem'v’s despnt<*h of 3rd September, informing me of the Porte's n'ply to yoi^ 
Kxeidicncy’s repri'sent.itions with ix^fcivnce to the ahsimetion by Kurds of relief cattle 
in Akblat. ^ 

T have the honour also to return the notice of the Suhlnne Porto tninsmitted to 
me in your Excelhaicy's despatch of llih Septcmlnw. with rcgnnl to conversions and 
militnrx* exemption tax in this district. 

Tlie total number of udief cattle given in .Vkhlul was 1(50, and of these 78 have 
iMien taken hv Kurils; 20 have, indeed, been ix'purelmsed by tlie owners fmm tlu‘ 
robliers at n cost of some 2,500 piastres, but, ajMirt from the miestion of payment very 
inferior animals wen' substituted for tln>se given by tlie Kelief Committee. The 
total number of the relief cattle, therefore, left in the hands of tbe Kunls up to date 
i.s 52. 

The forced converts to Islam in the Ouendi district numhers some 90(» persons, as 
spcciticd In iny report. Tliese- persons are desirous to revert^ to Cliristianity but arc 
unable to do so liccause of local eondition** and Kunlish terrorism. 

It was understood tlrnt the military exemption tax should not bo levied on villages 
wluch had been plundered, and orders wcie, I am told, issued by the Porte to that 
effect. In spite of this the tax Is exacted from many villages whicb were plundered 
in 1895-90, to say nothing of those which have lost heavily at the liands of the Kurds 
during the current year. 

1 have, v*S:c. 

(Signed) FUANCIS LDIVARU CROW. 


Iiiclusure 2 in No. 11. 


LK Gouvomeur-Gcndral du Vilayet dc Bitlis, iuturiiolle 5 propos des fails 
mentioniies dans la notice de VAm)>a.ssade de Sa Majestc Britauniquo en date du 
25 Octohre dernier relative fl la situation h Guendj et h Akhlat, repoud quo les 
Amulnieus qui avnieut oiuhnissc PIslaniisine lors d(*s ddsordn's survenus dans ces 
|>arages, et qui sont ddjii rovenus a lour ancieuuc croyance, cxorcent lour culte avco 
uue pleine et enti6re lilMuid sans qu*iU soient robjet d'aucune vexation de la imrt des 
Kurdcs. Seulcment les liahitante du village dc Zir composd do vingt-einq ii Lento 
families so refusciit h se convurtir do uouve^au au Christianisinc. 

liCs viugtdiuit nnimaux qui avail 6te enlevtfs du village do Djcmaleddin el dont 
lea trois souls avaieni dtd achetds avee les fouds dc secours onl 6te ddjh ddcouvorts ot 
rostituds h leurs propri(Staires. Outn' les 300 piastres, quo ceux*ci ontdonntfes do lour 









pn.liro giii aux imlividus qui avaicnt dC-sigiKi les localitus ini Ics dits uiiiinaux m. 
trouTaiunt, its n’oiit payc iv personnc nuciino autre somnii?. . i 

Des uoursuitcB jiidiciaircs ant &t6 dgulemfint mtniitdps contre les mdividus <iui 
avaiont void dia, aniinaiix apiiarteiiaiit aux Imt.Uaiits du vdlage do Zaghki et dout Ics 

(iix-huit avaient die aeuuisau moyen de suhsidrs. . ,■ i„ 

Le Vali aioule (luu Ics autoritds Imiidiiales sc euntormeiil striclemciit loi-a di- la 
licrecqiliiiu de la taxe d’oxoiidratiaii militairc aux ddeisioiis prises a cc aujel par la 
8uldlme I’orte. 

J,c -I* Janvier, 1 SHb. 


.Sir /’. Currie to the Maniuegn nf Halishury.—illeeiiral January 10.) 

(Teleiriaidiie.) I’. Jiiniinry 10, Ib'JH, "•15 r.u. 

1 11WK Hie lioiiour In inforiii umr l/inlsliip, witli relereiice to my despatch 
No. -ill ef the dud iiltiiiio. Hint I reeeive.1 ta-da} Hie lolluwiiig lelegnmi Ireiii Her 
.Maiislv's Vice-Consul at Vau;— . . .... 

' ‘''i'lie Iillieials assert Hint they know nothing of any iiilention to coneentmli 
troops in Hie spring, and I can see no indirations here of nil iiitendial aggreKUon on 

* ddlOO (piilts, 10,000 suits of elothes, and lO.tiOO pairs of socks have heeii ordereil 
here tor the hospitals.” 


.Sir P. Currie In Hu- Va. ;ur, nf .'iuliJiury -{Uemred Jauunnj IS). 

ti'eleirrinliic.l 1’. ('nustantinoiJr, January 15, Ibtis, O d i e.M 

III) li l.NU Ids audience yesterday. .M./.inoview asked that the llnmidie e.ivalry 
might he withdrawn from the iieiglihoui hooil .if the lliissian fismlier. 

Tile Sultan appears to liaie heen luueh disturliel at tins demand 


The Muri/urrt nf .Sniistioy '» •S'ir /'. Carrie. 

^ Fnreiyn OJfce, January 15, 180's. 

I llAVK received your" K-xeeih-ney’s de.s|)ateli Xo. .819 of the lotli ultimo, and 1 
mil isive of the action wliieli yon propose t > lake, in eoiijniielion witli your Italian .am 
I’reiieli colhsiguis. with a view M ohUiin Hie pardon of the .Vrmenian girl eomictc.d 
of .listrlhutiiig letters, addressed liy Hie Ifiateliagisl Committee, to tlie .Vmhassadoi's 
ut Constantinople. 

I am, iVtu. 

(Signed) SAldSIU IIV. 


The Maryuess nf SalMury la .'Sir P. Currie. 

(X'o. U.) Koreiyn O^/icr. January 15, 1898. 

' I HAVE receivisl your Exeellencv's des|«itch So. 9 of the litli inslant relative to 
the increase of distres-s' in the Vilayet of Kharpiit in eoiLsequence nf Hie excessive 
taxation, ami I approve your proposal to call tlic attention of tlnf Turkisn Go\ommcut 

to the matter. , _ 

i am, &c. 

•'Signc(l) SALlSUUll^ • 
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No. 16. 

ifir P. CurriV lo thf'Man^ucss oj Salinburi/.—{iieceivtid January 17.) 

(No. Uj.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, January 7, 180tt. 

1 IIAVI2 the honour to IrunHinil lo your LorJhhip herewith copy of a letter which 1 
have received from the Central Conmiitlce of the Hintchagi.si ^mrly in London, requcBtiiig 
my intervention on hehalf of the Armenians in Cilicia. 

I am informed that some of my collc.'igucs have received similar communications. 

I have, At*. 

(Sigmsl) PIIILIl* CUIUIIE, 


luolusurc in No. 16. 

Tlir Central Committee of the i!intchagi*t Party to 4>ir I*. Currie. 

Execllence, /jondres, le 18 Difcemhie, 18 PT. 

idH l*omitu Central du p»rii lleutclinkiste u Mioniieurdc porter a ia cunimiK.-iauce dc 
voire ICxeeller.ee les luits suivunts. 

L'usseinhiev geiieiaie du parti, reunie runii(';c pusM'te a LendroH, a remphice i'uneicn 
Coinite Central )mr un nouveau f'omilr dont t<uiH lis mcinI)ri'H ont ete cxclnsivernent pris 
parmi les Aritienlcus d<‘ I'Kini ire Ottoiima. 

nouvollc hireelioii prenaut en eonsideralion les conseiLs du i'atriarcnt Armriiion 
de ('oustantintiple, ('r>iuiiiuni(|iuis a deux reprises pur de.-n envoyes H|H'ciuux, a paticmnicnt 
atteiidil les resullats de i'iuterveulion dcH IVissjiucen en laveur des reformes. Le Coinite 
Central a eni eopendunt tie sou devoir de faciliter aux Armeiiieus les aioycns dc la 
diTeiise personneile. I'icn arna-s, hien prolegf;.' pui les autoriU's locales, les Musulmans 
penvent a lout moment nmssiierer les Chretiens; hi triste exiM-riuncc dc ces dernieres 
Irois amuses ne inivse uiiemi doute sar la sitimiion piecaire des Arineniciis cn Turqtiie. 
Cependatil. le (iouvernement Ottoman, qui tolere aux MuMilmnns rcxcrcicc des armes, 
impute AU\ Arnu'niciis comoie uue action eriminnlle juiu|u’a I’idee menu* de la defenne 
personiielle. Les anv^tnlions qiii se puurstiivont en Cillcie depuis trois mols coniirment 
plcincinei.t eette iriaie vj'rite. 

Prives du <lroit de la <li.M'ense par le^ armes. les AniumieuK dc la Cilieiesont oxpose>, 
mal;:r<' leur hravourc, au {leril de massacre. 11 y u (juelqueH mois, la ville <ie tludjine 
ne ful sauvec quo par rintorvention du (louveriiement Kranvais, avert! a temps des 
]irojels eriminels de- nutorite'' Ottomaiies de la (hlieie. Actueilemciit la sati.4aetion 
donmre au Clouverncincnt Auirieliien da^^ ralfaire de M. ih'uzr.ot<dli n cree aux 
Armenieiis de la Cilieic une siuiulion des plus dungcvei^cs. Iltcsses dans leur amour- 
propn- uati'imil, mais iinpnistiunts euntre les Liiropeons, les Islanis du pays e veagcnl 
sur les Armeiiieiii dex numilidvions subies par lour Cionveriicmoiit a Mer.-ine. Les eris 
iiiena(;ants de imi'-smrre se i<jnt diijii etileiidre et eomme prelude d’une mise on action des 
mcna<*e.s, (|uatro .\rmeniens ont etr mnssaere.s sur la route de Iladjine. 

Excellence, le Comiie (-entral du parti llentchakiste s’etant coiiforme aux avis du 
Ciouveriiemeiit l'rui)(;ais, aimoiices du Imut dc la Irihune pur .M. le .Minislrc des AtTaire.s 
Rtmngeres, et aux eonseils amicaux du Patriareal Armf-nien, dont Ics relutiunH avec les 
Keprt'sentants des (irnndcs Ptiks.nnces A Constantinople sont hien coniiues, s'est ahstenii 
IKiudant unr^ longue periode de qiiatorice moisde toute agitation jtouvaiit cutraver I’aclion 
du.s Puissances en favour des reformes eu Turqiiie; cn meme temp^, dans le ** .Mard.'* 
rorgane ollieicl du parti, nous avons oxhortt^ tons les Armeniciis a la inoiieratioii et ;i la 
patience. Nous eroyons done avoir lo droit de prier voire ICxccIlence de vouloir hien 
Intel venir en faveur des Arineniens de la Cilicie tanl pour ceu\ qui son! umprisoniies quu 
|M>ur ceux molesles par les autorite.' locales et mcnaci's <le miissneres. 

Nous liiiiions a e.s|M'rer, Kxeellenee, nvee tons les Armehieus, qiie rexucution .‘i href 
delai des lefounos dans I’Kinpire Gtiomun reiidra inutile les precaulioiis iiidividiietleH 
pour In defense pui'soiiholle. 

.Nous vmiH prions, ive. 

(Pour le Comite Central du parti lienlchakistc), 

(Signo) P. S'I'HPANIAN. 

AllTIN BOGIIOSSIAN 

i: 


[1005] 
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No. 17. 

.Sir P. Currir lo the ManitieM of b'liliihurii.—{Received January 17.) 

r o*ri Coiutunlinople, January 12, 1898. 

^ WITH reference to my desimtch So. 923 of the Mth September lost, I liave the 
honour to forwurcl to your Lonlship herovith copy of a desimtch which I have received 
from Her Mujesiy's Consul nt Sniyrnn, reporting the c.\tcnsinn of the Smyrnn-Cassntm 
Hailway to Alloun-Kara.Hissnr. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) I'HILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 17. 


Coitsitt Cumhrrhatrh tn Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 1.) January 3. 1608. 

’ Wrri! reference to my .Icsputcli No. 00 of llie lOtli September, 1897, on the 
subieel of the prolongntion of the Smyma-Knssahn Uaihvny lo Uslmk, I Imvc now the 
honour to report that the extension of llie lino from tlie latter place to Ahoun-Kara- 
lliK.snr has been oomplctod ami t)pcned to trntlio. 

I have, &c. 

(Sipned) n. A. CUMBERBATCU. 


Sir P. Currir In the Miiryur'is of Snlhhunj. — {Heceivril Jnmiury 17.) 

ih^Lord Connluulinoiilet Junuanj 12, 1898. 

^ I HAVE the lionour to inform your Lonisbip that ntcording to a telegram received 
from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul nt Van, three Armenian revolutionists were shot near 
that town on the 9th instant. It apjMjars that they wore armed and actively resisted Iho 
♦a-ndarmes; hut Captain Elliot adds that then* is no danger to the public peace. 

“* I have, &c. 

(Sigintl) Bill MB CUlUllE. 


No. 19. 


Sir Pa Currie tn the A/(jrt/uetf« of Salisliury.—{Iierrivetl Jammry 17.) 

(No. 20.) 

My Lord C’ojo»/u«/ino;//f, January 12, 1808. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 721 of the 20th ()ct<»bcr, resi>ecling the orders 
recently issued in the Vilayets of Diarbekir and Klmrinit ns to the treatment of 
ArmcnmiiH. I have now the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a 
desimtch which I liiive received from Her Majesty’s Consul at 'rrohiy.ond, containing a 
trnnslution of the telegram addressed by the Sultan’s Birst Secretary lo the Valis of the 
various provinces of the Empire on this subject, and reporting the arrest and imprison¬ 
ment of all Armenians returning to tlieir homes Iroin ahroml. 

1 imvc instructed Mr. Block io bring this latter point to the notice of the Snhhmc 
i’orle, and am aiso communicating witli the Patriarchate on the subject. 

I have, «&c. 

(Signed) IMIILIB CHKIllE. 


tnclosure 1 in No. 19. 


Consul hnnyworth to Sir P. Currie. 

(No 4.) 

Sir Trebizond, January 2, 1898,. 

WHILE complications with CTreece lasted, the Armenians were left more or less 
in peace. It was even hoped that lliey would at last he allowed to enjoy in the future 
ordinary ecpiity as well as humane treatment. Such, unhappily, is not the case, mainly 
because the Balaec, it would seem, is in this once more exercising its hancful 


influence. ^ • r 

Signs of a reactionary policy have not been wanting ever since the beginning of 
autumn. Not the least of the more important evidence available is, iicrbaps,'rahsin 
Bey s Circular, received by the Vali in the middle of last September, whicli Ids 
Excellency, fearing the misebief it may do, kept in the greatest secrecy from all, even 
from his most intimate friends. Inclosed is a iranslalion of it given in the last number 
of the French bi-moiitbly periodical issued in Baris, called “ QCuvres dcs Keolen 
d’Oricnl.” I do not know how P^rc Cbarmctanl obtained a copy of the original, but 
that this champion of the .Vrmenian cause bu.s given a true fitinslation of it I am in a 
po.sition to affirm with certitude. It is. and it may be, regarded as genuine, however 
illogical it.s contents may he, and whatever doubts its wording may cast on the truthful- 
nei-8 and impartiality of Consular officers. ^ , 

Since tlien a scric.s of other orders have been received by the Vuli with rcsjicct to 
Armeniaii.s and Arinenmn affairs. There w:is one not to treat political suspects with 
clomcney out of n gard for Consuls; there was another to uffonl the Missiuri of the 
“New York Herald’’ every assistance; and there was a third interdicting the interior 
more stringently than ever lo all foreigncis not i»rovided with the special pennission of 
the Central Government. , ,, 

'riie worst (»f these mostly puerile in.slruclionj> is umiueslionahly the «>ne debarring 
the return of Armenian refugees from abroad. Such only arc mlmitted as Imve by some 
means or other .succeeded in obtaining luis-sports duly vise', or, being known locally, 
can give bail. 'Hie rest arc, as a consequence, tilling up the prisons, and Ibis at the 
expense of u State which can ill-allbrd liread to its own gendarmes. Eight of lliein—that 
is six at Suinsoun and two at ’I rebizond—arc, with reason I believe, suspected, but most, 
if not all, the others are doubtless innocent. 'I’o keep these noor inoticnsive people sliiit 
up in the cold, damp gaols of this const, with Imrely any food and covering in the depth 
of this exceptionally severe winter, simply because they tried to get back to their homes, 
i.s to say the least, cruel! I would, ihcreforc, beg leave to draw the particular attention 
of the Emba.s.sy to the matter, especially so .is Cadri Bey’s telegrams on the subject, 
both to the Palace and to the Porte, have been left nimnswered. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. Z. I.ONUWOimi. 


Inclosure 2 in No. Iff. 

Extracts from the “ (Euvrts ties Rcoles rPOrient ” of Novemher-Deenuber 1897. 


Traduction du Te'le'yramme Circulaire ndress/ aux 
PKmpire Ottoman pur son Excellence Tahsin 
1" (13) Septembre, 1897. 


Goucrrneurs^G^ne'raux des Provinces de 
liey, Premier Seert^taire du Saltan, le 


"ON a appris .lue dcs iirilrcs out dtd duiiiife aux Consuls (wur proutder d uuo 
cmiufitc 8ur le nomhre dcs Armcniena eii .■Vnatolie, sur Icur enfants rcst^s daiiK la 
inisdrc sur ceii\ iiui se sont convertir* d ^’Islamisme, sur les femmes gardees tlaris Ics 
maisons des Miisiilmans, sur rdlal de paiivrete .les Armi'-nicns. ct cello de leurs 
f.imiilcs, et sur eeux qui out vU‘‘ condainiies. 

“Or, coinmc il cat coiinu que cc sunt Ics Annenieiis on.x-mtmes qui ontorganiso 
et provoqmj les IrouhlcH, et cumme lenr agression n’eUiit pas prtH’ue, il cst indubitable 
quo dcs femmes et dcs enfants .Miisiilmans sniit restes dans leurs inains ; par conlre, 
il est aussi indubitable quo ni femmes ni enfaiils Arnirnieiis nont pu dcmciircr eii 
la possession dcs Musulmans. 






in 


“.Malgrt tout ccla, nil clierche i fairc sans ccsse clos eiu|iirtes dans Ic but do 
inontrer corainc des victiincs Ics ArmiSniens, ct comnic ccs tcntativcs sont iircljudi- 
ciablcs au Gouvcrncincnt Impdrial, il en rilsulto oue dis qua vous saiiruz quc Ics 
Consuls agisseut ainsi vous dcvcz, pour pnlvanir I’ciret do ccs mcnsongcs ct do ccs 
caloninics, qui |X!Uvcnt produirc un graml nombrc de prUjudices au Gouvcrncment, 
prendre iimnC'diatcmcut ks incsurcs ncccssaircs pour Ics oinpf'chcr ct nous cn avertir 
cn niciiic tcinpUj ainsi (inc I’exifjc Ic* clovoir tic or tic 

'*Si vous agissc/- autrcinent, vous screz res[)onsaIdc ct considilTil cominc trnitrc 
du Gouvcrncment ct Ji I’lslani. ... . 

“ II cst ('•galcnuuit lu'ccssairi'quc vous inctticz eii evidence Ics actes (Ic ravages cl 
d’agression dcs Arnuiniens ijui r(:■sulloront de I’ciupittc ct des procedures des 

C’cst done par I’ordrc de Sa Majesli- Ic Sultan ijuc Ic Pleader Secretaire du 
Palais vous fait savoir par son iclcgraiiiine du 1" Scptenibrc, 1313, Ic devoir 
d'apporler ciitiercmcnt dans cc sens tout Ic soin iicccssairc ; par consequent, cou- 
rormenicnl A I’lradi' Imperial vous devez employer dans ce but loul Icmprcsscmcnt 
et lontcs les lacsiircs neecssaircs.” ^ 

Ce Iini nous revoltc le plus dans cc document e'est iin’on a Ic courage de nicr 
(Iird ai. en des conversions rwei'es cl quc dcs femmes, dcs jeunes vierges, des 
cid'anl. Arnieuicns soient cn la possession dcs Tores, (luaiid tout Ic raonde salt, a 
Conslantinopic. epic depuis longtciups Ic Pntiiarcal Arnn’iiien de Koum-Ka|iou 
iKissedc line longue lisle, ipii esi bicn loin dV trc complete, (le ccs mallicureux (it 
midi.eurcuscs pour lc.si;uels il (Icmandc, inais cii vain, la liberte pour Ics convcrtir 
de lorrc de icvenir A leiir foi Cliietienne cl pour les sib|nestrccs de sortir cnlin des 
ban ms, oti clles soul enrci nn'cs. Nous avoiis nous-mtmes cnirc nos mams une listc 

paiticllc dic.s.si'c dans une dizaine de distiiels. de ccs panvres Armcnieiis convcrtis 

par force cl d’Arnnlnicnncs si'ipiesiri'es, et (p'C nous pnl.licrims, s’d V a ben, pour 
moiurer ii |•opinion ce (pie v: lent les anirmalioiis oflleielles dcs Tores. 


No. tin. 

.‘•'o Ciiri-ir Ill' .1/10 (po» of Unthhunj. — {RmimI Jmiiiiir!/ '^0 


mVi-TuiI Cf,iii,tiiiitiiioph^ Jitiiitai'ii 13. IWi*. 

■ i IIAVF, the lionour to lonvaid lo voiir l.onlsliip licreaitli copy "| a despatch 'vhich 
I have uccived Ir.im Her Majesiv’sC. i sul-tleneral at lleiroui. icspcetinz the arrest, thrm all 
Ihe I nneh Cmisulatc-Gcncmr ll.cie. of one Ali Hey. who «as a passenger on lioaid a 
>trnntcr o( tlic Mcvsngi'rics 

I lun 0. iV:o 

(Si-nrd) I'lllLM* crUKU'.. 


Inrlnsiirc in No. ‘2*>. 

('onsnl-deiirnif Dnfniuinntt Utit/ to .Sir IK Vmrit. 

(No. 0.) /ieiroiW, itcrrmlrr 21i, 

1 HAVK tlii-luHioiir loiniomi vi>ur Kxtcilfiiey tlmt uh x\w anival of the Mc.-.-:.- 
.•erlta iiuiil-stiamer from ConiitantinopU* on the 2rtii instant, the \ all ol Uciroul, aetnn; 
npoit iiiHlrmtuins IVom tl>e Porte, denninded tltrough the Kreiich Consui-Uetienil tin- 
^ll^•endero^an Ottotnan jinssent’er uunu'tl Ali Bi'V, ^ul.-Director ot the Stati'‘tic.U Dep.jrt- 
nient i»t Constantinople, who had tnhen his pnssyi^ie tor .Marseilles. 

The enptain of the sl>ip having n-lused io accede to the dciimnds ol the local autho¬ 
rities the French ConsuMloiiernl rel’encd the nialter to Consluntitjople ami I'eccived 
vesterduv artornoon inslruetions from tin- French Ambassador lo deliver ilic iimn over lo 
il>e Vuli’ He jiecordiiigly went on hoard Hceoinpaiiii.d hy the Political Director ot the 

viliivet. and nttemled iK.*rM)nally U» the foriimiitie'*. . , 

* ()i» landing, Ali He\ w..s eonvevul to the Serai and alter bein|; eruss-cxuininccl by the 
Voli, he was phitcd under arrest in the military bairack^. 
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He is stated lo be a member of the Young Turkey party, wlio was escaping to France 
with the intention of starting a journal in that country. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) B. DRUMMOND UAY. 


No. 21. 

Sir P. Currie to the Mart/uvjfs of Sulisbury.—{Received January 17.) 

(.No. 23.) 

My Lord, Constantinoplft January 13, 1898. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 9 of the Gth January respecting the financial 
situati<m in the Kharpnt V’^iinyct, 1 have the honour to report that 1 have n^ceiveda further 
telegram from Mr, Fontana confinnin.'h.is pnn'ions statements as to the exactions of the 
tax eollertoj*s. 

At Hhiiitil, u village <jI sixty Itouses, all of which have been plundered, arreaif of 
laxe.s for thirteen years are being jrressed for to tlie amount of .35,000 jaastre.s, while 
at Mounik, another of tin- plundered villages, where forty liouscs have been 'mrnt, 
Mr. Fonltina reports having himself seen un officer and three soldiers dcmamling arrears to 
the amounl of 7,00t> piastres. Similar complaliils have aaehetl him from otlier villages, 
the tax collectors, in sutno eases going so far in their exaetiniis as to seize the bedding of 
destitute people. 

f luivc instructed Mr. Block to bring llies*.* partieuiar-i to the notice of the (Jraiid 
Vizier, and to urge lint <»rders umy Inisent to put a slop to the>e e.Ktoriion;. 

I lijivc, &e. 

(Signed) PHIBIP CUHitlK. 


No. 22. 

Sir P. Currie to the Maryuess of Sniidiury. -{Rrcnced January 17.) 


(No. 17.) 

(Telegrapliic.) P. Constantinople, January 17, 1H08, 8*15 I’.M. 

ilKR Majesty'.H Vice-Consul at Bitli.s tclegniiihed to me to-day as follows 
“The Vali informs me that tlie Sjtirt Court has eondenmed to tleath the six men 
who were urre.sted for the murder of Yusuf Vun.an, the relief agent." 


No. 23. 

i5>iV iK Currie lo the MaryuesH of Salisbury.—{Receicctl Januaiy 2d.) 

(No. 2(5.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, January li, ISIKS. 

I HAVH the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty’s Viec-Consiil at Ivhurput, respecting the spoliation 
by tax-collectors of .Vrmeniaii widows, and the action taken by him in hriuging such 
cases to the notice of the Vali. 

I have, 

(Signed) PHILIP CUUKIF 


luclosure in No. 23. 

Vice-Consul Fontana to Sir P, Currie. 

(No. 60.) 

Sir, Kharput, December 27, lbl)7. 

I ILVVE the honom to report to your Excellency that three .Anneuian widows 
from the Uch Bey Mahalle, of Cliemlsh-Ghesek came the other day to Kharput and 
brought me u letter signed by some eighteen other widows, complaining of the grieTou.s 
extortion to which thov were all subjected by the local tax-collectorB, whose names, it 
seems, ore Khalil Kficudi and Garuhcl. 

11066] i'' 









The following ntntemonUs wore mode to njc 1., the throe women in question. Mnrinm 

husband had lost all during the ‘"1 f„r (heir support. The 

that they depended mainly ui-on a cow ""R V; " " 

l,ix.eoll(iotors had V'' rLeeipts tiierefore ; and they continued to 

prmciiKil cooking utensil, and iifu.id ' t ,1 • ,.^^1 ,^||je|, „„lv 1, viable upon 

Imr: li.;:f ;:mb.nod":;w KlLnkan. bn me renm of the cow, blit without 

^‘^"''^urpiiby stated that her 

„i„, two . ,' m!. ,;;‘uio«ectors, the mother hud been forced 

by their one low winch, ‘h™"f. ' ,,cillectors broke reeentlv into Sun>uhy a hoii.se 

donkey heloiigiiig ti tlnm. ‘ail 1 . ,|.| ,.ui|,.,.tors then twice eon- 

s§MmSi-i=S£S?sss. 

'3EF»=r-r--SSr|sS| 

|-ii:r:r:Lh ■l.nMley,.^ 

Irrjslored, 'and tlait the'y sliimhi not. Iiencefortli, be haias.,c.r for taxc.s; and Ins promise 
''"“'‘irlr.'lol^^'atihc Government Konak informed me that the villagers' beds con- 

1 nllVCj KC» a wT a 

(Signed) KAPHAHIi A. FONTANA. 


No. 24. 

Sir Currie lo the Miirijuraa of Salisbury. —(Keee/eei/ Jiinuiiry 24.) 

(No. 28.) Constiinliiioiilr, January 14, 1808. 

^ MIAVK the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despateli 
whicl. I havVrccehed ?roin Her .Majesty's ^^ce.Consul at Sivas, resi.ecting the tinane.al 
c'linilition of tliat vilayol. ^ ^ 

(Signed) ’ miLlV CUIIUIK. 


ID 


Inclosiire in No. 24. 

Cdfitain MaitiisfU to tSir P. Currir. 

(Xw, 12.) 

Sir, :^iP(ts, shniuttry 1, ISDS. 

1 HAV12 tlie Imnuur to report that, iveciitly in tliis vilayet, increased activity hna 
Ijeen displayed in the collection of taxes, p>csu!)ml>ly tiwiiig to the telegraphic iiHtruc- 
lions from Constantinople, dirceling all money ndlecteti to he sent tliither weekly; the 
{Miyinenl of oJlicials to remain in nhcyaiiec (my de>pat<rh No. d of the Mtli Decemher 
last). 

On the 27lh ultimo several Annciiian .Midthturs of villages in tiiU sanjnk, i.r., Kangal, 
Mnghannn. Bo;:armut, Manjulik,aiid others, were ln<ntght in liere to siiow their seals; and 
to an.s'.vcr various iinpiiries as t<i whether various Armeuian.s in their villages, who were in 
dehl to the Agricultural Bank, eonld pay tl>eir del>l^ or not. The (lovernmont have 
made n list of those wlio appear H<dvent. 

From Kangnl 1 hear that an offieer and fifteen soldiers i[uur(ered in the village have 
been told that they can receive their pay direct from the villagers, hi order to smivc the 
troiildo of sending the money in here and hack to Kangal. I saw the Vuli and drew his 
ntiention to tliis matter; he informed me tlmt the course laid down in the scheme of 
reforms had not heen departed from, and tlmt only •• perci pteurs'* (feiihildars) had 
been employed. However, he \wiuld write and make ini{uiries, and prevent the* dirout 
payment of the soldiers in this maimer. 

It is a fact that the tch.sildars arc often sent, witli a police otlicer and sojne 
/aptiehSf or with some zapliehs only, to aecmn)>any them and assist in refractory easea. 

'Phis is practically very' mucli as if the tchsildar.s were not there. 

When 1 l<dd an .Vrineiiian Miikhtar tlmt I should ask the Vali to employ only 
tchsiidars, he said that the dltiereiice hetwiren tchsildars and /.aptiehs would be 
but .slight. I Itenr, however, from other sources, that tchsihlurs are a considumble 
improvement lus tlieir methods are not quite .so rough as those of Kuptiehs. Cicnerally 
.speaking, the Vali appears to he eiulcuvoiiring to carry out properly the scheme of 
reforms, and a number of tchsildars have been sent out lately. 

In the course of the \ nli’s new-year visit of congratulation, lie was good enough 
to give me the following resume of expenditure in thi.s vilayet, in reply to some 
remark of mine that it was rumoured that a (icrman (inaucial inspector was to be 
ap|H>inted to each vilayet:— 

For nine months, from the 1st March to the I.st December, 1897, a sum total of 
£ 'I\ 260,000 bad been collected from various taxes. 

Of this, £ T. 62,000 iiad been allotted to troops of the Uh /Vrniy Oor|w. 

£ T. 62,000 had been sent to Constantinople. 

£T. 32,000 to Constantinople ns military subscription (lane*i>u.skerie). 

£T. 34,000 for Uussinn War tndcrniiity. 

'Phe remaining £ 'P. 80,000 was retained here for payment of olficials and for local 
purposes. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. R. MAUN8ELL. 


Sir P. Currie to the Mart^ueit of Salisbury,-“{Received Jnnuary 24.) 

(No. 31.) 

My Lord, Conslantinople^ January 15, 1806. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your l^ordship lierewith copy of n despatch 
which I Imvc received from Her Majesty’s Vice*Consul at Adana, reporting the steps he 
has taken since his return to his post for the settlement of the outstanding cases. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FillLir CURRIE. 




Inclosuro in No. 25. 


Mtitsij to .Sir P. C'ur/ jr. 

^No. 1.) AdanUt Janunry 1, 1898. 

I IIAVK the honour tu inform yuur Kxcullunc)' that I have been occupied lately 
with the followiiif!; cases with "ood effect:— 


1. Amcnian Political Prtnuiicrs. 

Your Kxcelleiic'y uill remember uiv Imvin^^ reported many arrests of Armenians in 
lliis viliivul on misniLioii I'lisl llirougl. lllo opening of loiters from uliroail l)j lire Govern- 
menl. Of lliesi', I linve siicieeilcd in eauaing the liherntion of all hut Uventy-aevcn, of 
whom sotm- nine more me promised their liherly in the eonrae of the next leu daya. 
The remamdi r are tc. he brought to trial at once, as I represented that the three months 
whieh they lane already pasaeil in conlinemenl is already exees.sive without a decision of 
their case. 

2. Ihlirnic tiubjcct, M. Veltakijn. 

This geiitlemiiii hud passed nearly twti iiiunths conlinod to his house, through fear 
of further iinprisonnienl, awaiting my tetiirn. 1 visited the Aeling Mulebsaril the day 
of my arrival anil arranged that M. Veltahys might atteiid to Ins husiiiess iiiiiuulested 
nciidiiig the final setllemenl of his eiuse. 'I'his is now hemg attended to, and I have 
siaired no troiihle to visit all oHieials eoiieeriied in order to secure thur tneiidiy action 
for a favourahle .solution. 

a. Cotton ll'mi'inij iil llailjiit. 

The liev .1 C Martin reported to me that some opposition had been shown to the 
comidelion of two huildings-one in lladjin, the other in Slialir—which he destined to 
our relief oiieratioiis for weaving puriioses. I visited .Shakir I’aslia, Acting W all, and 
arriiii'O'd with him that every facility should he given to this work by the local otlicials, 
he expressing himself grateful for our philanlhropie labours in saving the population froir 

4. Repairs to Roads at llamidieh. 

When 1 was at llamidieh lust spring there were many eomidaints made to me of 
the stale of the road through that town whieh impeded all Irnfric, eaiiaing great loss to 
the'inhnhilnnl.s. The Kaiinnkam, even, asked me to intercede, so that some ot the 
taxes levied for the purpose might he devoted to road reimirs, instead ol Iwing truns- 
milted entirely to Constantinople. I am glad to report Hint this was done, and trallic 
will therehv he greatly inereiised this winter. 

In necordaiicc with your Excellency’s telegniphie authority, 1 shall start at once on 
a tour, visiting Osmanie and the I’liyas neighhimrhood, also ,S>s Kara-Uazar. After 
nseertaining the most pressing needs, 1 shall dislrihute rebel to tne must destitute. 

The new Mute.-.sarif of Mersinn arrived there on Thursday last. \\e have 
exelinnged visits, lie appears to he an enlightened iniiu, who gave general satislaction 
as Knimaknm of Tnrsovo, near Mersinn, a few years ago. 

1 liavc, KC. 

(Signcii) P. 11. H. MASS^. 
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No. 20. 

Sir P. Currir to the Maryuess of Salisbury.—{Received January 24.) 

(No. ai-.) 

My Lord, Constantinoplct January 17, 180b. 

I HAVE thf honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a list of the arrests of 
Armenians on political and other clmrgcs according to the reports which I have received 
from Her Majesty’s Consular Ueprosentatives in Asia Minor since March last. 

T have, See. 

(Signed) PHILIP CITIMMK. 


Inclosuro in No. 2G. 

Memorandum, 

ON tile 27th March, 1807, Vice-Consul Ma.ssy reported that only four piditieul 
prisoners (Armenians) remuiuvd in custody in the vilayet. 

On the 25th May, Consul Hurnhum reportcil the nrrc'sl of twenty Armenians in 
connection with the visit of lluiudiag agent. 

On the 28th Jimo, Vice.Consul Mushy reports that < he (.OHes of iniprisoned Armcniami 
have inereusiid very much. 

On tlie ITlli Seplemher, Vice-Consul Mossy forwarded a list of twelve ArmcnianH in 
prison at Aihina, arrested since the amnesty (there wuuld seem to he luenty-.six in all. 
See Sublime Porte’s Notice of tlie 9tb January, 1808). 

On tile Kith October, Mr. I(aniham reported the arrest of seven or eight Armenians 
at Alexniidrettn. and some at Messina. 

On the ‘.MHli October, 'Jr. Hnrnlmm reported that, at least, thirty Armenians 
remaim*d in prison on recent political .suspicion. 

On the :l0lh October, Viee-C’imsid \laasy reported that in all sixty political arrests 
had been made during the month. 

In July, Consul Shipley reported the arrest of .seven Armenians for murder, of 
whom three wore committed 'or trial. 

In Mareh 1897, Vice-Consul Momihati reported in Uitlis one political criminal, and 
in Musli four slill in cnnnncment. 

At the .same date in Sivns, tweiity-cigbt political prisoners, according tu 
Armenians. 

On the 3rd April, 1897. Vice-Consul Momihuti reported ten ArmeniaiiH arrested in 
the Ca/Ji of Akhlat. 

Oil the Gth April the nimilicr in Uillis prison was eighteen. 

In October 1807 Captain Elliot reported numbers of arrests at V^an. 

During October Vice-C’onsul (.’row reported about 100 Armenians arrested in 
Akblnt and llitlis, of whom forly-si.s were rclciescd (20tli December, 18D7), seven being 
condemned. 

On the Uli December Armenians proceeding to Hans were orrasted and ordered to 
leave the country. (Mr. I), liny, Jlst December, 1897.) 

S<i7M.voun and Trehizoitd .—Armenian refugees returning from abroad are arrested. 
Mr. Loiigworth mentions six at the former and two at the latter place who are suspected 
with reason of revolutionary pmcliccs, but most of the others (no tigiirc given) are said 
to be innocent. 

-Twenty-eight arrc.Htcd on cliarge|of linrbouringrevolutioiiists. (.Mr. Crow, 
13th January, 1808.) 

Zeitoun .—Arrests of Armeulans have occurred, amongst them lieing n certain 
Naxaret Clmusb. 






So. 27. 

'■/r P. Ciiirii- I'l thf MnnjUfxs of Siitisliui ii.—(,Ilcmrfd Jmmnry 2^.) 


Condnntimjite, Jnnuury 17, 1S98. 

^ IN telcKmn. .latcd tlu- I 111. instant, Her .\lnjo»ty;a yiccCnnsul at liitlia reported 
the .lisapnearanee from that town ..f two prominent evil-doers—the Mnfti liavini, died 
and the Mulessarif lieing transferred to the \ ilayet ot Aleppo. 

Mr. Cron added that four Turks had l.ecn arrested there the previous day lor 

attempteil imirdcr of an Inspector of Police. ^ ]iiive to 

{Signed) ' PHILIP CUllRIK. 


No. 2K. 

• .s'ir />. CHtrie to Ihe Maryims of .SolWiiiry.—(Ksmi-ri/ January 2 i.) 

(No. :!■!. L’onlideiilial.) „ . , , i,, leow 

** . j jj ('nuslHiitinoplef Junuary 15 ), lS 5 )b. 

' ’ Wri’ll refereaee to my de,spatcli No. 22 of the Idth .lanuary, reporting the ap-al 
of a Turkish sulijeel named Ali Bey on hoard a 1-rcnch Messagerica steamer in Re.ront 
llarhonr. I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a liirther 
.lespateh from He. Majesty's Coiisiil-aeneral at Ueiroiit, reporting the se,,ucl ot the 

'""'''rlearn from the Preneli Kmba.-ssy here that on receiving from M Soiihart, the 
l.'.eneh fonsul-aeneral, an im|Uiry whether he should eomj.k with the Vairs rc.iuesl or 
Ihe surrender of Ali Bey, .\1. de la lionlinifre, the !■ reach Charge d Affaires, directed 
him on 1.0 nceoiml to allow the arrest, hat that meanwhile instructions had I.een received 


lit lie miulc provided the 
acouHCil «r offences 


at Mrirout dirort from ]*uris to the effect that the arrest mi^lit lie 
'rtirkiHli authorities <muld show ifi proper lei;al form tliat All Ucy wu: 

al ,, yi. Souliarl, staling that slli Bey was accused 

,1 such and siieli crimes, and the arrest was allowed to lake place. , . 

I'he Preiich ('har-'e d'Alfaires, it appears, was exceedingly annoyed at the way in 
which M. riouharl had carried out his insiruclim.s, there having I.een no preliminary 
„„,nry «r ■■ mandal d'arret, " and 1 learn that the French Eml.a.ssy will insist that Ah Bey 
he tried at llciroiU in open Court on tlie spceihc clmr^es mentioned in the > all h letter, 
ind if he is aciiuittod, a result of which there can, according to them, he no doubt, they 
will dcmuiid his immediate release. 

I have, &o. 

(Si-ned) rUlLlF CUKllIE. 


Inclo.Hure in No. *2x. 


Contitf’Gfncral OfiinimontI Hoy tn ••'o /\ L'urnv. 

No. 2. ( onlidenlial.) /j,.,ron/, ./mmory 5, ISUS. 

' WITH reference to my .lespateh No. MO of the 2!)lli Dccenil.or reporting the 
delivery m the I'nrkish .lulhorities hy the French Consiil-Geiieriil of a cortain All Bey, 
o.,ssmmer on hoard a Messageric Mail steamer, I have the liommr to inforii. your 
f thiit nil the siicre«:.nfnl i-sue of the incident hein|' reported hy the \ ah to 

tin-iwie, his a.dion was i.igl.ly approved, and Michel Ellemli l•;dd.'•, the Politic.M-Oircetor 
who was chielly instrumental in hringing about the niiilcrstaiiding, was raised to the r.ink 

of Bclliav Oiihi Senfsany (first grade,second-class). .. i_i i„i 

On the following day it was reported that the Imtiiui lodd and Silrer Medal Imd 
been conferred on M. Souliarl, and the Chefakal, sccoml-class, on Mdnie. Soiiharl. 

■rhi ('onsiil-Cencral and the members of he. stalf are very ret.ccn on the subject 
id' Ihese decorations, but I have leariil on good autliordy I'nt the report is well founded. 


and tliat they were actually conferred in return for services rendered over the 
incident. 

Michel KlVcndi Eddc is a Maronite, and is Iicsidcs under an especial obli^^ation to 
the Krench, having recently ohlaincd, through M. Souhart, the decoration of Chevalier 
oftlic Legion d’llonncur. 

'I'hc existence of this stale of things in ilie Serai is Niitiicicnt to account for the 
uunecesHury noise created over a question of trivial impurtance. 

.M. Soiiliurl was lately raised to the rank of .Minister Plonipoiontiary, and will be 
fihorlly iraiisferrctl to a Legation. 

1 have, ike. 

vSignud) U. inULMMOND MAY. 


•NO. 25). 

.Sir /■*. Ciirrif to Ike Mun^uvsK of So/ishury.—{Received January 24.) 

iNo. W.) 

My LonI, Constunliiiople, ./anuary 20, lh5)H. 

1 ILVVK the honour to forward to your Lordshiji herewith copy of a des|)atcli 
which I have received from Mer Majesty’s L’onsu) at .leddali, respecting the arrival there 
of the Vail, and the general state ol alfairs in the Medjaz. 

1 have, 

(Signed) PHILIP CUIUMK. 


Inctosiire in No. 21). 

Consul Drvetf lo Sir P. Currir. 

(No. 1.) 

•^ir. Ji'ddnky Januaru 4, JS5)S. 

I MAVJC the honour to report that hi.‘< Kxcellency the Vali arrived here from 
Mecca on the 2nd instant, and will probably remain til) just before the beginning of 
Paina/Jin on the 23rd instant. fJeneral Shiikri Pasha and other oflicers accompanied 
his ICxceUency. 

Seveml persons have just arrived hero from Medina, and report the road to he fairly 
.'Oifc, i»ut there wore again some distnrhunces among the Redouins in tho neighbourhood 
of that cih' aboii! a fortnight or three weeks ago. 

The Grand iSherif is not as yet prejiared to make any move out of .Mecca, hut his 
agents (the Rcdouiusiarc displaying more iictivity in this neighbourhood, ami lately had 
the misfortune to kill a Rcdoiiin whom they were attempting to arrest. How little his 
Highness is trusted may he judgeil from an anecdote now current liere that on his 
Huminoning the Sheikh of a large tribe near Medina to uome to Mecca, the latter 
replied that though he could not go to .Mecca, he would he glad to meet his 
Highness in tlic Wadi Fatima —this licing a deserted spot, open on all sides for miles 
round. 

Though it would appear that no result Inus liecn forthcoming from tlu* meeting of 
the Sheikhs with tlie Orand Sherif (referred to in my ilespiitch No. 100 of tho 30th 
November), ihc Hedjaz appears to he more settled and contented Ilian wa.s the ease a 
month or two ago, as suppli^^s have been received, and the rainfall, except at Medina, 
lias been plentiful everywhere : the Ilaj season is also ilrawing nigh. 

Still some <liseontont has been exi)res,sed at Yemlm, where it was alleged that 
Hovernment taxes had been levied on tlic Reilouin’s supplies, and in this town eoniplainta 
are already being niiscd that the “ (an/.ifut ” tax is iiiereased. 

.\s, however, tlie pilgrimage now* and for several siiei’ceding years recedes into the 
cool sensoii. there will he fewer and fewer pilgrims travelling hy night when lliey are 
most o\poH<Ml to raids. 

I have, tkc. 

(Signed) «. P. DEVKY. 




iH 


Ko. 30. 

Sir P. CwrrjV to the Marquesa of Salisbwy. —(Hecf/tv Jtmuurtj 24.) 

I Co?is<rtHO'iio/>/t’, January 20, 1898. 

VlTH reference tu mv acsimtcl. Xo. 000 of the Mth October Inst, I have the 
hono.ir Vo forwnra io your Lor.lsl.ip bcrowitl. copy of n dc.spatd. "'"f' ‘ 
from Her Miijcsly’s Consul at Uaumscus roporlmo the '■'"7'®*?"“*-“’I 

sitiou of the Orthodox Pntrimch of Antioch by the Synml of Hishops. ,• ''“f" ‘ ‘v,?. 

Patriarch has made an appeal to the tJiicumemcal Patrmreh to nsc his influence aith the 
Sultan to prevent the decision of the Synod heing conlinneU. 

' I have. to:. 

(Siiriied) IMIIUP CUllUlE 


Inclosure In No. 30. 

Consul Kirharth to Sir P. Currie. 

Uuuwscus, January 10, 1898. 

’ WITH rclerenee to mv de-slialch Xo. 32 of the lat Oetoher last, reporting on the 
nioienieiil then in progress throughout ihe Greek Orthodox community here against 
their Patriarch, .MgJ. Spiridon, their object being to bring “ of 

lionour to inform your Eicellency tliiil a meeting wm, belli here on ti c Otli instant ol 

ei'dil (out of a total number of fourteeu) of the llishops ot this, the Ai.tiucb, See, foi the 
..rnioi ol .nsJ^ing the propiietyof'this step lUter a ul 

f.rave charges brought against the Patiiarch, of which a long list made out by t u e i 
munitv had hecu laid before them, the llishops decided uiiauimou.sly that lu .should be 
deiiO'Cil and pending the ratification of this decision by the Sultan they comimmieated 
it 11 ivrilim' ti the Vali with a rciiucsl that it might be lorivardcd to Coiistaiitiimpie. s\t 
;U s::inl: "rme tl!::; depmcil one li their uiiinber. Mgr. ^ 

five menibcrs of the communitv. to take a copy ot their Ucsolutioii to the Louriiit o 
Seidiiava (near Oainnsciis), wheic the Patriarch is now staying, and coinmiiiiieate it to 
him ill case he should rcfiise to resign, he beiiig ) ec,', o- 

..juirHO Mur Snirnlon icfnsc<l, it unnenrH, to resign, anti bos, in constiiucncc, nccn pro 
visiouiillv deiiosed pending ihe receipt of an Iratle from Constantinople. 1 should h.ave 
stated that the P.a’triarch had previously been invited by the ^ '"{‘‘‘fr 

U, " siminionrbecause they’have no dio'eeses, while the llishoprie of Er.eroiim-iiiaking 
the has been elected to take over temporary charge of 

''l^l“"uUerltas, as might be expected, excited the very greatest interest here, and, 
iiidceil forms the chieftopic of conversation umoiig all chuises of the Christian popula 
lion, ’should I learn further details in eouneetion with this mcidcut which are likely to 
prove of interest to your Excellency, 1 shall not tail to coinmuuiuile tluiii. 

(Signed) ’ \V. S. ItIClIAllHS. 

P.S.—I hear that M. IKlaiew, my Umssian colleague, was with the 
the Sciduaya Convent at the very time when the Resolultoii o the Synod was eomnntni- 
cnlfd to him, but I nm uninformed as to tlic objcci ot his viait. ^ 


No. 81. 


Sir r. Currie to the Marquesi of Salv(bury.’^(Received January 24.) 

(No. 46.) 

My Lord, Constantinoplet January 20, 189b. 

AS I had the honour to inform your Lordship in my despatch No. 23 of the 13th 
instant, I instructed Mr. Illock to make representations to the Grand Viincr respecting 
the extortion of arrears of taxes from the villagers in the plundered districts of the 
Viloyet of Khnrput. I am glad to be able to .state that bis nigbnc8.s immediately tele¬ 
graphed to the Vali instructing him not to press for payment in the cjwc of those who 
arc too indigent to meet the tax-collectors* demands. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CTRlllE. 


No. 33. 

Sir P. Curne to the Marquess of Salisbury.—‘{liereited January 20.) 

(No. 17.) 

My Lord, Constautiuople^ Jnnmry 21, '1898. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Ucr .M.ijcsty*s Vice-Consul at ICharpiit, reporting the 
resignation of the police of that locality owing to the non-payment of their salaries. 

I hnv(?, &c. 

(Signed) PIIlLir CURUIE. 


Inclosim- in No. 32. 

Vice-Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

(xXii. 1.) 

Sir, Kharputy January &, 1898. 

1 HAVE the honour t<» report to your Excellency that the ineml)ei*s of the 
]>oUc(‘ force at KImrput, enrolled under the® supervision of ^^laiidial Shakir Pasha 
during his stay here, tendered theur i*csigimti(>n some fi'w d.ays ago, owing to the faet 
of their having reeeiveil no jmy uji to that time, 'fhey were informed that the 
Secretary-General of tlie vilayet had twice written to the Porte for instructions 
specifying wliat “'I'akhsissat *' or local revenue anpropriation should he ussigued for 
the paymei}t of tlieir salary, but that no answer had so far hot'ii received; and they 
were advis(‘d to wiit until a further application had been made and responded to. 

It is ditlieult to form a eonjeetui'e, in face of the present diiancial condition of the 
vilayot, :i.s to the |)artieular source from w'hieh such an appropriation is to lx? derived. 

£ have, vSm;. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


No, 33. 

Sir P. Currif to ihe Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received January 29.) 

(No. 49.1 

My Lord, Coustuntinopley January 24. 189B. 

I HAVE the honour to fonvanl to your Lordship herewith copy of a desiintcli 
which I liavo received form Her Maj(*sty‘s Vice-Consul at Pitlis, re.specliiig the 
plundering wlucli lias been committed there by Kurds and nillcers of the Uamidieh 
cavalry. 

I liave, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUKlllE. 


[1066] 
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InclosuH! in No. 33. 
yic^-Cf>n^‘ul Crow to f>ir /*. Currie. 

(No. 36.) iiitlist December 1897. 

I IJ WK ifceivod the loll.)wins inlbramlion from ISoulanck ,„t.,„ked 

gave no assisloncc!. Vn<l<.neliuran(leiime<lotr32anim.al3. 

smumoneilhy Zekki laaha. , ,, i,,, .,tiacke(l Gop, the cenlve of the 

|,..,.ing the month 'I ,,.1 aste.l foVthree hours. They 
.'’‘■f'i'-ti ::.,r'and i-> Vhe Kalmakam had not enough gendarm.. to 

ti' ! • 1 «•• • fiw li\li to inti’i'fon* liotwi'rn Kunls uml Arniotimns. ^ 

‘'Va''£i’lh’e'!'of‘l)e^^^^^ Uoulnuek, have eon..' to Hitlis to complain of the 
l h« i who irliuins 109 linu Iroin Uil 

'*■ •'■lit I *^''lVu?i*rn|iosi.' to iVlt'grii'li to Constantinople if thov get no protection 

e,.,e, :oMl>).y they uui.t l a^. I nir lnmns ^ .n more relief o.ven 

and Bn.shin), and ''\'';?f,'''‘“*^'j';':,^m-ked Kharld.os, also in the Shiui'tsor' 

s:£S£SilH£ai.J= - 

f::X .une week Itarkhar in the sau.e loeality was attacked hy th.. same KunU. 

‘''"'^,r'XSa,oof Khi.u. has he..,, infer,u.,d of these cents, hut uothiug has 
been done. , . , ■ . . , |.. .simikh .Said Ali to the. 

. Iitainc.l his disiiiissal. i,„livi,luals still eonlinues on the Saird Itoad near 

The pluiiilering-ifcaiayaiisaiid idi.idiialss 1 cw . Jlovcmhcr last. 

Itillis. at'tl... same snot wh..re ,"■"‘. 7 ;;;“;^^^^^^^ lExcelhmcy mfuses to 

eXrti^hein. S tX tL^th mp-.rla mere Cahrications of the disalTcctcd 
Itiwiiftfi-lk of UitUs, who am trying to injure liih rriMli.. 


It was suggested at the CouncU of Administration that the complainants were 
at least entitled to legal remedies in the event of their l)eing able to provo their 
charges, and it was projioscd to refer their complaints to the Judical authorities for 
the usual investigation. The Vali, however, put his veto on this proposal, saying that 
the reports were false, and that it was giving unnecessary trouble, and further inquiry 
into these matters has therefore been suppressed. 

I have, &o,f 

(Signed) FRANCIS KDWAUD CHOW. 


No. 34. 

i>ir F. Currjf to the yforquess of iialitburt/.^{Receivc<l January 'll.) 

(No. 51.) 

My Lord, Con.vfan/mo/)/(>, January 27, 1898. 

I M.WK the honour to forward to your Lordstup licrcwitli copy of a despatch 
whicli I have received from Her .Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Sivas respecting dis¬ 
turbances which have rcci-ntly taken place at Yarliissar. 

I Imve. &c. 

(Signed) PTlItlP flUHUIE. 


fnclosure in No. 34. 

Captain Maunaeil to Sir F. tiurrie. 

(No. 17.) 

Sir, Sivasf January 12, 189H. 

I H.-WE the honour to inform your Excellency that on the 8th instant the Vnli 
here receivcfl intelligence by telegraph from Deliktash that a disturbance bail 
occuired at Y.irhissar, a village cast of Maignlik, between (’ircassians and 
Armenians. The village is a mi.vcd one of Circassians and .\rniciiinns, constituted 
under tfic following circumstances :— 

Sumo two months after the inaKsacres, the Armenians owed a debt to u local 
Circassian Rey of CT. 2fi0. 

Halil Rey, the Vali of ^siv.as, at the time suggcstisi that several houses in 
Yarhissar should be occupied by CiiraHsians in payment of the debt. 

This was done, four houses being (KTupied at first with the fields belonging 
thereto, and siihsenuently seven houses were so occupied. 

T!.e present V.ari, knowing th.at it was ratluT difiiciilt for a mixed village of 
Circassians and .Armenians to five together in |K‘uee, has boon making arrangements 
for the removal of the (’ircassians to .Azizie, a neiglibouring settlement of that 
race. 

The struggle commenced about a debt of a mejidie, which an Armenian owed 
to a Circassian. 

RIows followed; with the result that one Armenian was killcil and two 
wounded. 

One Circassian was also wouiidc<] by a revolver liullct in the sbonidcr. 

A (’ircassian woman, apparently a spectator, was knocked on the head, but nut 
seriously injured. 

The Vali here, immediately on receipt of the news, dispatched a senior uflicer 
(‘* talmr aghasi ”) and some zaptichs to the village, which is seventeen hours from 
here. 

On his return the olHcer was sent over to the Consulate; so that 1 could team 
the details from him personally. 

Throe Circassian prisoners have l>euii brought aud lodged in the prison here. 

No .Armenian prisoners were made. 

The Armenians wounded arc likely to reeover. 

Twfi znptiehs have been left in the village lo keep order. 

When at Yarhissar, the t)|ficer took occasion to settle the terms under which the 
t’ircjLsaians were to leave. 

The original debt of jL T. 269 is to be paiit with the addition of ilT. MO fur 
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irorrovcmcnts which the Circassians have made ; making a total of about-C T. tOO. 

The“ctr;aslT;^rl^o'LVv7ea'^^ in March, when the weather becomes more 
“'"‘“This outbreak is. I believe, quite isolated, and is owing to the peculiar constitu- 

f Imvc' ho'wever, warue.l the Vali that, although isolated, sue!, .iisturbances 
may spread’ unless strong action is taken. 

Uis action has been praiseworthy and energetic. 

1 miaht add that up to the date of writing I have not bMn able to see an 
Armeiilan^villager from Yarhissar; but I believe the above u. substantiallt correct, 
and that the general order and quietness will not ' 

(Sii;no<l) V. H. ILVUNSELL. 


No. 35. 

Sir Currie lo the Mar^utrr of Salisbury.-dleceivrd January 31.) 

(No. oa.) Conxlantiuoplc, January 27, 1S98. 

^ 1'll'wK the honour to forward to your l.ordship herewith copy of .a despatch 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) VUlLir CUKlllK. 


IncUjsuri! iii No. 35. 

Captain MaunscU to iSir P. CurrtV. 

(^No. Ih.) Sinw, Jaatiz/ry 13, ISO''. 

‘ 1 IIAVK the honour to report that recently some instances of ‘““I 

ilour of Armenian villagers for the payment ot taxes have been brought to m\ 

"""'This being in contravention of the Scheme of Reforms Act 31, 1 saw the Vali on 

Tie Assured me that the lahsildars knew the orders on ‘he?>>l>iect, and ended by 
saying that if he knew the name.s of the lahsildars who acted thus, he would brc.iK 

‘''""()n“rl’lurninK home, I lorwarded lo his Rxcelleucy a list giving the names of 
those tahsildars Iigniusi whom I had heard eomplaints lie at once wrote the 
necessary orders fu^' the resloraliou of the animals, and the prevention of such acta 

III '■"bme- l.rought to notice the employment of laptiehs with the tah8ildar^(refcrred 
to ill my desnateh No. 12). and the necessary orders have been givTii to prevent this 
in future. 1 think, therefore, uow that the eollection of taxes may be proceeded iih 
ill the siiirit as well as in the letter of the Scheme of Ijclurms. 

1 i!.n glad to inform vour Kxeellency that the kaimakam of 
(living at iCara), Tahir Uey, whom I reported against in my despatch f', 

L-cn dismissed, at least from this vilayet, and sent to the Hrnsa Vilayet. Ihc \ .ili 

is also pleased at this result. . . , .p ,,,,,,1 

I may mention that there are constant y rumours among both furks 
Christiansen this town of war with Hussia, which is to 

They can give no louiululioii hir these rumours, but i thmk il as wtW to mlnnii 
your Excellency of their existence. ^ ^ 

(SigiUHir'"’ V. «. MAUNSELL 
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No. 30. 


Mr. C. IJardingv to the Martjuess of Salisbury.—{Received February 7, 189b.) 

(No. 173.) 

My Lord, ^ December 31, 1807. 

I HAVE the liononr to report to your Lordship that I have receivtKl iiirurmation 
from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-GeiUTnl in Tabreez of the arrival in that city of 
seven nicinbers of the Armenian Kovolutionary Party, nrniwl with rifles, and having 
two cases of cartridges witli them. 1 tclcginph^l at once to Mr. Stevens in-itniding 
him to donounee them to tin* Governor-General, and to have their rifles and ammu¬ 
nition taken from them. 

The Mushir-ed-l)owlelj, to whom 1 eommiiniented this information. 1ms also sent 
teleprm])hie instructions in the sane sense. 

1 fear that the arrival ill Talmez of these Armenian revolutionaries iiidieate the 
intention of their jMirty lo cause furtlier troubles upon the Tureo-P(^rsian fmntier. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES UARUlNGi:. 


No, 37. 

.Sir P. Currie In the Maryueiis of Salisbury.—{Rrceiced February 7.) 

(No, 50.) 

My liOrd, Comtantinoplct January 2!), lSi)8. 

I HAVE tlic honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
1 have received trom Her Majesty's Consul at .lerus^ilem, containing ohservations 
respecting the Greek celebration of Christmas at Bethlehem. 

r have, See. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 37- 
Consul Dickson to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 1.) 

Jeriisaieuiy January 10, 1898. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 1 of the Otli .lanuary of last year, in which I 
reported a threatened aflVay at Bethlehem 0 )» the eve of tlic Greek Christnias, I have the 
honour to inform your Excellency that great apprehensions were entertained that u 
dislurhance would occur this year on the same occasion. Happily, however, the celebra¬ 
tion of the festival )>as.scd olf with perfect (raiupiiliity. 

I had the honour to mention in my despatch above referred to that the Latins had 
permitted the Greek procc.-jsioii to pa.ss twice through tlic north door of the Grotto of 
the Nativity only on the Preach Consul-General nroinising that it would be the last time 
that it should occur, and that in future the Greeks should merely oxorciso their right of 
passing once whilst celchraling the Festival of the Nativity. 

As the time approached for holding the festival, the authoritios at Constantinople 
were consulted by the Mutessarlf as lo what course he should adopt, hut the reply wa.H 
eva-sivc, being to the eflect that the status yuo should be maiiiuiincd. 

The I''rench Consul-General, who hud also asked for instructions from his Govcrii- 
meijt, anil who Imd reckoned on its support in his endeavours to uphold the rights ui' the 
I^itins, appears lo have received an answer rather to favour the Greeks, the object being 
to please the Russians, who were strongly hacking the Greeks in their pretensions. On 
being prc.s.sed by the Latin clergy to keep to his promise solemnly giveji a year ago, the 
French Consul-General felt obliged to declare that they couht not count upon the 
aKsIstance of the French Government, and they Iheronpon very wisely, to prevent a 
scaiulal so derogatory to Christianity, deUrmined to make no resistance, aiul the 
ceremony passed oIT quite 4iiiictly. 'I he Acting RtisMnn Consul-Genend with the whole 
of his stall in full iiniforiu was present at (he ceremony tii give countenance and Huuiioit 
lo the Greek clergy. 

The result ot this incident has been once more to secure a victory for the Rus-siuns. 

[10051 I 
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os llicir influence nncl prestige willi tlie Greeks Imvc keen ttiercby eonsiilcrobly increnseil, 
but I regret to state tlint ttie Frencli Consul-General 1ms been a victim ot the^ 
proceedings. Having staked his word olflcially that the Latins .should be mamtamed m 
their rights, and feeling that he could not fulfil his promise, the matter secin.s to have 
wei'died so heavilv-upon his mind that it brought on a serious illness, from which he had 
previously sulferod, and he succuiuhcd on the lOth instant, much regretted by all classes, 
with whom he was very populnr. 

1 hftve, &c. 

(f>i«ne(l) .TOilM DICKSON. 


No. :sw. 

Sir P. Currir to fhe yfartfuetis /./ (A'ecfiirr/ Fehrunry 7.) 

Pothstanlimplrt Janttarif *il*, ISOS. 

^ i HAYK the lionour to torwonl to your Lonlsliip hcrcwitli copy ofa despatch which 
I have received from Jler .Majesty’s Consul nt .lerusiilcm, giving anaccouni of tlje funeral 
of the French ^hmsul at that'placo. who recently died there. 

T have, Szc. 

(Siuncdl IMIII.IV Cl'UUIK. 


Iiudostii'e in No. 8S. 
ro7i.oi/ Dirksnu to Sir I*. CamV. 

^ Jrru!tnlriit, Jtntuttrif IS, IS98. 

wrriI reference to iiiy immediately preceding despatch, In which I alluded to tho 
death .»f M. Tjcdoul.x, the Vrendj ronsul.neueral in this city, I have the honour to 
icport to your 1‘jxcclleiicv that his funeral took place on the 1-th instant with unusual 
disjilav and eereniony. Four days heforc his tleath M. licdoulx had been rawed to the 
rank of Minister I'leninolentiarv (“Ministre Plenipolenllaire on Palestine”) hy the 
(h)veriiment of the French Ucpiibiic. and this fact gave an onportunily to the ItciicIi 
colony and liiitin community in general of making as groat a ifomonstration as possible 

at the funeral. i c * 1 . 

The proce‘«.sion, which was at least half u-nnlc in length, lett the house 01 ^ the 
deceased nt 8*30 a.m., proceeded along the principal streets of Jerusalem to the Fran¬ 
ciscan t 'lunch of St. Saviour, where the funeral service was performed, and then continued 
its route to the <»ppo.sitc end of the town, where, at noon, the rcmaiUH were dcpo.sited in 
the church of St. .Vnne, in French ground (‘‘sol Fran«;nis,” as stated in the funeral 
oration), the church in question being the property of ihe French Dovornment. the 

(iennnn, Italian, and American ConaulH and myself were the pal! hearers. 

The feeling thntl^tin interests have fo*- some time been giving way to those ot the 
Greek Church, and tliat French prestige has been losing ground whilst Russian influence 
has been on the increase, caused the French clerical party, supported hy the Franciscan 
monks and the Roman Catliolic community in general, to avail themselves of the death 
of the French Consul-General for making ns gixjat n religious demonstration and display 
a.s was possible. The funeral procession and tho ceremonies connected therewith were, 
in consequence, tho most imposing that tlcrusalom ha.s witnessed in modem times, and 
the effect on tlio general public has Iieon great. 8ho|Mi and places of business were 
closed, and everywhere along the route taken by the procession thousands of |K50ple of 
ail sects collected as siwctators. , . • v u 

In the funeral oration, which was delivered by one ot tho Dominican rathers, 
allusion was made to the eminent qualities of the deceased as the Representative of 
France, and it was delicately hinted that his death was due to his excessive personal zeal 
for tho interests i»f the Catholic Church, to which he devoted himself more than perhaps 
he need have done. In any case, the oficct produced by this imposing ceremony ha-s 
hecn such as will help to revive to a considerable extent both French and Catholic 
influence in this city. 

1 have, «c. 

(Signed) JOHN DICKSON. 
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No. 3i). 

Sir P. Currie to the Marfiurits 0 / Suthburp.—{Received February 7.) 

(N... (i2.) 

.V . Comlanlinopif. February 3, 1S98. 

I H A \ h the honour to forwnnl to your Lorilstiip herewith copy of n despatch which 
I have received trom Her MajcHty’s Consul nt Jeddah re.spccting rumours ofa movement 
in the Hcdjnz. led hy Aziz Rev. 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUlUtlE. 


Inclosure in No. 39. 

ConMit Deveif to Sir P. Currie. ' 

(No. (!.) 

t .1 1 . Jfddali, Januan/ 19, 1898. 

; ,1 , lo report that, about three weeks ago, there were rumours of 

a certain .\bdul .Aziz Hoy, said to he a nephew l)y marriage of His HiglincH.H the Khedive, 
having entered the llcdjnz tor the purpose of creating sedition. 

The story is now suppl-'incnled by the pai ticulnm that tins Rey formerly served in 
llie J ritwh Imlmn army (with the rank of Colonel [?]), but threw up his commission and 
left India tor hgypt. and that having eollueted a score or so of retainers, is now 
licsiegm^, as the phrase goes, Acaba Tlie maximum mmilier that I have heard 
>UUe(lof hiH torcc.s Ls between fifty and sixty; but there is no reason for anticipating 
that lie would he able to e.xcrl tlie leu'll iulluencv upon tlie Redotiiiis or induce them to 
espouse his cause whalcyer it may he. t)ii the contrary, it may be expected that they 
would prefer to seek for some profit by his (‘nptiire and delivery to the Ottoman 
authorities. 

1 regret that I have been iiiiuhle to glean more than this very scanty information, 
but i a con.ieeturc may he hazarded on the .subject, it would he that this incident should 
be itlasseu us one in winch an ambitious and needy adventurer, dissatisfied with ill- 
.•success 111 distant lands, is seeking notoriety and prominence nearer home, and possibly 
even there is little more substance in the movement than an attempt on the part of 
Aziz Bey to force his personal grievances upon the notice of cither the Egyptian or 
I urkish, or Bniuli Government. ’ 

Ihe tiflmr luLs attracted but very -slight attention in Jeddah ; however, I understand 
tlial General Shukri Pasha is heing disjiatched to-morrow to .Acuba to report on the 
facts, and I do not hear that any troops wimlevor arc being moved. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. P. DEVEY. 


No. 'Hf. 


Sir P. Currie to the Murtiueas of Satisbury.~-{Heceived February 7.) 


(No. 05,1 

My Lord, Couaianlinoute, February’6, ISdS. 

I llAVh the honour to lorward to your Lordship lierewitli copy of a desimtcli 
winch I have received from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Alexandretto respecting tho 
Armenians now in prison there, of whom he transmits a list. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 








Inclosurc* 1 in No. 40. 


Vici-Cijnsul C'o/oiii lo liir /'. Currie. 

Alrxinutrcllii, Jmuurn 2i, 18'J8. 

Sir, , I,'v,.ll,.iipv’« ilcKimlcli of tlie loth iiwlnnl rtsiiucUiiK tliu 

WITH rticrciicc to J'’”'" “i'eUii, 1 Imvo the honour lo Iriiiujinil 

Aniicniimu confincil in tlie 'I ;* mnl tliu tt|i|>nront ciium: i>l Ihoir 

hcrcivill, n liKtKivinB tho ^ l.lur ox.uninnlion hotorc U.c proiKU 

..avntc, .» Mr.Conuu. ... to«ss.st 

“‘“'"ah rwi'nls lhc Arninniuns of 1"“!. of Tuiko,, 

nioro or les,. in llio snnio nnk.n.l ^ 

„,nl I Imve no uiwninl hints to rq.ort on ttin suhiccl. ^ 

(SiBncl) A. CA'IOM. 


Inclosurn 2 iti No. 10. 

LISTK lies liatcnns Arm4nions nxistnnts ihins Ics frisons ,1’Alo.vamtot... 



( S*mH rnini»niic»r. tl’uvmr onwrl * 


f OlittUMf-i Aivniitiii 

S-|iUniUtf, lWi7 ^ MnnUrtrt Kt chWnaii .. 

I'iIUkw Kluitiliia" •• 

.... KriW l)ja»r«mii 

... ... Dikmit K»‘lj"riai' 

•a, tutoU .MnnutiCl.ili.K..l..i**. .. 


Ct* i\i-UX .I.-UMIUH, uucirl,. M.•Tr^ .lu f oUi'«. 

M. vx-Dinot* tit 'lii '‘'f..'. ” " ’ 

ncmcllfiHcnt I It AiiiC riqui'. nvmti.i I ml. i.i» ‘f 
,1,. f..,.-!,.. utiv cttilf u AUx«i»lniU‘ ii-iiii It;" 
fm.U» iU-n ..qilicUnh vi .t.ratit" |«iu%ry-, muf 
liur fiHpriMinmMifl.t iiii}*r6vu In 

M-itliMitiuii tlf IVHln-itriH-. 

n .-i fico.i«' ‘I’tUi* lu iHTvmi.f .Im.t »l . V 
uutaloJi .Iwt" i‘n«» 1“.“ *** - 

it u.ln-N-tf .Ic Chyim- |Mr ui. m. t.i.m. a mut 
iKalcmfUl » ‘|U‘ 

riiiilmlf M. I*. K . . i.-. t* 

Ot. |.»(U‘i.a quM i" nl:.lr>t> a'tf 

lUv.auUrmi.Bm-* Arm.-..ini% w irou'w.i ii 
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No. IK 

.Sir 1-. Cur.u to ll« .o/.Sn/M(no;/.-(hV™m/ yotnoirj, 7.) 

(Nt». 71.) IHIIK. 

My^ortl, I ..wlwl.Jo’s ilrsimUli N" TJ of tlif ultimo, I Uuo 

WITH rnf. ■riK-n ';v ; P tri l.tiim to tl," notin' of tin-.Snl.linn- I’.nt,: 

M;,'r.XnIirii: i'ort'.'n .. «r Khu.l-1.'«^ «••'! ■nt'-.v sin.ilnr uomphiints 

from olhni ilistrii'ts. 


»:] 

Tho incloscil copy of a Memorandum drawn up by Mr. Bloek, chief I Irairoman 
of this hmlmssy, will (>ive your Ixirdship an idea of tlic present stale of the adininis- 
inition of the Anatolian I’rovinees and of the iliflieultv of niakirie any effective 
r<!pr)\s(>ni:ilioT>s at tlio Sublinu: Porto. * 

1 called on Towlik P.asha yestenlay and spoke lo him of the L-mvily of the 
sitnalnin in Anatolia. His Ivxcelicney tliaiiked me for the various eommiiiiieations 
respeelmi; the .sullermgs of Armenians and Ihc mveessea of the Kurds which I have 
from lime lo lime hranohl h. his notice Ihronoh my Dragomans, and asked me lo uive 
him miles of the conh'iils of the principal Itepoks in a conncelcil form, which he 
nmld lay l.ehire the Omiid Vizier, f promi.sed lo comply with his Uxeellenev-s 
rei|Ui'sl. and shall report my fnrlher aelion in due eonrse to your I oislshii, 

I have, A:c. 

(SiKiied) l'llll,ll' CIJRRII':. 


laclohuro in No. -11. 

Meinuifiiiduvi htj Mr. iihck. 

I li.‘\\t: not faih'.! lo hrinu lo Ihe nothe of the I'orle lli.' deploralde stale of 
Ihiicjs cMSlmi'in Ihe < i.sIricN of Akhlal and ilonlanik and in Ihc Vilavet of Ititlis 
generally. I have spoken uilh Ihe l••orcion .Minister, Ihe Crand Vizier, and the 
Mmisler o the nierior, and, al Ihe rnpiesl of Ih" laller. I have plawd on paper Ihe 
rarnins statemeols . ,„w uilh .ee.ard lo Ih.' pillm<in.a of (;i„',siian villages will, 

iinpiimlj hy ihe honls, Ihe ms.amrily of thi' eounli'y ueneiMlIv. and Ihe wani of 
ema'oj display.al hi the anihoriliis from the Vali downwards. 

, .1 'iroie.-hl also to 11,., „,,ii|.,. „|' i|„. p,,^,,, n,,. „( ..sisti,,,. i„ ||„. 

(hsirn t ol knarpni, an,I havi- r,.|„'al. dly askeil ll,',l II,,' lax-<-oll"<'lor. si.hi Ireal Hu, 

ji„|K,vc.',sl„,I u. alters will, mm,'leni.an-y. I a,„ always inloianeil that insiru.-lions 
hare I.,-,',, senl. hut Ihi- ,'.sult ,s, | (i.r )„„„ saiisfa.'lory. I have lold Ihe firan.l 
t and U,' .Muii.sler i.f Ih. Inl.'nor lhal the aulln.rilies will .'nil hy ilrivi,,', Ihu 

•"■"I’.■■|ie,wl,o„ (,/. Mr. honlanas .\o. oil, yo„r I'hveellenev’s No. II of" the 

hlh .Innmoy, a,„l la„,l hahslniry .No. 12 of t|,.. I.hih .laniiai-y). ' 

1 have also r.,■pr.•.se,.l.■,l ,„any naaa.l oia'asions, and'aaaiin y.'sler.lav, to the 
.rami t.znr thill ll.r .Map'sly ,. hanhassy nolii','s with muel, ,s'u,'el that The local 
,i„tl,or,lns in II,,' Asiatic pioyinces eoiiliniii’ lo Inal Ih,' Aiincnians will, exln'iiie 
.seventy, anioimlmi; al linn s, j{ wouhl s. eiii, lo lairscenlioii, on the siiiiposilioa ih.al 
Iheri'ari-revolutioinu'j .'iKenl,, ,i| work ainoiii' I 'O'in.and 1 havi' point,',I mil that tin' 
Itrcah'st disei'iiiiinniion shoiihl I.,- es.'ii iseil iiol lo I'onlonml ih,' iiinoei.'iil with Ihe 
0,1,lly I havi'luk.'il III,,, thosi' 'inesli d on snspieion .lioiild la, al onee examini'd 
ami ,f mniKienl should I.,' s. t at liherly p;/. .Majo, Massv’s lele'-ram of Ih,' 
-/Ih 'Iniiuaiy ami Captain l.lln.l's t,'l,'Hi'.,i„ of tli.' 21)11, .laiiiiury). 

lijivi* j.Imj >j)okL!ji 111 tin* .Minislris nlii-v«? mnutionml miiiccriiiim llic Ij.qrftli 
ineiiMiri's in fo,.',, ait.'iinsl Ai'ini'niaiis I'einrninp' from alinsad, as rclal.'il hv 
-Mr. l.oiii,'Wi>rlh in his No, 1 ol ||,i' 2ml .lammrv. • 

I limi tl,.' Ministers, as a ml,', well ,lis|H.M;i lo list,,,, lo ll,.' ropii's.'ntations, hi.l 
to what e.steiit thi'y are siiecesslnl I am iinahh' to slate. 'I'li,' .Minister of Ihe Inlerioi 
im.'.'.',’' r'‘’r','r'ufC''''''''- io-druetions hnv,' hiam seni ali'eaiiv lii 
tin, ports of Ihe lllni'k .Sea nol to himh'r tl,,' I'eliirn of Arnn'iiians p, ihi'ir lioini's 
/,r,„„//„o ,(,a, ore sure that Ihnj n,„ Hul „„xe// up in „„v IruuMtn. Of .anil's,' thi.; 
pr.iM.so li'iives lo III,'anlhoi'ili.'s vi'iy s’niil lalil,iil,', lint tl,'.' .Minister ih'idares 'll, ,, 
jmhws It IS sliow'ii eh'iirly I hat tin y are a'-eilsed of some erime, they are at once set ai 
iherly. testi'i'day the .MiiiisKa' ol Ihe liilerior sent leh'i'inphie orders to Van to 
have Ihe iirn'stisl .Vrmeiiniiis (Mr. lilliol’s leli'S-ram of the 2!Mli .hiimary) .sel fne afle, 
exainiimtnm, whieli I'.vainimitloii was to hi' earried out al oni'e. Ills I'l.Melleiii'V 'is 
wet .'IS the (imnd Vizi.'i', p,.,r.,s.sed to know iiothiiijt of these arri'sls or of aiivliilim 

lh''.Hl,’‘,l 'Vv 'v”" '■'‘•f'-fts alllioiuth Ihey ileelan. 

I'll Isitl, at Selinas and \i,ii, ns well as in some oilier parts of Ihe I'ersiaii frontier 

ln.nh'r"“’‘ filulions with Ariiii'iiiaiis within the 

\lini!l..rot"i’h'“''l V' “'"I ••.\ihal lo Tripoli, Hi. 

. ll r ol (he liitnior «ivs sIh* u.is :irn*.slf<l aftor roiiHulialHHi vvr.li Artlii I'mlif. 
hihI "I* uf violiilinii Iiriil ill-irfatmojil is iiIijmiIuIuIv As Coi- iIh' 
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S111M10S<«1 mimliT of Armoiiiiiiis hIio tiad dolivonal IIk'HiscIvcs uj) to tlio jwdicc! l)y tlw 
polic.-, ttioinsolvos.),.. stat.^ that lhay worr kilh'd in opon light after firmg npon he 
latti'r, and llie Vali ■•oidd stive simple and convincnig inlormation to Jfr. Whot on the 
siihioct. lie added lhal the Vali was admittislly a i>ood ollleial, and it wmdd he use.iil 
if \lr. lilliot and he wen- to eonipare notes hefote Mr. Ulliol telegraphed here. 

1 llnd L-enerally that the Porte is very desixindenl ahont the state of Ihmgs in tlie 
iiPivinees; the Turkish Ministers-.vitli whom I have spoken are eonvincisl lhal some- 
Ihiin' is I,rewing. The fJrand Ylr.ier told me that the Uiissians hsive nnneeessary 
largi^innihersoflinopson the fnintier: that the lliisssan (.laieral at Kars, in n pnhhe 
soeeeh the other .lav, fomshadowed an advnnee towards Erzem.im ; and the note 
i.hhvssed I.v M. .ladoVskv, when Charge d’.MTaires. eoneernnig the llannd.e and tlie 
•ii.eeiirilv of the fronlicr'distriels is interpreted to mean that l.iissia will, s.s.ner or 
later take an opporliinilv of erossing the horder. It is sappo'asl that ll.issian .\gents 
an'at work fomenting diseonteni and distnihanee, with the ohjeel ol giving an 
for an advanee. On tins aeeoi.nl the I’orle is most an.vions to avoid Ironhle with the 
\rn.enians, hiil the Kurds aiv evidently masl.a-s of the situation, and, as long as there 
is tl,.' M.iallest snspieioi. Unit there is a nivoliitamary spiiil among the ,Vrm.iman.s no 
rfforls rilluT on pari of this Kmliassy or tiio I jrto will lead lo tin* reslinint ami 
p.mishme.it of ll.e Kurds, wl.o an' looked in.on as the pn.iier arm to iisi' l» erus . 
disalfeetion among the Armenians. The Vails are |s.werless. and /ekki asha is tin 
real Coverimr-denenil-ia-ehief of the eoantry. 1 may evoa go so far as to state that, 
altho.ioh the I'orte would he only too glad to restore order and prosperity m the 
Armenian pi-ovinees, it is imahlc to do so owing to the w.ant of eounigi! and initiative 
at the Porte just as much as to the weakness of the local authorit.c.s ll.e Ministers 
\w nirrolv elin^mi; lo oirice, find vainly fnd<jav<ninni; to iinteli up the business and 
.'un liim*; huirns^n maltcr of fael. Ilicy are oul of their depth so to speak, and the 
Pnhn e is nineh in the snme jHisition. The danger is <-.vidpnt to them all. hut they see 

no way of averting It (Signisl) ADAM ULOCK. 

Cnn^limlhioplr, /'V/irimn/ '2, 11108. 


No. 12. 

The Miiniursa of Snlixbiirii lo Sir />. Currie. 

CNo. _0.1 forriijH O^ier, h'ebrunry 7, 1808. 

■ ' 1 HAVE received vonr desp.ateh No, f.f. of the 27th ultimo, inclosing a Heport 

fniii. Her Majestv’s VieelConsnl at Sivas with reganl to the steps taken by him to 
nn'vent the sale of the proi>erty of Armenian villager for the payment of taxes. 

1 reiiuest that your Excolloney will convey to Cnpt.am Maunsell my approval of 

his netion in this matter. . 

1 am, &c. 

(Hif^ncd) SAlilSBURY. 


No. t3 

.Sir /*. (Jarrir In thr .\//in/wrjfs o/‘.SfihWiury .—Wlrn ivcti /'Wdiifin/ M.) 

CoiiWwH/iHo/j/r, /'V/trimry 5, IHOS. 

• \V1TH refimaiee lo mv despalch No. 82h of the 2(ith Deeemher. 1807, I have the 
hon.mr lo forward to yoar’l.ordihip herewith copy of a despatch 
from Her Maiestv’a Vice-Consul at Van, resp<'etm‘? the ! VV* 

rondiliou of that vilavel. of the prewredinijs af Z'‘kki Fasha and the Haimdieh Cavalr>. 

' 1 ' ave, \*c. 

<Sii;i.ed) niiLii* CUUKir. 


lueiosnre in No. *13. 


Ciiiitain hlffint to sir P. Currif. 

(No. 1.) 

Sir. Cm, .hui‘r:r>f 10, ISUS. 

I heiionr t'» :tekuiiwle<I*^e ihe Vt'eeipl 'i' Cnjitaiii .'•Iatins.-ir‘- despatch 

N»>. 1 i>r iIjc 7tli Deeemher, forwanlod t'l me hy Her Britaniiie MajotyV (Niiisul, 
Kr/.i?r ,um> en the Auhj.vi nf tin- rernuji'’* vImI the .Mu«‘hir d’ Mu* Mil Ar:ny Corps, 
Xehl.I Fasha, at lkr/.in^diiaii. 

Vs the in which I !mvc rdVrretl l » ZeMvi Faslia may 

conv. y a iliffcreiit impixwmi from lhal prndueed fm me hy I’cathiiit this despatch, i 
cmisi hT that an expIunuHon is rctpiircd froiu me wiien I slate lliat, llic evils that this 
couoiry sulTcis from are maiu'y due to ZekhI Paslia, and tliat his removal wouhl he :ni 
immense hcnelit, and j'o a loni' way towai’.ls restfirim; eonlldencc and order. 

Captnin .Maunsell has stateil that Zekki I’asha isdetermiiicd to loster the Ilamhlieh 
Cavalry at all costs, and saeriiice any «>ne wlio oj.poscb him in this his oreat idea. 

This is exactly what the MushiV has Imimi doing in ihc past with most disastrous 
results. 

Tlie Ilamidieh Cavalry in this vilayet consists on paper of fonrtts'n rcgiinent.s or 
liriy-se.von sipiadrons (one. regiment has live squadrons and the ivuiainder four). I he 
squadroiiK are 120 stnmg. 

Actually I hcliev<‘ tladr uumhers aiv vi-ry eousiclerahly les.s. 

The cost to this vilayet of llm Ilamidieh is consideitihle. Its amount at pj-esent 
I liavo not succeeded in ascertaining. For seven yt‘ars no tuxes have hetm jiaid hy the 
irihes furnishing these'r4‘gimcnts. Orders have now conic t«i collect the taxes with 
nrn'urs. Thcscj orders cannot he carriiwl out without tin* use ol troops, ami this would 
rniwi a Rui'dish que.stioii in a sonu'what {tcutc form. 

Since the formation of the llamidieli regiments the revenues of tins province have 
steadily detdined, and continue to decline. 

The “ Salnameh ” for tlie eurn*nt yejir i*stimates as follows:— 


Actually, moreover, the amount of rcv(*nuo realized has fallon far short of the sum 
necessary to’administer the vilayet, and monuv from other vilaj'cts and Conatantinoplo 
has been sent hero for the purpose, and still tlie olllciuls, zuptmhs, police, and troops 
arc many montlis in urn'AVs with Ilnur |)ay, and the evils that necessiirlly follow* such 
a state o’f alfairs, such ns diseonti'ut, im*lUcioncy. and (romipti»m, prevail to an unusual 
extent. 

'Hie reason of all this is not far Ui seek. The Kunls iu gtuioral, and more^rticu- 
larly tlie Jfamidieh, not only pay no taxe.s themselves,but they have robbed and harried 
the Armenians who would pay to such an extent that, in many cases, they are unable 
to find enough to siqiport. existence on. Terrible poverty and distress, ns I have alnrady 
had the honour to nqmrt te your Ivseelloncy, arc the result, and very many of these, 
the most induHtrious and tlirilly inlmhitanls of tlie ^novinco, art* exiles or beggars. I 
need not go farther into this aspect of the cast;, which has doubtless been repeatedly 
brought to notice hy othei*s as well as myself. 

[ may, however, mention that 1 have l)et;n told hy a luis-sionary wlio has houu 
nearly thirtv yeaw in tlic esumtry, that tin; ctmditiun of tin* Armenian people now is 
incomparably worst; than he lias ever known it, even during the time of the war witli 
llussia. 

The Kniinnkainliks of Ferigri Argisrh and .Mahnnmdi are <*nlirely in llnmidioh 
hands. Nt>t a parnli ot laxalhm is ivalized from tinun, and tin* gt>v<!rnmout of the 
viluyiit is not reetignized. 

I liavt* in tin; ahove-quotcil leh'grams and despalcin.'s i*opoi‘ted tt» your Fxcellency 
how, when Sht*mshi Faslia, tlwj acting Vali t)f Van. tried it) make ilie Kurds amcnalde 
lo the law and to secure safety t)f life ami piriperty, he iiieiirnsl the enmity of the 
.Mushir, Zekki Fnslm, who. by mulcrliaml inlrigue.s and every means in his |v)wcr, has 
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striven Id briiit? Iiun inio (lisgiuec. Mon‘ (mi'ticulai'ly was this U»o casr last Aui^iisl, 
wlieii till! attack by Armcniau revolutionists on the Kurils, ami later still the pri'seuee 
of arined binlies of them in Van, hml annised fanatical passions t«> a danmnous extent. 

It is the Mushir, Zekki Pasha, who by ])roloetin^', if he does not instiijatc, tlic 
Kurds to lawlessness and outraj^i* is w»lely res]M»isible for the state of alVairs to which 
I have alluded, oral any ntte for the continuance of it. 

As ivyards thi* military value of tlie Hamidieii, for wiiieli such ?»acrilices must he 
made, 1 can with conliderie state (hat jk at present or:;aui/.ed thi’} are wurM* than 
worthies. They Iiave a .stroni; inliernit di*<like » • •.■■llini; liurt.‘iml ah.solutely no 
diseiplini to rnjihh* tlib weakness to he oveirone , 

‘riiey are, on the otlier hand, aiwa\> remly for oulnii;i- iiul nddiein. In war they 
would devour and waste the supplies in the country, and so exospi'nite the inhahitants 
hy their e >iidui-t that tliiN' would welcome tind as-isl an enemy who would rid the 
eonntry of their ]nvsence. 

Wlien in dune the Kurds came to Van to liarry tin* Armenian'^, the fact that 
theie w *re a few lueu witli rilles in a str«‘et would '-aifie them ir> t;ive that .Imol a 
ver\ wiile he' tli. 

\/M>\ year 'hey were unable to p^•veat the rmenian revolutionists fiom ••rossini» 
till' liunlitu’, l or had they the resotiitioii lo seiimi'^ly tackle tlieiii when they had eio'-si'd. 
Small hocies i!’ from thirty to lilty made their way tlmmirli them and ifot into Van. 

Near Perjori, one i.f thes-* liamls thirty-two stronir w«'re surrounded tu a little 
villnu^i* liy Mm llam'dieh i f the SlievU tribe inuli-r dallir Iley fmentioned in teie-rram 
of ihcTtli .lime, lsf)7. and de-pateh Xn. :^H), and Pt<t of the Idvli tribe. At niijht- 
fall tlie .irmeijjans broke lliroU5»h and re.-iched Van. -10 mile.s distant, uilh the lo^s of 
lime of (heir nnmluu', who vtniyed in the dark and fell into the hands of the Kurds. 
Only one Kurd was killed and two woundefl. 

Sheref Hey, formerly Krumtikaio of tlie •2t)lli Keirinient (Shikefti Irllie'. tin* 
nearer of a .silviT *' linliaz,'* ind llh (*lf»‘i Osinanieh, may he t.aken ns an iii.tane * of 
an llaiuidiidi odieer, who the Mnsl.ir eoieidci.-' espeeijilly worthy of honour 

List Au;;iist he was in e/imp with ‘JOO men of his regiment on the Peru'ne fi'nutier, 
uliieh it was his duty lo watch. Ili* .allowed himself to he Kurpris‘'il tmi* neo iirn: at 
daybreak by a parly of Armenian revolutionists, lie I'seaped by crawl!; . i'.ao* 
minioiisly away on his stomach, thu.s avoiiling observation, though he ri-veiv ^l i .light 
wound. His wife and alKuit lf»(» of Ins peojile wen* kilh'd. He and his tribe were 
repi.rled as utterly cowed by the n>ugli handlini: they liad received. 

His iiondiu't on this Mrasion appeared all the same to c*a!l for speeinl rei-oirnitii.p. 
Ho was pnjinoted to .Mir Alai, and was not long before he gained further distiacaun 
hy atlaekiiig some defencelevs villagi-s across the border in Persia and mcreilessi\ 
slaugbtering the inhabitants, men. women, and cbildreu, Christian and Mosl'‘m alike. 

Two or tlm!C weeks ago he robbed a Persian eanivan, and bus thus causal a fresh 
(lilbeulty between the Persian and 'rnrkish (Joverumeiits 

It is hopelt*ss to expect ilial any Ixuly of men thus olliceii'd will ever be of tiny 
use ill the liidd. There are a few Nizam olIieei*s with llte Hamidioh, but they an: 
no! :ibove the mnk of Captain, and can etre«*i nothing oni* way or another. 

'I’lie Turks are \ery bitter against (he Uamidieh and llicir pndeetor, Zi‘kki Pasha, 
and do not lu-sitate toexjiiS '. (heir opinion'. 

Then* are lots of Kurd', in tin* Xlz.am battalions hen*. All the odlecrs ! have 
t|uestionc(l aliout them *ny tliey nmke good soldier.s find an* not lrouhk‘some, thoutrli .at 
In-sl they an* handicfippeil hy not knouing'I'urkish. 

Hie Harnldieii organiz'itioe w itm.. no! the only way in which the Kurds eau In 
tnadeMibjeet loiliseipline. 

In fji<*l it not only prevents :m\ idea of military diseipliin- liom heiug instilled 
into lliem, hii! places tlien, ;ihi»\e ilie oiiliiiary law of the land. 

As regards the siip]josed intention l<. conci*ntnili* (nsjps a» .Mnslinml l*!r/cn»U' i 
during the coming spring, nothing seems to he kimun hen*. Nor are theix* any signs 
that any aggn*ssion is intendeil In Hnssia in tlie near future If anytliing *oi tin* 
sort were lieing cmlemplai 'd. tli'- ehanee> an* Ihni ruiuoui's would rearli Van, a*. 
many .\i'meiunns from Ih h* are in varion*. parts of the Cauc •.mis, and any unusual 
pn isanilions would be vi r\ llke|\ to excite notice. 

Ih-yoml lliis it is iin[)(.s>ii)|e to lorm an opinion, 1ml 1 In-g permission to remind 
your l’..M*i-lh lie,, of the nj jir.iio.tl;. ne tivele.ss eoneenti-atioh of 1r ops in (Id., vilayet 
last .aiilun 5.. 

Tliene hirge niovei, t p . entail a ci le’ih ruble i'\p(*nse on the cxlinusti d 

mouiccs of till country, are a hanlsldp lo otllcer.s and men who luvve to leave tbeir 
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families in distant t-mns «tte.-ly unprovided for owing to 

X^bjea tit «r“;«lsiSsAT^ inseparable from tbo 

■" "*1-“■ 

shoutTl tro^,le.s arise, to pl;.ee bims.-ir at tl.e head ..f an ...dependent Kiml.sta.., .t 
of eoursc al.nost i...p<.ssible to ot.lai.i dhect eonurmat.on. r.-.iorli..o it 

M’lien I li(!ard it. i eoncludcd (bat tl.e eireiiinsti.iices justified me in teporliii, 

intiuenee witt. tl.e Kunls was tin-., supreme, 
to as tl.e one man f.o... win.... they l.ad eve.yliung to fea.- or expiiot. S. 
b!.wevo.-, lie has been vinlenlly assi.iled on all sides, aad, I believe, does not feel l.is 

tirir^ i.is .,uar.ei wi.b the K..r.i u-iu, j 

llaii 'I'einii. I'lie e.vilo of lliese men is a gis-at l.low to ins pivst.ge and mil... nn, 

eneourage.s the hope tbal bis own dowi.rall is not bir oil. . 

U is diflieiill lo gel at the faets of this juiaii-el. .U1 1 eaii b..i n f a t 
Emil. I’asba telegraphed to the Sultan lliul the Musb.r, /a;kki lash,., 1 a 1 ivu. 
Pa l.lr, '...d Vi..t.”b ...a.- Peiigri) to ll.sseii. Pasha, lie .luestmned Ins right to do so. 
and ileeli.ual lo .eniai.. uader Uoseii. Pasha's o.;de.-s a.id stated Ins '"‘j'''*'"'',^ 

U. Pci-sia. I Isdieve llaji I'emir ..ither j..i..ed n. (bis teleginm nr .sent om. I.in.s, it t.. 
mm h Ihi’ siiiue elTeel. hilt i.f this 1 am mil ecrlaiii. 

As legards the slat.-nmnl that Zekki Pasha “ is aot a null. Iikelj; 
set o.. rs.t mule,.ha,Id i..t,agues against the su,,rente 
that he is always engaged in nmlerhand intrigues again.st tin ‘ j,. 

Soveia'i-i. has ini.aisled the govermiieat of tl.e various |.rov...ces, nor does In .simple 
to use iniv me ins to iiisiiie the downfall of those who mcnr Ins enmity. 

Vkki Pa^ to i>ea man of gre.at ahililies, and Captain .Man,.sell hears 

for the giKid of his emiiitiy is the eoiiclnsioii to wliieli 
I am iiiiiielled hy the fae.ts that from time to time I have hud the hononr of hmigiiig 
to your Kxcellency’s notice. ^ 

(Signed) G. l''- KLLIUT. 


No. 41. 

tfir P. CioTii' to thr of S../is(iury.-{Receirtd Frliruary 14.) 

(No. 70.) Conslontinoiilf, /-Vl.ruary 7, 1890. 

^ WITH reference to your I.ordsliip's despaleh No. 11 of the 10th ultimo, respeetmg 
my pmimsed action with a view to obtaining the releiise of ;VThe 

Kechmeeliia.,, 1 l.ave tl.e lionoiir (o report that ... ■'“'‘-''“'‘'“‘l „ 

French and Italian Embassies, the joint represenlation on her heluilf l,a.s heel, lUInjt I 

till .iflei- the lOtli day of liiiiiiaziin. 

I have, «c. 

(Signed) PUlldP CUUKIE. 


No, 4.0. 

Sir P. Currir In Iho .IfnrryiiMs of ^nlishorij.—'Krctivod Fi-hruori) It.) 

Mv ’lLnl Comlanlinoi,l.-, Fohruury 7, 1890 

Wl'i’ll refcronco to my despatch No. 71 of the 5th iusUint, ‘!!,! 

from Her Miyesty's Vico-Cousnl at Van, eommenting <>'' .o to your 

the subject of his vUit to Jlarshall Zekki Pasha, I have the honour to ttam...,ii to jour 
[1096] 







licit;\vilh copy of a (Usputcli roui.'ivod from Her ^lujcsty’s Cousul at Erzcroum, 
cxjiluining tin* apjKiiently divergful opinifui of Captniui» Elliot uud Mauusell. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUUEIH. 


Inelo.Hure in No. 45. 


Consul Graves to Sir P. Currie. 

(' ' 1. Conlidential.) 

Sir, Erzerouin, Jmtaari/ 17, 

I n.WK tin* honour to tr.msmit ht'n with a d<*sj>atclj,* which I have ix’eoived 
iii.diM* Hying s»‘nl, addressed to your I'seolleney hy 1 I«t Majesty's Viee-Consul at A'an, 
eonnnenting on rajdain Mannsell’s despati-li to your Exeelhoicy, No. 1 of the 7th 
I'ecionh(M% on flu* suhj»‘et of his visit to Zehki Pasha, the Musliir commanding the 1th 
Arnty ror|-.s nt Krzniglilan. 

I taki’ flu- op]>orlunity of repeating tliut I eoncur entirely in Captain Elliot’s vi<*ws 
with p'gard t<i the haneful inllucnce c.\ercis<?<l hy Zekki Pasha upon theadministnition 
of the jflsli'rn vilayets of Asia Minor and tht‘ folly of sucriluung every other inU’resl of 
these provinces to*lhat of the llanndieh Cavalry, which Captain Elliot gives excelhmt 
r<‘asons lor eonsiilerlng worse tliaij ustdess as at [)res<mt organizcii. 

It appears to jue, howev«'r, that there is nothing ineeoncilcable in the opinions of 
tlii'se lw«» oirieew, when one considers tin* dilTcrcnt |K)ints of view from which they 
have apjn*'M;ched the (picstion. Ctiidniu .Maunsoll's iles|)atch I ivathisa nundy military 
p'p irt, in whiidi no attempt is mnd<' to discuss the ultimate piditieal htraring <jf the 
Mu-ihir*- attitude touanls the Kurds and the* <dvil authorities of the country. lie merely 
accounts for tiiat attitude to the best of his ability, and 1 do not understand him to 
justify or appiaivo of it on political or even military grounds. 

Oil the oilier Iminl, Captain Elliid’s residence at Van has rendered him kmily 
alive to ilic disturbing ami destruelive eireots of Zekki Pasha’s action, to which so 
strong and Ireijuent referinie*- has Iichmi madi* hy every Consular tifilcer in the district, 
and he is naturally anxious lest the force of Ids reports should he lmp.aircd if the 
impre.ssieu is imw conveyed that Zekki I'aslui lias only yielded to the military 
• xigeiielcs of the situation, and that his prdicy having In eu dietaled hy stress of 
eiveumstnuixis, lie is not to he held ivsponsilde for its dis.Hs»ro\is eou.seipienees. 

1 do not Indieve that it was Captain Maunsidl’s intention to convey any such 
iinpie.ssion, hut, in ease 1 am nilstakun, I should wish to put it on record that it woulil 
hi- an I'litindy eriimeous one, and not Justified hy the real facts of the ease, which 
have been so fully i*e|)orled hy my {•olinigues and myself. 

With ii'ganl to Captain MnuuselPs reports of the military irtX'i>:ir*Uioiis for the 
coneentralioii of triKipsat Kr/croum and Mush, T have only to sfiy thul the concentni- 
tioii at Erzeiimm is an uceom)>lished fact, and that the meaMires ordered at tlie end of 
November for tin? tmnsi>ort of military store’s to Mush, though eonnlunimnded aflcr- 
\\..rds, leave no doubt in my uiind Ibat at the moment it was inleinlcd to lusseiiible a 
coiisidcnible forco in tbe Musb or llitlis neighbourbood in the coming spring, Tho 
fact that no signs wore poreeptible of any inti'iided aggression by Russia pMves 
uotbiiig, when one considers the liability of tlie Turkish military authorities to motivo* 
less panic, and the frei^ucut dish»e;itifms and eouceutnitums of liDops which have taken 
place without any apparent meimeo fi-om heyonil tlie fronlieis of the Empire. 

Coining to Zekki P.nshn’s personal chui'aetcr and (|Ualities, I cannot hut agree 
with Captain Elliot that his eimnlless intrigues against tho Civil (Jovenioi's of these 
provinces, especially those who have endeavoured to <lo their duty, arc not consisteiit 
with Capfciin MaunselPH sUitement, made after a very short aiaiuaintanci', that “ he is 
not a man likely to countenance or set on fixil underhand Intrigues against the 
supreme Government.” 

As to his being “ well i|u:dilled to Uike cominnnd in the ne.ld," he has, so far, 
given no nroofs of capacity as a le.idcr of men; liU education and iulelligenco are, 1 
think, lieiow tho aveiuge even of Turkish (lenerals, and I suppose lliat Captain 
Maunsell alludes rather to Ins i|ualitii*s of energy, eompanitive youth, line prcvsenee, 


InctMure in No. 4S- 
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and "reat iihysical strenglli ami endurance, in respect of which he is without doubt 
widllittcd for the active command of troops in the field, though not necessarily for 
the direction of a campaign against a scrions adversary. ^ ^ 

(Signed) R. W. GRAVES. 


No. 40. 

Sir P. Currie to Ihr Marijuess of .S(iiiV>ury.—(Ecemed February 14.) 

Mv^I.ord Constnniinople, February 7, 1898. 

’ ilAVING seen a report received at the Preneh Embassy fioiii their Consul-General 
at Heirout respceiing the ilclenlion of certain Armenian girls in Mussulman families in 
ihc district of T.utakia, 1 inquired of Mr. iJrummomUHay whether he was in i> 08 acs.sion 
of uuv facts confirming his Erenrh colleague’s statements. I have the honour to transmit 
to vour Lordship copy of the despalidi 1 have received m reply. 

' I have asked Mr. Drummond-llay whether he thinks it would he possible to oblain 
such furthei particulars ns would eiiahle Her MajesfyS 1'mihas.sy t.i intervene with an) 
lioiiL' Ilf 11 suixc8»rul rcsiill. 

‘ I liavis &c. 

(Si^iind) PHILIP CUllIIlL* 


Inclii.iiri.' 1 in No. Ki. 

Coii.'ni/.f.’rneTuf Dniiiitiiond'Httt/ to Sir f*. Ciirrif. 

llrirnut, January 27, 

\VPi'll rcloreuco to your B.xcolluiicy's dcsiiiilcli of Uic Idlh .lanuory, truiismittin^' 
to uic .lopy of a iloanotch from M. Souharl to llm Freud. Lml)as.iy rchpcct.UK t le ileteu- 
tioii of certain Aniicuiau girls iii Mussulmaii families, 1 luive tile lionour to mlorm y ou 
i;.\eulleucy lluit I liavo Ijccu lately in eorres|i.in<lcucc ou tlie ■‘‘“'’J'-'''* ‘’ 

lirilisli Viee-Cousul at Latakia, as sliowu liy tlie accoiU|mnyiug extracts ol Ino pniati 

leltem^^ tlie receipt of ULs first reiiorl I iui|uiroil wlictlicr lie liiul brought tlie mutter 
omeioiisly umler the notice of the .Miitessiirif of Ills districl, and m Ills reply he 
explained timt such stops might render the detection and recovery of the girls more 

''''"'^tvitli regard to the I'reueh Cousul-Oeucrul’a slulcmeut llinl sevcml Armeuian girls 
are in tho possession of ollioers helonging to the lledifs of Utiikia, 1 heg to 
the only instances brought under my notice are those mentioned liy ,Mr. V ituli, nhic i 
are corrolioratcd liy M. Souliart’s report, and the eases suhimtled to your bxceileiiey in 
my despatch No. 11 of the 15tli July, rciiorting tlio departure lor Constanlinoplc ol l ie 
ex-J)cftcrdnr of Hoirout with t»o Armenian girls, both of wlioiii liad lieen procured from 

l,atakiu. , , . 

i have, &c. 

(Signed) K. DllUMMOND-HAY. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 40. 

Fiec-Con.ui I’i/a/i to Coimil-dmcrul Drumwonil Hay. 

ri/adolcd.l 

UN Youz-llachi dcs KiSdifs de Gebele, district do Lattaiiuili, noinmd llaincd Aga, 
pohs^dc unc petite fille AnmSiiieunf figtkj de pr^s du 7 ans, que I ou croit ^ilre dini Armeniinv 
dc Zeitoun. L’ou dit aussi que le niilmc ofiicicr avail uue autre idle plus Igec cpi ii o 
vfiidue i quchiu'un qui I'a conduit uilleurs. . . 

petite fille cn question a tollemenl peur qu’elle nose m a-t-oii as^iuie, sortir 
(|uc rarcraent de la maison do son maitre cl no veut pus parler a iicrsonnc peul-e e 
parce (^u’clJc nc smt pas I'Arabe. 





L’oii in'avait de m’nccuper du sort <lc cutte malhcurousc, nmis voyaiit <jue jf no 
pouirais absoluiucnt ricn cause dcs difbcuitds insurinontablcs qii auraient fnitcR U-s «iulo» 
ril(?g et lc 9 habitants do G6h^\(\ qui sonl tous dcs Musulnians, j’ai refuse. J’ai, cepen- 
dant, di\ promettre de porter Ic cas i\ votre connnissance, ricn «pic pour apaiscr la doulcur 
de la personne qui s’en inlcressc et qui isperc (pie cettc pauvre ereaturc pnurrait etre 
sauvi^e et ronduo A ses parents. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 40. 

Vicp'Consut VHah to Consul-Ornpni! Hny. 

(iVivntc.) 

SI jo n’ai pas entret'-no le Mulessnrif du <;ns de la pauvn |M’tit»* .Annenietine, cost 
parol quo jVtais xftr d’avMJUT (pj’au lieu de printer ronilie li mes conseils, il aiiinit fall 
tout '*nn possible h faire avorter loute di'niarcbe nyant but h sauver cetto fille. Peul-t‘trc, 
cnconr, il lu’nuniit Itfiiud la besotjne de prouver re’xistencecl Tori^inc de la pauvre csebivc, 
tout cn me ori'^niit, rn ineme temps, des dillicuUes insurmonlabloset h la fm le soi l de eeite 
oninnt soralt devemi plu^ inidheureu.x. 

Telle est mon opinion, M. Ic Consul-fif-n^ral, de son Kxci'llence, ct elb- est ’m-ii'c sui 
III) ptru plus 0(1 moins dVxpi'rienec. .\ussi je ne fais que in’ubstcnir de trnitiT ;•(*. . Jui 
Unit ce qui iic louche p.'i« les inteVets Uritaiiui(|ues. 


No. 17 

Nir (’h7Ti> to the .l/i/rryucM of Hulishurt/. ■-{Uectived h'ehrunrtf I t.) 

(No. 80. C'ontldcnlial.) 

My Lord, Vonutantinoplet Fehnutri/ 8, 1808. 

[ HAVB the honour to transmit to your Lordship hercwitli copy, privately 
obtained, of a note rerenlly suldre.ssed by the Kussian C!bur;;6 d*.Mliiires to the Porte, 
rosiieelinK the disorders caused by the Kurds on tlie troutior ol the Caucasus. 

1 have. &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUIUUK. 


Inclosure 1 in No. t7. 

l^rtler nddresxed hy the ffussinn Charij>‘‘ d*AJfiiirex to the tSiddime 

PLUS d'une fois rAinbasside liupeiialt: a eu a signaler it I'atlention de la Siiltliine 
Porte le.s fails reprcltahles ipii ne eesseii! de se produire sur la fixnUiOre du ('a(iea'*e, oii, 
grAee au ruaiKjue de vigilance des autoriles niilitaires ei civiles OUomanes, les brigamls 
Kurdes agissent en vrai innilies, italiitii6s qu’ils soiit par une complete iinpunit(^* de voir 
dans les susdites uutorit(^s ^lUitol des allies cuinplaisants (pi'une force gouverneou'iitule 
appcldc A imntriser leurs gouts de rapine ct de rebellion. 

Une correspondnnee d'uijc vingtainc d'animcs, uussi longue qu’infruclueuse. eontienl 
des preiivcs irr^futaliles de ce trisle elal de clioses, cl aujounl’lmi encore les autorile-H du 
Caucasc infomient rAmbussadc liiip^TiuIc que lea incursiuiiB Ktmles continuent de plus 
belle en donnant lieu h de fr^quenlcs rencontres avec les gardus-fronti^rc Russes, qui out 
inalhcureuscment iiombrc de victiiiies h dejdorer de ce clief. 

Tout derni^rtiiicnl eiieore on unicier de police, Modustyrsky, a irouve la mort 
duns line de ecs rencontres, et le secretaire qui I’accompagnalt a dt^ gri('‘vemcnl bless6. 

C’esl de piiSfi^rence les contins du Oouverncment d*Rrivaii que les brigands Kiirdes 
choisissent coinine un fait expr^< sans nucunc surveillance militairc du cble dc la 
Turquie. 

Dans cep conditions la taclie dillicile ct ingrate d’une surveillance unilateralo d’une 
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fr„.Ui6recon.mu,.cr.ve..nt aux Iroupas 

de I’altUude ''P» Z** dT Sr'iTr’X 

"is s».diu« aut,.rites se n„...tre,.t si ,.e« risoan^ases pour les bri^ads Kardc^ 

,a rl' ae C.^er sar la IVanti^rc aae sitaatioa P'™";“Zo 

3uri)ris ile le* voir a^'r dans leurs mpiiarts avee les gardes-limilii rc .. 
de xele .les plus dangeeax .,1 une ania.osjte des a.oms ,•„raaur^•aa. aee,.a.pas;..d 

C’est ainsi <|ae le laealennnt Ivia.oukea, chef du poste .1., , 1 

’T r mZsuHv'.erritoil; Otton.aa.c, .pPils av.at ord.. ^ 

taace d.- tavr sar Ions eeax .,ui sc troaveraient apre's !.■ o.aeher .la sal.d ii p.oxa..... 

la fronlitire, I.. Kolcil u’(?laU lias encore (umebe, 

M. Kuanaken hi .ihserver aax sol.lats arts .(U. ' ‘ ■ ,, 

{el.,rea de p,. a, 1„ ‘ pos,.- aous la 

2 I, .•are. .h Vapre a.i.li ■■al.aaeal le Caaaaeaa, l.ml ’ !' ' ' , aai. an p..ste. 

k sou pri^onaier .pPil f.ai. lih..|a’d e rea.ercm.t ' h. |‘{a,-ie 

Kni,..akea la. r.'poi .111 .pul ii’-tait aalleiuent dap.- ili- cU" 

"""'iSn r’o.par l-app-^be.rua .ld....d,euj,..,. 

Russes .lui eclml.g. ait i.ja .les c.ui.s de feu V",” Zle\'. rJil.)ire R.iss.',’.rod 

^ ... 

‘l" A.a'basZ Uape'iX- ae''?h.atc"|.n» an insta,|t .pu- In Sahlia.e ,l’..rte 

Z: {;T;;n!Zd™;‘^r,Z;detr.r^.'Z;:^h.. .. mar eaadaue iaexplieahle 

^ r^giud du Lieutenant K.inoukeii., • ,i,. pAinbissude Inioeriab’ 

Le, aauailes .la fau.n.s.. por.ea. aassi b. iareut 

que les enlannes ea ,n...;o.a,en,- sm ant .le '"‘‘"I”"- 

detiiriorees )mr le^ biibilant I arcs. < cs colonnes, i o . . j ^ ^ 

dim rest.L par les sains de, ^i^ie e..a;pe. 

la Sublime 1 orie esl pro - .Ic v.mliUi biu. 1. « . U. respect dc ce> 

tents (jui auraiiMit a imii ai.x iiiiblmi'cs it .1 hi I 1 

1 r\ .1 ...I I n^irik -inioiineurdetransmcttrcciOoh^^ uncomple 

loui eoneIurc, lAmb.^.ad. • * document contient des donnees 

d.iut if est .|ue8ti.)n. „ ... . i.,. anssd.le Ivs causes il.-' 

11 .Idpcalra alar, .le h, f‘ lva.pires.lraabl., 

(lanucrs tiui i>e«vcnt,malgr. b .' ntaUoii" uii»ei«L'» c.\i 

leurs lapparls de Iwa v.iis.aaa. ..ur la fraatiure .la Cuucase. ,. ^ area les 

Ce but sen. facileiaeni aiu-a.t par une ,„„,.»se, 

aut.iritds inilit,arcs Russes, .aiian.e d.idleurs ba Majeste . s6v4re des lirieaad., et 

I’avuit di'iii pnscril aatrel..i~ par la p.>aisuile et la .. . ., . rdai.n.als 

parlicali^reaieat par aae nlliiu.U plus ripidc .d I egar. . “ 'j ivee^lcs pru.aole.a* d.; 
liaaadid .l.a.t les ehrd, eas.,ne.ae. mat . lijalLr, qui .eiusa 

troubles sur la Iniatieie, ...aaa. pai ixi.mpu il..v ilaus la i.oar.u.l.- 

e!ileK..ri.pieMient sou cmi™uis au .\laU -..n. .Ic ™ ^ i,^,’„|i-dial. iaent .qua', 

d’aae baade <le briqaads ... par les .lal.-rites Rasse.. '■ W r es iniateau .laiui a 

aoaaad i. la place .I’llnabia. Iley, l..MdH= eo .hsgrtea Ojubar est a. a v 
..oavelle foaetiua a.algrP i.s aa.ui.reav pr..lestat..,a.s ea plus 

Ust-il iidcessiure .Pujuuler que les aiesures susuieatioaufes dtvicnaeiit i 
[l0«&] 
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ilifflinmliT ouc lus Ijriraindnces (Its Kurdcs sur la Irontu'rc, encouragi^ par limpunitfi 
nc lanlcront pas A avoir on conlrr-coup an Tuniuic niiinc, 

indcoiioaVr.- le danger de Irouldes nonvcanx dans les rdgions ddjn taut eprouvLcs. 


Incloj^uro 2 in No- 1-7. 

( r„s„ «f /ar «r.<-on li;/ 7V(/r.»/- Kwtiit in Uk (Inrcrnmcnl uf Eriean in Auijuil. 
Scfil'inbur, owl Oclnlicr 

I.K !l Aout les Kurdcs, sujcls Ollomans de riiiv(-rnage Kai.i, Oiisso-Bako Oglou, 
Kar., ,M.o.Oalon,ct d'antn^s enlevivent dix piices de l.etad 

dll village Ojil-Davrieh. dans les distriels r-miniinlinsky. (e lietnd fut repns 

roMssiurs. .ictaclieniei 1 de i|iianinte liinnme.s dii 2iid lialiullon de 

Tindlleur Cosnciues eut ii soiiteidr one fusillade omliv les Kuriles, dont un tiie cl un autre 

■’‘"''"i I., 20 ScpteinI.rc line .|U,nxai..e d- Ku.de,, Turns ei.e u-uerent un trou|H«u de 
inoiit..ns .!(■ ‘STO pi6ces apparlcnant aux ludiitanls de I hivernog. Dantakli, da.is le di.slricl 

*’'"'r'|'"l|i"”'lja|.Se|,U itibie le- Kurde,, .'iijcls Ottomans, \Ialiou,e ‘ lidmillali <)glou, Hadji 
Alnlimlralnnan Oglou, Midioniet Tcdjo Oglou, I M nruuin elon, ol hull ineonnua 
.mmenL'rcnt iiuiirante et nnc pieces de gros t.elail appurtenant aux haintants du village 

Kri«tclil'.^k!i,‘!u ^ourunilinhUy. , , , . , 

.* 1 . Li; ;; Ocluhr.’ une buiuk *1 l plus (U' lix K-.vle^ ‘rme^ inmciKicnl ciiiqu.mU.*- 
|uf!s 'nJcfs lU* T.i-s h'iluil ot mnU* dicvuux Jipparirnniit :mx lialnlimls du villiige 

h. pa-.e Katmk, u.,, ^d,oi. ^ Katmkaya, 

a, - Km a , arnifis pdh'r. iit line c iravam- -lui se -lirigoail d I'.rivnn a Novo-Bayny.id. 

7 I, h Oi'.ohie, line vingtaiim de Kurd.a- irme.s oninieinicnt trciilu clievaiix el 
..uarsmie ,1 one piiVx-s de glsis hetail apparteininl iiux lii.liilnnls .u village Mikliailovka. 
I.'■llllca■r de puliee Moimslyrsky, ijui pniirsuivait ces lirignnds, fill i C. 


No. 

.Sir P. Currit to (A*- .U/in/ucav. of .Sob'vuunN —Fvbruary 11.) 


NU^Lon^ ('onWflHNx {tie, Ftbrufiry 0, 13i)8. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 6 of the Oili .Inimnr,, I Imve the honour to 
iiiforin vour la.rdsliip that the Sultan has non is.suea an In .d t;tat'“«S fi'o 
the sixteen points enumerated in the Memorniidum prcsiutcu by the Armenian 
Patriarch. 

These five points are as follows:— 

PermiHsion is civcii to Armenians to travel freely m the hiopirc. 

Armenians retuminj' from abroad and known not to be com ect^ inth revolutionary 
uroiects are allowed to enter the Ottoman dnminiona without h ' or Innilrancc. 

Governors are inslruoled to consult with the I’alrmre' representatives m the 
provinces ns to the numhur of schools, churches, orphanages, " c., damaged during the 
dislurhnnccs of tho last low years, and to report to the Cominis on sitting at 1 opltanO. 
A buhscription, to which the Sultan will contrihuto, is then to bo raised, and tho proceeds 
will he handed to the Patriarch. . , . i- . i 

Amienians residing in the districU which aulTcrcd aeveroly during tlie disturbances 
are exempted from the payment of the tax juiid in lieu of military service. 

The Patriarch is nuthorived to collect the debta ot those ^menians who have left 
the country on account of the disturbances, and are unable to attend to their 

bnaineas. _ . ^ 

1 have, &c 

(Signed) PHILIP CUEKIL. 


No. P.l. 


•Sir P. Currie to the .t/nryuMx of .S'f(/i#//Krv .—{Rereived Februnrif 14.) 

NPv^TiOrd^ Conittantino{ile^ h'ehruiiry 10, 1898. 

WITH reference to my dospalch No. o4 of tiie 27th ultimo, I have the honour to 
fonmrd to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch ivhich T have received from Her 
Majesty’s Vice-Consul at 8ivas, confirming his neemint of the recent outbreak at 
Yarbissar. 

I have, &c. 

(Siened) PHILIP (’UKKIK. 


Inclosiin* in No. 49. 


Cttphtin Mnunxell to Sir P. Cumr. 


pjj. ' “ ' Sivns, JoHKory 29, 1S98. 

I HAVE the honour to report tlint, in continuation of my despatch No. 17 ‘’f 
12th instant, I Imvc now been able to further verify the .details of the oiithrcuk at 

Ynrhissar. . c- i « i. „„ 

Some villagers have now been able to make their way into Sivas, having been 
di'tiiined iMirtly through fear t)f tlioir Circassinn neighbours 'ind piirtly through tlic extrem 
severity of the weather. „ . . i, 

I find that the statements of the Armenian villagcrN ami of an Armcman vaijtich, 
who wn.s employed in investigating the outbreak, confinn almost exactly the ollitiai 

version as given in the despatch above mentioned. . „ . . , .i i. mosn 

Furtlior, that the Voli 1ms directed the Agricultural Bank to lend the i. i. -ou 
necessary to pay off the first instalment of the dcdit due to the Circassians. 

'Phe villagers will be able themselvcH t« raise the remaining sum ol about L 1.1C9, 
ami the Circassian settlers will lie removeil early in Mnreli, when the weather ici.omca 

'*^ThiE chief complaint of the villagers was directed against t!ic municipality doctor, 
an Armenian, who was sent to look after the wounded. ^ 

The fees and travelling expenses which he domandod trom hia unfortunate 
comnatrints was more extortionate than the most raiiacious of Tn kish officials. 

* I have, &o. 

(Signed) F. K. MAUNSRIA.. 


No. 60. 

Thr .\tar(}nes.t of (o Sir P. Currir 

^ Poieiyn Off •, Ff6r»«r^ 14, 1898. 

1 HAVE rcceivctl vour ExccUoney’s dtsipateh No. 29 of t 14th ultimo, inclosing 
a repfui hv llor Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kharimt, w ith reg rd to the spoliation of 
certain Armenian widows by tax-collectors, and the stops ta ”ii by !nm in bringing 
such aases to the notice of the Vali. , in.:. 

I request that your ‘Hlxeellcncy will convey to Mr. lont ina my approval of his 

action in this matter. , . 

I r.m. &c. 

(Signed) SALI8HUUY. 
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No. 61, 

Sir P. C'urii. 0, the Murqness of SiilMury.—{Recfirtil hViruuni 21.) 

Mv Lui^i ConotantioopU, Pchruory 12, IBilS, 

‘ 1 HAVE llic hoiioiir to forward to your Lordship ticrowith copy of a despatch 
whicli I liavc received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Aleppo, rcspeetiiiB recent 
murders and rohheric.s at Zeil-nm, of which he tiansinits a List compiled by tlio 
Itev. Mr. Mnctdlmn. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) I’UlLll’ CUUKIE. 


Inelosure 1 in No. .61. 

Consul lliirnhnut to Sir P. Currif. 

^No. 6.) Aleppo, Jununry 211, ISDB. 

' IVl’l ll rclotenee to mv desputeli No. lU of the 20tli Au-Ust, 1S1I7, I have the 
honour to forward heieuitli a List which I have received from the Rev. Mr. Macallum 
of twcnty..seven well :mlhentiealed murders of Zeitounlis since the conelusiun ol 
neaee, and of details'd pr..peity stolen from them. . , . , 

Mr Macallum has apparentiv prepared this List lieeause 1 mtormed him that ttie 
Porte denied the aeemaev of his statement that twenty-four murders had oceurred 
prior to the date of mv lirst despatch. 'I'liis sliows that he had not uxagf'erated the facts. 

11c reports tlmt’evervlhing is ipiiet at Zeitoun, hilt that the distress among the 
Iieople is very great, lli 'has heen allowed to visit Zeitoun without molealatioii, and 
thanks your’E.vcellene\ tor vour intervention on his holialf. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) 11. U. UAUNllAM. 


Inelosure 2 in No. ,61. 


I.isi of Xiilnunlis uiutilercd sinre the Itoynl Pardon i.wii«f In 1800. 

1. Four days after the priKdaination of pardon— 

1. Saghat Ogloii Khneher, Mukhalli. 

2. A man from .Shadaliik. 

11. Ten days after the I’roelamalion— 

5. Muggenlileh Ogloii I’anos, Alaliashli. 

•I. Kiikiir llagi'p Oghm Artin, „ 

6 . klanouk Oglou .Vsadur, „ 

(!. Kil .Sarkis Arliii (Jglou Sarkis, .Unliaslili. 

7. Kil Sarkis Artin (Iglon Nazaiait, „ 

8 . Dainlnn Oglou Agop, „ 

0. Kukiir Khueher Oglou Sarkis, „ 

10. Pnputji Artin, Zcitounli') 

11 . llahlur. Veghia, ,. 

12. Teztez Oglou Kazerel, „ 

13. Nalhand Oglou Panos, „ 

II. Set Oglou Panos, „ ^ Killed in .llhuslaii. 

15. Set Oglou Saikis, ,. 

10. Merken Oglou Sarkis, „ 

17. .Mnjuk Oglou Miiimtsagou, „ 

18. Arpg Oglou Mmmtsngou, ., 

III. PaiMiiu Oglou Varlcvar, „ 
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III. May 3,1806— 

20. Yczekil Oglou Kukur, Zcitounli, kiiled at GhakliA 

21. Huzak. Zcitounli, found dead near Ardalinn. 

IV. .lune 1800— 

22. (Iharavasi Ogiou Vartevar, Zcitouuii, kiiied in Alhustan 

V. October 1890— 

23 Gizir Oglou Agop, Zcitounli, killed near llomedjik. 

21. Gizir Oglou Hahd (sou of above), killed near Hemedjrk. 

VI. Mav 1897— 

2,0. Pasloii .Manouk Markar, Alaliashli, killed at Kizileoz. 

VII. .Inly 16, 1897— . 

2G. Glmrunlll Munliros, Zcitouuii. killed at CUukur Ilissar. 

27! Bozoglou rVgop, Zcitounli, killed at Chukur llis.sar. 


List of .lai.aiio stolen from Zeitounlis In stime period. 

1. One mare from .Vvedis Agha GhuuUaii, stolen by- IJduu'ik Mahmoud, of Bortii. 

2. Om* liorsc, Rainc owner, stolon by Kara Putuk, of brciik. 

3. From the seven AInhashlis, Nos. 3-9, almve, three mules. 

4. From No. 20 alaive, seven mules. 

6. From Nos. 23 and 21 above, one horse and one donkey. 

6. Fiom No. 25 above, one horse. 

7. In Gehen, finm KuskiisOglou Vauiics, one hoise. 
b. In Kizilc‘o», from Gambcd Kcliia. two mules. 

9. In Kizileoz, fnnn Bus, one inule. 

It). In Khurauz, Piinar Vasgan Keish Oglou, one mule. laoB 

11. Lu Marash, from »(t/.dugIiH Vannes, Furnui:ti. one lioi-se, Ist January, 1898. 

Mulo 

Mnti’ 

Donkey 

.. 

In March 189C, Murker Keish Oglou Khaeher was wounded and robbed of 
.lOO piastres at tin top of Akhei Dagh. 



No. 52. 

Sir P. Carrie to the ilart/uess of Sallsbury.--{Receleed February 21.) 

Constantinople, February 12, 1898. 

^ 1 GAVE tho honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of « 

vilayet, which he states are greatly e.vaggerotcd. ^ ^ 

(Signeti) PHILIP CURRIE 


[1005] 
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Inclosurc i» No. 62. 


Major Masfy to iSir P. (\rr'u. 

(N^o. «.) Afhnti, January 30, 1898. 

Wl'il! rcforciicc to cortaiii statcmoiits which luivc appcarwl lately in the 
EuroDcan inihlie press on the ijoliticai stoic <»f tliis vilayet, it» which reference is luade 
to ...unl.Ti, plunrlorins of camvons, oontinuod in.imsonim; ..f A'-m.-iuans ami .. her 
diiniiielini? ni-ciirrenccs, I need liar.lly inform your hxoclloney that thiae an . ilher 
entm'ly fahe or the real faeh. grossly exageerated, ns I should have otherwise hast, ned 
to inform vonr Kxcelloncy of smdi imws. ... ... 

Willi' the excciitiou of the continued imiirisoiiment ul some Iwoiitj-seven 
Vrii.eiiiaus and the. delnv in a doeision in the Veltakys’ case, all conneelcl with the 
Hra/jafolli iueide.it at .\iorsi.ia. 1 a... hapiiy to rc.iort that there is ao serious .aiusc of 


eomidnint at imsieiil in the state of this vilayet. . , i;n ,.1 

It is to he feared that an attemiit to hriiig to justice the Arnieman |>oliti(al 
nrisimers mav prove a mattiw of months, during which time exaggeratisl ngiorts may 
go forth ealeiiliiled to emlaiiger the preseiil ouiet st.ate ol the provine.'. If an amii.-sty 
could he arranged fur all eonnecled with this matter, we should end si.i.tdily a I'asc 
which has Ixien unduly magniflcl hy the h^al Turkish ' I'' 

gaining cr. dil for themselves hy hn.igi.ig to light and elieeking what they wished to 
be considcrinl ns Ji ^reat and dangerous cfnispiracy. ... g. i, • > r 

I am snaring no jiaiiis, loeally, to iiersuade the authorities of the wisdom of 
sending reports wdiieh may close this iiupleasani ineidenl. i , 1 , , 

The inntt.'r has passed to Constantinoide. however, and it is there alone that 
ppissiire can avail. In the meantimo, several of the jirisimers im- down with siekness. 
Mr. Veltnkvs is sufTeriiig in health, and a eontmuanee of this imprisonment without 
tri ll "■an on'lv he desigiiiit.’d as l.arharoiis and inliiiinaii. 

I liavi'. Ac. 


(Si-u.‘d) M. 11. MA8SY. 


No. 63. 

aSir CioTiV to thr of SaU^hitry.^iitrrnvt'tl February 28.) 

.Mv Ijord (Jfiii'-lanttno{‘li'. Frhruary 12, 1898. 

' 1 HAVE the h*>no«r to forward lo vo»r L(.rd>liip iMiwvill. copy of a despatch which 
1 have received from Her MajestyV Vici-Coo'^ul at Admm, containing a report on the 
nrcM'iit ‘!totc of that vilayet. 

I have, 5tc. 

fSipicd) PI I IMP ClIKKIE. 


Inclo'-urc in So. ‘»3. 
yjnjar Masfij If /* (.'tirric. 

.hhniUt J'tmtury 23, l‘'9S. 

t HAVE tilt-lionuur to infurii) your Exrcllt-ncv that 1 iiav'-j i.'l c'impIcU*tl a tour of 
in#; c«-liort of the Clduf Cliristian cciitrcH tti tlic ca.*^t t.f the (Dimn Plain, visilmg .Misms, 
Hunndii:h, Sis, Kai-s Ua/nar, 0<iimniv, and the nfi;.;hhonring viUu-'« My ohjtct was, 
priioarily. tt) |K*r-onullv asccrt 4 iin the more iinincdialt lu ccssity f^ r relict while c.xoinimug 
the pre.-'-nt statk* i»f tlie Chrii-tiftii inlrthitants with r<-hTiucc to ihiir Ircalnicnt l*y 
aulluaitic-s, hy .Moslem neighbours, '<lalc of ugrinilturc and trade and the p^osj»ut•t^, under 
existing circumstances, Ihr tlie immediate future. 

From information uleanctl on this tour, as wi-ll us from w •H-h-iMd n*porls fro-.j «jllior 
parts, I beg to submit tlic following remurhs to your Excellency 

Immediate necessity for relief: • i » 

While u want of pros|>crity, almost umountiug to diRties>. -xistii uvyrywlierc, «i period 
of actual Btarvallon has not actually set in. The majority haw sufficient lo satisfy the 
primary needs of life, hut in consequence of blighted wheal cro|w last )'wt hi these 
famine prices are now causing great distress to the already eoTniorll'*s.‘5 mliumtnnls. ihus, 
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30 piastres per “gulak" (iiushel) is being paid for wheat which would, in any ordinary year, 
command but 15 piastres. This is tlie more unfortunate as future crops are thorchylliimtcd, 
seed grain, farm implenumts, and oxen having to he sold to provide food, and energy beiug 
pnrolyzed through partial starvation and want. The weather, also, is exceptionally cold 

If. Ihcrefore, I had tlioiisands to dispo.se of instead of hundreds my task would be 
light and 1 would at once start a general preliminary disliunition. As it is, however, I 

have lo take into consideration three very important factors, namely, very limited funds, 

tile certainty of greater need a laiuple of months later, and the dilKculty of selecting the 
teallv needv where all are eager lo icceive. 

Cnnsideriiig these lliice fuciors carefully I have decided to postpone all except the 
most necessary relief, hy which means my funds will go furllier and the really destitute will 
be easier to find. • i- ■ i 

■flic present necessary relief, which 1 am actuallv carrying out, consi&ls m a lairlv 
general distribution to the Cliristian villages round Hadjiii: .some 30/. in .Adana town, and 
about as much more in the villages of Nnjarli (Payas district) and Niirpct (Kars 

"rriiiii rcimrts, I fear tlial it will be iieces,vnry to ask yoar Kxeelleiicy lo recoiiiiiienil a 
further sum for lladjin district later on, hut upon ibis matter I shall be belter nhle to report 
delinilcly later. . , i . .i 

I cannot close tliis subject witliout urging the necessity lor lurllier appeals to the 
'feiietositv of our people at liome. If tliose who have liuipud Us so generously already 
could he made to realize the impoi-bincc of tiding over the next few montiis until the 
coniine harvc.st, if lliev could he nia<lc to undoisbuid that the present is a crisis in our 
etforls for re-e.slablishing, in a small way, the jirosperily of the Cliristinns of this country 
.jclually on the vcigc of starvation, 1 feel jiersuaded that Ircsh lunds would follow such im 

It appears to me thui, failing sucii funds, all our work heietolore will have Iweu 
vain. Starvation will follow and wi- shall have upon our consciences the knowledge that, 
for the sake of a f^ew thousand pounds to tide these people over to the new crops, vve have kept 
them alive for a few months in order to let them fall victims, eventually, to starvation, 

gradual but sure. . • , 

If on the other hand, we can keep the souls and bodies of these poor people together 
for a few short months, until the next harvest in Mny, I can giiaTantee, with an average 
yield, that my province will then cease to be dependent upon charity, winch must end by 
unmanning tliese [woplc if too lung continued. My appeal, thereforo, is not one to be 

As regards commerce, it muv l»e inferred that il has sufi'ered in proportion to the 
failure of lust year’s crops. Money is short, and without money commerce m any country 
is impos'jilile. 

If Oiereforc, the present state is sad and the future pro5|>ccts, owing to present wan^ 
iiloomy. it is, at least, iilciisnnt to be oble to rcconl ibal matters are slowly iinproymg witb 
ri'nril lo llie treatment of Cbristiniis bv Governinviil ollicials anil Moslem neishbours. 
WM.elber it is that there is bul little left to s.|uee/.e out by the pressure of the Armenian 
between the official and the Moslem ncigliliour, wlietber it is lliiit the word lias gone fortli 
that the time is not opporliine for siieti pressure, or wliellier it be that a sense of brotherly 
love is at length, although somew hat tardily, filtering into the hearts of the Into nerscci.tors, 
sure il is that bitter hate and amniosily are no longer so apparent, nlthough how long it 
might lake to call forth a revival of such is n matter upon which we all may hold a very 
elear .'iiinion. , ... , 

One iiiore.rtMeiilly appniiitcd ellieiiils are men who promise to give every 

"" '^Ziu'lley, Mulessarif of Mciwiiia, is a |ile.iiiaiit man, with a good knowledge ol l ieiieh, 
who eiiioved a eooil repiitalioii as Ka'iniakaiii of Tarr,oub a few years ago. 

.MuiiUlitar Hey. Kiiiiiiakiim of Haiiiiilieli, also know, I ivni h, and is a very pli.itaiil 
young Ilian. , 

Till Ka'iniakaiii of Kars llnsiuir. also, is a man worthy ot praise. 

Keporls ivccived from lladjin tell me of great poverty, .illhough, thanks to our eutloii 
f,il.rii-s iiidusirv uiid corn-mill works, wliich employ many bauds uid bring m a prohl lor 
the relief of llie ixioreat iiihnbiUmU, we are iihlc to pull on for the present on the small 
sum which 1 stnteel to he necessary siiiiie nioiitlis ago. 1 fear we diall he obliged to iil.i 
11 further appeal for a few hundred pounds lo your Kxecllcuey before the enu o. i 
winter. 






I pioposf startiui; uul iigain in a few days to visit tliu I’ayas district, atlcr ivliich I 
shall be able to form an exact opinion on the wants of this vilayet. _ 

I have returned to .\dana for a few days in order to (leal with some matters, including 
the question of the Armenian political prisoners at Mersinu. 

1 find the local authorities willing to meet my suggestions as fur as it lies in their 
power to do so, but they arc hainpered by orders from Conslaiitmoide, or else liiid 
themselves without inslriiclions where they should lie instructed. 

I have, &c. 

(.Sinned) P. li. H. MASSY 


.Sir C'urriV /o /V- yfaniue.rs of Fehnianj 21.) 

Mv L()iii Conxtttulinofih-, 12, lH9b. 

WITH n!ftT»?nci* io mv desimtcli N(i. 15 of the 2()th ultimo, 1 liuvu t!»e hoiimir to 
forward to y»«r Isfinl^Uip hi rowilh copy of a dcspatclv which 1 have received Irjim 
ller MajeiJty’s ('oiisul at Damascus, rcportiui^ further respecting the ilciiosition ol tlie 
Greek Orthodo.'C Patriar. li ‘d Aatioc'i. 

I luive, &c. 

(Signed) PIIlDir CfUllie.. 


Inelosure in No. .54. 

Cnnsul Kicharda to Sir /*. Currit. 

(No. :J.) 

Ddtnascut, Janunry 2U, I81)b. 

WITH n-fereuee lu in> di'‘t|i.ktch No. I of llie 10th instant i-cpoiting the deposition 
by the ni.Hhop.s ..r the Patriarch SpiruK,n,I have Hu- hommr to inform y«»ur Kxeolleney 
that, so far, no Irade Inus Ij* i n rceciviul from CmiAtautinople confirming ami jaUfymg 
this Act. 'J'hobO, however, who are in a position to know liow nuitters really stand. 
Inform me that they liave no douht that the ncecssiiry eonfinnation of tin; Biahons 
decision will shortly he irceivml. 'I’hcy appear h) rely on two facts which are, Urslly, 
tliat M. (icrwanos (Bishop of Cilicia), the locum tem-ns of the Patruirchate, in reply to 
a congratulatory telegram which he disp.'itt;licd to the Sultan on the owasion (u Ills 
Majesty’s birthday, received a telcgraiiliic message of thanks, in which his position as 
Acting Patriarcii was ipto /acio, i.r., in the wording ol the addre^ss, recognuted. 1^ th® 
second place eonsiderahlc reliance is placed on liie action ami intluenee of the > all, 
wlu) ib energetically suppoiliug llie Ilishtips in tliis mutter, hoing eonviueeu, as ho 

informed me himself, of tiie justice <if their cause, , i » 

lam informed on g(Kjd authority that the lEeumeiiical latriareli hits shown a 
disposition to iuterfci-c in the iimtU'r of the deposition of tin* Palriim h Spiridon, and 
the election of his successor, but, in view of the fact that such pretensions, althongii 
tlicy would appear to have .some sliglit Ibnndatiuii in the past history of the relations 
existing hctw’cen the Antioch Sihj and that c»f Constantinople, have ahsoliitc]^)’ no 
chance whatever of being n.oogiiii'.etl now either by tlie Bishops or the iKtople of this 
See, his ilentitude will pndmhly sco the wisdom of adonling a dilTorent attitude. 

I shall not fail to Keep your P.xeelleii<;y informei! as to llie further devolopmeuts 
of this nuestion. 

I haver, Ac. 

(Signed) W. S. KICllAiU).''. 


Sir I*. Currie to the Maryuctf^ of HalislHiry.—Uiecnccd h'ehruary 21.) 

My Lord, Vormtaulhioplr^ !>'cl.ntitty I t, iSlls. 

WITH referi'iiee tt> iii\ despateli No. 2(1 of tlie 11th uUimo, I luive the honour to 
forward to your Loislsliip lierewiih copi of n Notice w’hieli I have received fruin the 
iSubliuio Porte, denying the assertions of c-Mtortioii l»y tax-gatherers in tlie plundered 


H) 


distrims „f tlicViluyot of Klmrput, wliieli ru»ntly formed the uubject of rui.reucii- 
tations by this Embassy. , , 

(Signed) ' rUIbll' CUUltlK. 


Inclosure in No. 50. 

Memorandum. 

I,E (iouvi-niem-fii'mV..! ilii Vilay. t ib; 

rails nieiilioimus rbiiis le, yoT.-mrm-nd lie ! .yiiba-ssadeu. o • 3 ^ I 

.l..l. d«;n Difoembiv deriii. r .■! < ilu mois , eention ibis 

Vi,lies foil, preuv,. do la P uv I ^ferniU. 

redeVJim-es ilSCvU' (.M l »!>t tellemc.it v, .u ‘pu U.ms ' , nn n’a imreu h’ 

lie t'liiiml. meiitiniim:’S dans Ir ilcniii-i- .bii ,„v-..,rjn')ri. | ,i.u(. ubm, .|.ie 

1- Mar dr I'aiimb. .numuU- I/-;!; 

liMirs iirrii'-riia il’imifots sVdf'Vriit a 1™'*^'''';'y. ,scab -- si'tait fnitr par lev 
l/asscriioii l•(lm 1 nl• qiioi bi pen-rptmu dr n sumldc .ivoir pris 

solus lies autiiritds mililairi s est 'J'' 's duns Ira villn'’es dr Smirsimri 

iiaiKsaiier dans Ir fai, qiii-dri.x .dneirrs s'fitaiei.t " vrrsue* ii 

rt do llussfonite pout pwirlrr ' ■? • 

PAilmiiiislratiim Milifii.r b vi.b.ir siiv Ir, ib'drratmi.s fimruirs siir 
Pisiv 

U 10 Fcvri.i, iSil-u 


No. 5(1. 

S„ !>. <„ ,'r d 0/ i,y i\., 

(.So. lid. Coidiilmilial.) ro,i..i-m<omp/,’. '•'‘'■"“'i' 

My l,oril, .. r H.^. I.’tli ultimo, I have the lionour to 

forwmdb^'oIritwdsbipYitl'itiic;^ 

(Sigurd^'''’ ^I'lIIbll' CMUUIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 6fi. 

A/f-oiorron/um hy Afr. Htock, 

refonmur to .lie -itl. ^ 

.■ZariKdii." oxib d frum Vail U. '’"I’;;''; “ .^ral imlLis. 1 now iiiclose a 

at Vail, cmiccriiiiig wliieli 1 bavr ro mrlcii ■ (jranil Viiuur on 

wimittiiV guilt ami the aUrgrit murder of the ,vi)AM BUdCK. 

ComttinlinopUt Frinuiinj 10, IHUb. 


flO(W) 







Indosuve 2 in No. 


77ic Gnintl I'izier lu Teu'Jik Piishii. 

Cri"uiblatioii.J 

1 HAVE ri.'inl your E.xcullciicy's dosiiatch ol' tin: 2.jlli .Sli:il)iin, 1315, staling 
tliat, tin: dritisli Eniba.ssy liacl nnollioiaily presuntcd yon with a iirn-nn'morUl allcijing, 
amongst otlicr tilings, that Hire. .Vrinnnian origands, having .ipjdicd to tin- tiovern- 
mniit authoritn-s at Van to inaki- suhinission, liad h--<-n killed, and that tin- sister 
of their leader, Dikran, a very yrnng girl, had heen imj-risnnod and violated hy the 
|ioliei, find was ahoiit to he exiled to 'I'rijioli. It was stated in the telegi-iiin (inelosed 
i)' your !'!x:'-lleney’s despatch of the Itiili I’ejeh, Ell.")) from the Consul at Khoi and 
.Sohiiii.s, whose truth and loyalty have heen clearly estalilished hy events, that this 
Dikr.in had latterly ealled his adherents together for the purpose of making a 
disliirhanee in Van, and that his .sister, Ztrouhi, was one of the most dangerous 
revolnlionaries of Van; therefore, hoth the Vali and, )a-eviously, Artin I’asha having 
recommended the removal of this girl from Van, an tmiierial trade was issued for her 
to he Iniosported to sonn- distant loealitv such as Tripoli: .-ind as to the alleged death 
of UikiMO .and violation of his sister, imiuirie-- weri- made of the Vali of Van. 

.(l ording to a telegram received in reply, tlie proofs in the hands id’ the judicial 
authorities show that this Dikran and two of his assoriati's accused of crime.s, ;ind 
against -.vhom wannnts had heen issue 1, and who have long heen in hiding from the 
police, were encountered hy troops and iioliec .sent after them, :ind eventually killed. 
In the fii.dllade which they poured from their iMan s r rilles on tin- police and pursuing 
force one policeman's horse wa.s killed ami .-i soldi- i- wounded in the hand. It is al.so 
es(-ihlis|' -i tl.ai Zarotdii, after being for six monl'.is ii. iiri-sou last year, and liberated 
a; the amnesty, did not give uii her seditious practices, hut helougcd to the class 
■ ‘vomen who invite immoral persons to their house, and it was proved last year 
hi ■! Saad-e '.-Din I’asha was .Veliug Vali) upon oincial apiilication hy the .Armenian 
eii-tro[iolit:.,i, and M an examinatioo then held, that she was ;.ot a virgin ; further, as 
^'e- was guarded hy :i sullicieiit numlier of Mussulman and Armenian police, amt was 
■ i -i panied in the room where she was confined hy an .Vrmcnian woman, there was 
:: - P-: . iiiility of her being molested. .Moreover, she 1ms uade no ,st;itcment or 
e eo d-dut to th- - Teel, ft would seem, lhe;.-|iore, tha< the . j.ort sent hy the llritish 
f .osii' V -i, as to the assiiiilt i,. ami i-rojecled exile of lliis girl, whose seditious 
O' ; h ■' fully eit.'il lished hy im|Uivy, Im- its origio i'l insinuations made hy 
e V lutio; .. ie: v.ilh a view lo showing that she is innocent ami unjustly ill-used. For 
ollierwE.- it i,, -lear that the VgenI of s.i td 1 a well.wisher of'I nrl.cy a:. Ettgland wottld 
0 ’••-r It :e .-Itch language respecting the ;iel; an.l ollicials of o':. '! iveriiment. 1 there- 
f I' ivijtte it y:)tt to he go'jd enougdi t» o.insttU .\rtin I’asl, ■. ;i;.d eominitnieate the 
')v ■ t'l the Kinhassy in a suitidile manni-r 

(Signed) '.'1F.\T, Grand I'izier. 

■lanniinj 20 (Fehriiary 1), IStW. 


No. 07. 

Sir V. Currie lo the Maniuess of Sitlisliurii.—(ttecriviil l•'l■hr||arl| 21.) 

(No. 1)5.) 

.My Ijord, Conslantinoitle, Fibriiiiri/ 16, ISOS. 

M'lTll reforonec to my de.spatch N’o. 05 of the 3rd instant. 1 have tho honotir to 
fsn-wnrd to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch wdiieh 1 have received from 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Aleppo, containing fitrlhcr information resjiecting the 
■Armcniitns now eonllned in tin- prison of Alnxandrett.-i. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) FlllLlF CintltlK. 


Inclosure in No. 57. 

Con.'tul linrnhnm In Sir P, Currie, 

(No. 9.) 

Rir, Aleppo, February 3, 1898. 

VICF.-CONSUL CATONI having forwarded to me a copy of tho Itcixirt which 
ho addressed to your Excelleuey on the 2-lth ultimo respecting the Armoninns, named 
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N». 

sir I’. Ctirrlr to the .Miiitjiiese of .s'd/iViurj .—[Hmirrit Prhrmiii 21.) 


(No. 07.; 

Mv !.ol*(l Voimthotimplty h'rbnttiry l.'i, 180S. 

t n'.VVK (lie liuiiiiiii- 10 tniiiMiiil to your Ijonlsliip liorcn-illi oopy of a (Usjiatcli 
wtiicli I li.'ivo ivcoivoil front Her Mtijosty’s Vioo-Coiisiil til Van, iitipwsting permission 
to visit llie I’ersian frontier early in tlie sprint; in oriler to asuerlain tlie tmlli of 
tile repint that Armenian rmolnlionisis are aiptin asscmliliiif; at Selinas. 

In view of Die imporlanee of the matter, I liiive appmveil ('aptain Ivlliofs 
(iroposal to nmlertahe this journey. 


1 It: 

(Sit-netl) 


Ae. 

I’ll 11.11’ or It I! IK 


Inelosnre in No. ."ti 


i'ltptiiin tCllint to Sir I*. Currie. 

r.'.-ii. .hinuurp 20, ISOS. 

I ll.fVK the honour to r('|»irt that it is slaletUhal the Armenian Ivvointionists 
are attain assemhlini; at Selinas. 

Spies are stiitl to have lieen sent by the tlovernment from llasliKala. anil to liave 
retnrneil with the report that there are t.tlOO of them there. 

This tlttnre is riilienlons, anil thoui;h I do not think it pmitahle that the revolu¬ 
tionists areln a eomlition to e;irry out any importjint undertaking against the Turkish 
(.iovernment. it is still possihle that, untaught hy the past, they may Im contemplatnii; 
some aet of folly. . . , 

Iti v»*w i»i th(* iiuiioiiJUici* <»r tills iiiatlcr to llio socuritj'of tins viluycl, I lioij 
vonr Kxisdlency’a sanelion to visit the frontier distriefs of I’ersia early in spring, in 
iiriler to aseertain what is aeliially happening, and how far the I’ersian (iovernment 
has Itikeo steps to iirevent a renewal of last year’s iKieurrenees. 

[ have, tiv. 

(Signed) G. S. KKl-lDT. 












inclutiurc in No, 00.. 
Vicr-Connul Fonlauu to ^ir IK Cuirie. 


gij. ^ Khiiiiiut, Fehrtuiry 1, 1808. 

WITH rcfcrciHv to my tluspalch No. I of the TiMi ultimo, rcportinj; that llic police at 
Muzrt h had U‘ii«lered their resignation through rliicontent at receiving no pay, 1 now have 
the honour to report ti> vour Kxeellenc.v that tweiity-si.v zuptichs, helonging to the 
gendarmerie stationed in the town of Kharpnt, sent in a mazbuta yesterday to the \ ah, 
calling his attention to the I'ucl of tlair having served tor many months past without pay, 
and of theit now being unsupplie<l with (iriiig or |H?lroleum in spite of tlie Kcveniy <ir the 
winh' 5 —the eohicsl expeiunccd in tliis vilayet for the lust twenty years—and submitting 
that, utidvi "ueh circumst.uurs, liicv could mil mueli loiigct remain ii. the lovcc. 

The uulhuiilies mformed llu aiiidiemils that if they wishcil to rusigii lliej miHiil do 
so, one by tint* and not simuUimeously, hut promisiHl at ihe saiue lime to supply llieoi 
with charcoal and pelr.<tciini in Ihe immediate futart. Tin Vali sulisenuently coideired 
with the .\l.o-lley .uni .m- Ihn-Uashis Jjari, Mehmcl Ktleinii, ami Mmad ih-v iwlm are 
resiiettividv Colonel .md Majors of the local geiaiarmiTie), a> to wh.il emihl he don* to 
Mdislv, in iiowevei Miv-dl ..egr. e, the elulms of the maicoidLiits, Hut the exiguilN ol llie 
luieh’ at Ka-ud licy’- dispo.ad render it Impi'ohabU lhal .> singh- mmilh’s pa) will he 
girtiilen to the gen lurmcs, ulhei duiing KaitiM/wn m llatram. 

i'hc case ol Hum men seems the iiartlei, uiMimueli .*s then dot) i> e«nopi»i..iivel) 
onetnus; and the uiouiiUa z.ipliel»s arc eonipclhil to lake kmc joinueys I** distant 
vilhi^*..', or uCCuinpaii) the post as oulridrrs tm*>ugh itie deejicsl snow ami severest c*)ld. 
Some of them have received no pa\, it apjK'urs, since the il.ilc of their enrolment h) 
Shakir Ikioli.i, whilst l)ji large mujority liave atrears owing lliem varying, in p* mMi, trom 
twenty to fi>c imnitha. A few ot the more lortunate wlio .iie attache*! to tl»c .louiajliold 
nt the Vali, Dulter-Dui, Aiai-Hev. and 8aii .Melmut Kirondl. leceive*! llieii pa\ tegul.^rly 
up to two or three immtlis ago ^ hut, as a gcneial rule, the entire daily remimeratiou ol 
the unmuunted/aptiehs luis t*»r hmg past hccn limited to somewhat less than an oke *)t 
hiead. to which U added, in the ease ol the mounted zaptieli. Inirlev ami Rtniw for fodder. 

lam iiiforim-d llml vilhigcr.> liave ipiite ucelilly complained to the autlioritiea limt 
/aptiehs roam uliout the villages anti pilfer corn to supply the nmls t)f their own lamilics. 

In cunchisloii, I wtaild submit that there* appears Imt little doubt that the Vali, 
DeUii«l)ar, .Meklouhji, AluUlky and IlimHashis referred 1*j, bticeced, nutwith.staadmg 
the general poverty, in drawing their salary with loUiuble legulard) ; hut llie lower and 
puniest of the oHitials, togethei wilh the puliee ulul gendaimes, are Icll to sliilV, niuic oi 
less, for iheiiibclvus. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) UAPMAKh A. FONTANA. 


Sir IK Curnr to thr A/orf/UMi of Snti8bhry.—{llfceiveil March 7.) 

illy liord^ Constnntinojtle, Fehrunry 23, 1B9S, 

^ Wrni reference t*. my desput d. No. 74 of the .Mb iiialanl, I have the honour to 
forward to yt>ur Lordship herevrilh copy *»r a desptttclt whioli \ have received 
Majesty’s Vict-Consul id Van, rcspcciiiig the eunciliulory dispu*.itiun now iimmfosted 
by /.ekki PiiHlm, which Caidaln Flliol atlrihdtes to llie fact that he feeU the mjccanty 

41? his position. . , 

* 1 have, MC. 

(Foi the Anihat»:>udor), 

(Signed) M. DK m.'NSKN. 
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Inclosure in No. 61. 

CapUtin Elliot to Sir P. Currie, 

((No. 3.) February 2, 1808. 

IX continuation oi „,v .lca,.atcl, No. . on the subject of Zckki Pasha ( have the 
'’“''7hlAZ«nr«:ll,';,"e.ihytl.e .Mushir toaania the (Jovernora oftheprovinceahaa 
'“""SaZEl^^ntsire to propitiate them, not fron. any worthy motives hut 

'’'™ThJ'ZhI«in« eln'mnltZrZat has come to my kn«wle.lBO lately appear. 

Zn emr:;"tZt minmea on tW U 

Ins ast..mah«.en.. ■;>' h!Z,^^m»l. .inrins a viai. .hat 

reluni ms cull, and ih- Mushir am j imeiuled doing 

i:^Z;;::;:;\r7XZei:r 

for permission to retire. 

^l;:^ZlmZr:l:m\i:r:^.Ile::c:nere.ua.le.h.r iron.. them, did 

all in hi,s power hi.,, m the attentions that 

report th.at 1 am ....al.le to verify, states that a teleKm.a or letter has been sen. 

—■ ■■ '• - 

car..estly to he desired that l.is apprel.e...sions ate well lom.dcd.^^^^^ 

(Signed) Q. 9* KLLlO'l. 


No. 62. 

Si, /'. Ca,rie (a t/.e A/„r,««. of S„/,»t,ary.-(K,eri.-«i Mruory 28.) 

(No Id?.) Comniatinoptv, Frhruary 23, 

My l-‘»r<l. t . i. V.. 7ha i.i the 27th November, 1807. 1 huvt the 

WITH r,fere,uv ,n, ' :1- '."’.J f.,:,,„ach whieh 1 have rece.ved 

l,u.,o..j- to '"f*.;"' , l l!,i,onl, st^tm;; that th,- .liffieollifs atle.uh..-- tin- 

l!,:::;;.!'*:! r;.h .n. P:,...arel. ..r A...imh have 

fpor the A'.iihu,.sador), 

(Sie.ud) M. OK BUNSKN. 


[1II05J 
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Iiiciosurc ill Xo. 02. 

dojixul^Gencriit Drunimonrf^Ifatj fn Sir P. (htrrir. 

(No. 10.) 

Sir, Hfivunt, h'rhrmry 1), 1801^. 

\\ ITil rclercncc to iny despaicli No. 7) ol Uuj ITlIi NovimuIici*, ISU7, rciating to thi* 
(linicultioH conncpto'l with tin* election of tlip (ircek Cutliolic P.ilmrch, I Imve the honour 
to inform your Kxccllcmy that the fiovernor-Gcnernl <if the I.ehamm 1ms been instructed 
by 111 -' Govi niment to anthorixe the l*a|Mj| l)ilei:nfe to allenit the (’onvoeation of Hishups 
in an •.tlU ious capacity, and with tin- condition that In will have no ri^lil of presiding: or 
-'oiinn a* the nieefinjf. 

It i> r(;pnited that the Hislmps will a-'Seinhlc on the lOth l•\•hnlary at Saha, near 
Dio’iny, in the l..ehanon, as was originally arranged, and that tlie i-esuli of the elections 
> ill he known on the I2lh iiwtant. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) H. DRUMMOND-II.AY. 


No. 63. 

Sir P. durrir to (hr Mnrifursn •>/ Sulushury.^iPrt'rim/ h'rhruttry 2S.) 


(No. n»y.) 

My Ijord, Ctiun(tin(itiuj»lr, Frhruftry ‘23, lsl)8. 

i llAVlv the honour to traiiMiiit to your l.ord.ship herev\ith copy of a despatch wliicli 
I have received frorn Her Majestv'i* Viee«Consul at Van, containing details respecting the 
iioprisunnteiU of Armenian'' in that vilayet on political charges, the murder of thriv 
rev lutii.oists hy police ainl troops, and the ea-^e oi a yotiiiif ifirl. the sister of one of the 
murd<'red men, said to he condemned to exile in 'IVipoli. 

t'apiain Klliol ims since reportcsl hy telegraph that lhirty*threeArmenians were lieing 
ineti as irvolntionists, and that the Vali had spared no elloH to si'cure their conviction. 
Ten of the accused had avowed their guilt, hut the remainder were, in Captain Klliot's 
I’pinion, perfectly innocent, and were simply victims of the malignity of the police. The 
inUTveiilioii of Her Majesty's Rmhassy was urgently asked on their liehalf. 

I have caused representations to he made at the Stihliim l*orle, and the French 
Amha.ssador has done tlie same, hnt yonr i..ord.ship is aware of tin Turkish ntlicial view of 
thf-si iueidents, which is iets»r<le<l in the (traiul VizIcrV cvpinnations, alreufly forwardeil in 
my despatch No. 1)3, ConfidentiaK of the I Ith instant. 

I have, See. 

(For the Atnlms.sudor), 

(Simu-d) M. 1)K lJUNSION. 


Iticlosuro in No. fi3. 

C^t’ftain Kfli^t to Sir P. OurriV. 

(X... 2.) 

Sir. Pan, January 31, ISOS. 

I IIAVF the honour to submit a Report on the stale of iilluirs hea*, which, I rcgrvt 
to nay, i-* nof stitisfaetory. 

Tlu ia appears to he little dnnht that the revoliilionlRls are, hu* the pre.scnt nt any rate, 
puwerh*" to give ;my trouble. 

The moment seems propitious for conciliating the Armenian population, rc.sturiiig 
confidonei, < naldim' fraile to he resumed, and the pisjple to reeover from the desjienite 
pliidit int(» which they have (alien. 

t.'iifoitunateiy, this view does not seem hi reeoimnend itself to the f lovcriiin'Mit. 
'1‘liere are upward** of tilty Nrmenians in V in prison wh<i h vve boon awaiting trial on 
p'ditical charges, some oftlM'in I'or over four inonth<*. ‘I'wn li iv died in prison here, and 
I '** at liushkula. 

At Rashkula there vvere originally fifteen prisoners, lue ’ d over hy the Fersiun 
(Joverimient. I hear the survivoi*s have now been tried. O- ■ is e mdeinned to death, 
some to terms o( imprisonment ranging from five to (il\i* > w.irs, and one or two 
ai*ij'Mffe-l 


There is every reason to believe that the unfortunutc men arc innocent, and that their 
offence consisted in not being able to bribe the I’er.sian officials who arrested them. 

Very little sufUce.s just now to get an .Armenian into ])rUon. , , , % 

After the Koruhash nffhir, about which 1 telegraphed to your hxc<dlency last w'cek, 
twelve or thirteen men were arrested there. The Dellerdar has proeiircrl the release 
of seven <if these, hut the look-out for the rcmaintlcr is bad. These wretched men appear 
to have done all that was possible l.viV], and yet they have got into trouble. 

'fhe r.ise is briefly this:— . t . i . .i . 

’riirce revolutionists for whom searcli wa^* being mtule in \ an lett the gardens on l u* 

nigh? of the Sth. and look refuge in tiic village of Koruhash. aho jf 2 miles distant across 
the plain. ... . i 

Word was sent to the authorities, and on the morning *>1 the !)tii troops and zapiiehs 

went «iut. and return'd a f-w hours later willi the hodie.-i in a curt, giving an account ot a 

desperate battle. . , ... »i 

I sub.-.cquenilv ascertained heyoml a doulit that the three men left the village on the 
)i|iproach of the troops, and tritd to escape. On fiiuling theeKclves iwcrtaken, they 
surrendered. . . , 

1 ilouht whether thev fired n shot. They wen- shot .l.mn at ■ .li.tanH’of o few yards 
as lliey held their vitlcs iii the air. ami called out that they threw themselves on Itie mercy 
of the fiovernuient. , ,, . . 

The Alai Rev, Usat. who was in eoinin.md. and tlic hceond f.ommissaire ol I once, 
lliiMii, c'MiiiiiH't lust Si'iilcmlwr I liiul tint liiinour of luinsiii^ t" your Kxcdlonry s 

iiolicf ill iiiv ilcsiiiitcli No. I'.l, were most |iroiiiiiic-iil in llio nilliiiiily pisiiicss. 

Tlio inuii’s liodios wtTc riildloil. I visited tlie spot some days iifleriviirds. mid llioiiijh 
then lue. hecii it full ol siioiv since the occiineiiee, it wiis ^■;lsy to see iviml had liiipiieiied. 
It was .1 sliphi liollmv, not llio pluee desperate men would selvel ni uiukii .1 slmid ; llm snow 
.Mis drenelied willi lilnod, mid llioiipli lo.\es mid wolves li.wi visiteil the plaeo, hit, ol llvsli 

ainl lame wore still In he found. , , • . 1 ..mi -11111 

I'.iich of ihe men hud 11 iiei'lerii iiiiipazine l•.lk■, o( Itiissian ni.ike, mid -OU ni 1 It' 
eartridp,..,. Had they eiioseii tn rusist, they cmild have piven a very pond iiccomit id 
tin lllselvcs. 

I hclieve Ihcv had no iiucniioii of creatinp a distiirhancf 111 V an. 

•Vflcr the events iif recent yeiirs, Arnieniaiis iiiv hardly to he hlaiiied it they desire to 


The Turkish l.’uiisul in Khni. I’crsin (.Mi Iteza liny). 


opiiiinti, clilclly 


re^iKiiisible Inr the trouhle here. He persists in seiidiiip lyiiip lepnrts of the inteiiiiniis 
mid .strciipth of tlie revnlnlionists, though wlien they really meditated a serious enterprise 
last spriiip I believe he gave no iiiforiiiutioii at all. He stated that the ( liicf of the men 
.* . . r*??_ IV....la uwmn mr*ii u't\vit*n Hu ha and the 


killed at Koruhash, Dikrmi Oiroymi, eoiild raise 10,(100 men between liillus and the 
Persian frontier, and that the girl Ziirnniii (sister ol Dikrnii Diroyaii), wins a .M.ajor- 
Gencral among revolutionists. Other eipiidly ndiciilmis lahrieatimis oripiiialed from hiiii. 

Ill iiislice to the Viili, it must he said that he .ilfered tn Ivlegiapli tor 11 free pardon 
for Dikrmi Diroyaii and any of his nssoeintes who would surrender either to the 

Govermneiu or a Consul. r. * i 

Dikrnn Diroyan sent word that he intended to surrender lo me, but as after two d.iys 
of grace he lu glectcd to do so, the search was resumed with the result stated above. 1 
believe that he really did inlemi pivinp himself up. hut was not allowed to hy Ins 

"'a day or two previous lo the Korulmsti ull'nir, Zarooiii, who is a young girl iilaiut 20. 
arrested and imiirisuned. 1 have been assured on good authmity lliat she was violalcti 


in prison hy the police, 


Sh. 

rjiptiehs 
much usi' 
'file 
in Afiteu. 
iHfing t 


left Van on the 17th danu; 
One .\rmenian policeman 


1 charge of a company of infantry and Home 
sent to protect her, *init 1 fear he is not 


i.llienls here pave out that an Imperial Irade had come, h.iiiishing her to Tripoli 
1 now believe this In he false, and merely stilled to prevent the Consuls from 

Thi- '"irl, thanks to the Turkish Ciinsul at Khoi, is believed be a must dmiper-iiis 
rawdiilieiiivt. I was aide lust siimuier t.. pr-teel her apaiiisl .m ohjeelioiialile i.inii nl 
1 etseeiilion and it was chicllv thtuupli her that I coiiiimmieate.l with the reyoluliimisls 
who eaiiie inn tlie city last Aupusl after tie.- affair will, the Kurd; m, the li'milivr. 

I Iieted e.l the Va'li’s reipivst, uiid I luve some re.isou to h. h.-ve that the ,te|., i. omi 
wiie not without elleet ill [.reveiiliiig distiirbmicc 111 Van. The 'lurks at that lime were 
ill III) small iilariii. The uiifurluiiate girl thus ivndcred a sereiec to the noveriiiiicm. 







It seems useless lu poiut out to Shemslii PuhIiu tliul tiie TurkUh Consul ut Kliol lias 
litil in the past am), doubtless, continues to lie. He has, unfortunately, censed to take 
the advice of those hy whom he was formerly Kuide<l, ami has yra«lually got under the 
influence of a very low set. 

Chief of these Is the Public Prosecutor, ilaiiidi iicy. 

The Bash Miidir of Posts and'I'clegraphs is also a jiarticularly fawning and mischievous 
person. I lis name is i ie san Talisin. I le is suspected ofupeniiig letters and communicating 
the contents ol teleymui'. 

'rile poliri* are—o'- is iicvituhlc wheie they are not jxnd—sirouiulrels; hut the Alai 
Bey and Se<*on<l ( tjimtii aire immticaiisl al»t»ve are e-pi'cially worthy ot note. 

Not ie.ist ainon:' ili'tse who (^xeieise a bad influence on the V'ali a most iiiHigniflcant 
looking |.••|•son•—his tjwn Private Secrelury, Omar lifleiidi. 

Tin Muavin, .loliannes Keiid ICirendi, is timid and useless, and appears to me Uki 
reiuiy lo intrigue. 

'Mie l)elterdnr. Maid ill Ihw, is tlie nio.sl clever and capulih* ot the ollieiulK here. Ile 


>ido 

good ; a? pre-eut he can 
It anythin': is to I* > 
I Imi: t'- H-ilitntl tiiut no 


llitlierto his inflo 


and 


vice liav« been 


live months 
o little. 

Iota to re.stoie this vilayet to something like iU former condition, 
••le slioiihi he lo^t in taking step^. The lirst ot these appear lo 
itii.s eharged with I nlU'iiei-s and a settlemeiil ol’tlie Kind 

ipicStiOll. 

1 he Ntriiieenl orcirrii to eollecl taxes from the ll.itindieh that were received some 
tine hack are. tllank^ lo lltc iiilervention ot the .Musliir, Zekkt iWm, now a dead 
leitir. 

I have, &c. 

(.'signed) (j. S. KLLlttl. 


No. «1. 

Sir l\ Cu.tii. ti thi MtiniimK oj' Hulishui i/, Mnrch 7.) 

(K... m.) 

Mjl .Old, f Murch 1. IbiJH. 

Wri’ll reference lo my de.spatch Xo. lOU of the tjbrd ultimo, 1 liavc tlic honour to 
fornurd tv your Lord.ddp liLrcwilli copy of a dcs|tat<'h wliieh 1 have received from Her 
Maiesly's VicC'Cnii&ul at Van, respecting the viol.atiuii of an Armenian girl in prison, 
and unsatLsfactory state of ntfuirHin the vilayet generally. 

1 liave, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CUIIKIK. 


Iiielosure in Xo. d1. 

(Unitiiin titliot hi !<ir /*. Curn’e. 

(No. n.) 

Sir, ^ nil, t’fliruarif 7, IflOK 

I HAVK llte honour to ueknouledge the receipt of your two telegrams of the 
fdh instant. 

Witli reference to llie Htutemeiil us to the violation of the girl. Zaruoin, in prison, 
it aus made on gootl uulliurity 

Vtiar I'jxceileiicy dniitdle.ss Ltnms hoa mucli value can he attached to the dimiul. 

I regiet that m my lcli;:iam ot the IttHii .Iiiiitiary I iiuidveiiently used the wor«l 
' arrested ' instead ot suniih>UM't), ' as 1 liad iiilemled (o do. 

I liuve repot ted iIk-m- Ito ts in ladei to give an hUa of the policy iiom being pursuetl 
hy the (joveriiiiient—u poiny, i cannot help thinking, that is inspired from (’miHtanti. 
nople, and that appeals to ha\e for ilA nhject the slow hut sure ollucenuuil of llie 
Armenian people. 

One result of it U to recniil tin rank.-> o| ilic ieu>lu(ioiiiKl.s. A numinous is very 
likely to he toHoWed hy an iiiipiisoitineiit of indetiiiile dunilion while awaiting trial on 
some inimi ety eiuuge, and lath-i l! r.i. tr.i e this eiuitmgeiiey some prefer to hide from 
the law. rrom ;!ds !•> pro>.ding ll<eiiisLlve^ witii arms, ami joining lhr>r.c who deeture 
thcm.selves the rneltde of the Hoveriiinent, the step is a short one. 
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Tlic tiial of the men arrested after last year's disturliunces U now proceeding. It 
would liave eoncludod last week, had the attempt to conceal what was going on from 
the Consuls iiroved successful. It practically recommenced on our appearance. 

This attempt I regard as a further proof of the bad faith that has lately become 
manifetti here. 

Wlicn the trial is concluded I will submit a report. 

I beg to thank your Excellency for the action you liave taken on my telegrams, l 
believe it Ima had a deterrent cflcct. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. 8. ELLIOT. 


No. 05. 

Sir P. Currir to thf" .\fiiri{uc.\8 of Snlubary.-^ilifcnved Sfarr.h 7.) 

!»rd ^ i'liHAhititinoph, \hicch H, ls*,)h. 

i HAVE the honour to forward to your l/ordship herewith eopy <d' two despatches 
which I Imve reeeiveil nom Her .Majesty’s Consul ul Krxerouiu, resjiccting an nccusnlion 
brought against an Armenian iiolice oflicer, whieli threatened to provoke dtslurliaiices at 
Bairum. together witli » copy of a telegram from the same source, staling tluit the feast 
hud nusHcd off ipiielly. 

* I have. ike. 

(Signed) PHILIP CinilUE, 


Inclosure 1 lit No. d‘*. 

Cuiuu/ (iltllti /«» Sit p. Cut'll' 

S^r* ^ ^ Krzrrnuiii, /'Vi!oU((ry 17. IBOH. 

I HAVE the liou'-ui lo rc|MUt that Dikran ElFcudi, an Armenian police olficer ut 
Kricrmnu, linving been accused of iusulling ll.c Mussuliuai. religion, udvaulugc has been 
taken of llie incident l.y the eUfinie.s of the Vali, consisting cli:clly ol ei-olliciuls di.s- 
miB.scd l.y his Excellency fur misconduct, and some odiilary i.nicers, to stir up ngitatiou 
among the Turkish popnlitliiai of ll.c .dly. The alfair Inis nssnnierl such laoporlions that 
there is some reason to fear dislmbances at the upproadong Hairam f.stival, .iial it is 
indispensaldc lliat tin Vali slianhl he aide In count upon the loyal co-opcmtion of tin- 
mililaiv to avert distwder. .. .. . . ; . 

M’y French and Russian colleagues and I liuvc thought it our duly lo acquaint our 
respective Einhiissies witii the circum-slunee. and to suggest ihiit tin- /ermskiorate a[w»dd 
be got lo warn the military aiithorilius of Erv.eroum lo .•mpport Kiiout I usli m hm ctlortM, 
and hold them tcspoiisible’ lor Hie lUHiuteiiaiicc of order. n. n i. 

1 had the honour lo report the mih.stunee ol the above to your Lxecllenty tiy 
telegraph to-day, ^ 

(Siginsi) U. W. GUAVHS 


Inclosure 2 in No. till. 

Con.Mil friaivs lo Sit /’. Ciirrif. 

(No. a. Confidential.) , 

iV Krzeroum, Feliruart/ U), IKUS. 

WITH reference to my desiailch N'o. 2 of the 17lh inslriiit, I have tlie honour to 
roiiort the following adddilionul details in c.mueetioi. with the accusation ogaiiisl 
Dikron Ell'ondi and the agitation to wliicli it liius given ruse at hnermim . , , , 

Dikran Effendi is tile Second ('ominis.snry ol 1 olico relerred to iii my dcsiiatch 
No 22 of the 20tli .May, 1H'J7, as a forinei .Armenian revolutionary agent, who “d of 
late distinguislied himself hy his vigour in following un his lornier associates, and by the 
brutality of hU treatmoiil of Ariuciiian prisoners. It has been a matter ol regret lo me 
[1006] ^ 








that Uaouf I’naba should have “ivcn so mucli of his et>nOdoncc to a man of Dikran 
Kflendi’e character and anlecedcnU, and it may be said that his Excellency is now 
paying; rather dearly for his error of judjpnent. A few days ago Dikran engaged in a 
quarrel with the keeper of a 'I'urkish bath which he |■re(Hlent8, and after using some 
rough and abusive language, arrcntetl him. This snpplietl the enemies of his protector, 
Raouf Pasha, with sucli an opportunity tiiey arc always on tiie look out for. A 
Mazbatn was prepared, to wliieh. in .•nn-c<)uenco of Dikran’s avrugant and quarrelsome 
temper, hiiiuireds of signatures wer«; x'Oii torthcoming, and tclegrapited direct to the 
Mini-ityof Policeat Constantinople, conuuning the mvamldc old complaint, winch never 
fails in its ciVt Cl against a native ('lirislian, of having “ insulted the Mm sulmnn faith,” 
’i'he re.sult was ns exnoe»e.l, iohI orilcrs eaine for tin* aceustMl to ))«? arrested njid lodged 
.) prison. 

Now tin- author'' <»f tlie intrigue hud cmlidcntly .‘ouuied on Uaouf Paslm opposing 
tile punibhiiieut of liis protege, in wliieli ease every nrrangeuieut was mmlc for a violent 
ieuioiisiratioii of Musi'ulmun I'linHtieism at Mniraui, resulting probably in tlie Vnlis 
disgrace ai d dismisHJil. portunnlely liin I'Acellem y was quick to pereeivo liie danger, 
nml Im retrained from interfering on Dikran KiVemliMielialf, an lie same time that he has 
Uikeii sueb preeautions us he can against di-order. Rut the Commandor of (ho I'rzeroum 
Divi-ioii. Mehmei Ali Ibislm. well kiiowio.! hai anything lending to dlseredit the Vnli 
will he iigroenlde to his Chief. Zekki Pasha, and having tlie fate ol his prcMicccflsor Zia 
Pasha before his eves, is not likely to he anything hut lukewarm in sujqiorting him. if left 
to hi? own devieea; wliile the •'Commaiidanl do Place.” Mehmet Bey. a dangerous 
inliiguer and u laiialic, win* has distinguished himself in former massacres, is a partisan 
of the Mushir’s. and can only he regardiMl ns an element of danger under tlie circumstances, 
if. Iiov^ev r. order> are lelegrapheil Inmi Constaniinople iniikiiig it clear to these otlicers 
h .1 di-turlmnees are not to he allowed tn take place, there will ho lilllo or no danger of any 
t. eaeh ol the peuee ; the Vali'a position will, if anything, he eonHolldated by the failure 
ol iiiirigin* against him; and Dikran Ptfendi eun he lell to take his cliance of Turkish 
justice, as. whether lie he innocent or cuiliy of the presoul charge, he is in no respect 
deserving of the sm dlesl synipiiliiy or intervention in his tavour. 

I have, ike. 

(Signed) K. W. GRAVES. 


lncl( ‘*nrf 3 in No. 05. 


Grtu'fw to .S»V P. f'lO'ivV. 

(Teluginphic.) P. Erzeru.uu, Fehrunry 21 ISDS. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the least of Bairain passed olf without any 
incident, thanks to tlie preventive measures adn]>ted hy the authoritie.H. 

TIic police officer of whom I spoke in my telegram of the 17th instant, against whom 
nccusatioiiB were made, lias been sent under escort to Constantinople. 


6*ir P. Currie to thf Mnrqn^fs of SaiWntry. — {lUc^ivcd March 7.) 

(No. 117.) 

Ilv lj»r<l ('ormtauttnople, March U, 1HJ18. 

Wl'hl lefcreiiec to my dcapatoh No. SD ol the 12th ultimo, I have the honour to 
forward to your I.,ordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from Her 
•Maieslys Consul at DaiimsciH. reporting the resignation of the Greek Grthodox Patriarch 
Spiridon. 

I have, Sec. 

(Signed) PHILIP ClIRKIK. 


liiclosim' in No. Gtb 


Consai Richnrdu to Sir P. Currie. 

' Daimscus, February 21, 1898. 

wrrn reference U> my de.spatcli No. A of the 29(h ultimo, giving further details 
concerning the deposition of the Orthodox flreek I'atriarch. I have the honour to 
inform your Excellency that that prelate has now handed in his resignation 
officially. . , • , , i • 

It anpears that on the 17th instant Benjamin. Bisliop, ot Diavhekir, urnveU in 
DHinascus from the Convent of Sciilnaya wlicre the ex-l’alriarcli is at present, and has 
heeii for some lime jwisl, residing, bringing with liim the formal act of resignation 
voluntarily Mgiied hv Mgr. Spiridan. Tliis hoM iiaving been umicumced to the Bishops 
assembled in Synod on the following day. tlioy made an olficial communication on the 
suhieet to the Vali, at the same time requesting him to obtain an Imperial Irade from 
Constantinople recognizing Mgr Cerniano-i. Bi.-liop of ('ilia, as locum tcnrn'i of the 
Patriarchate. im i 

The situnliotj heing now very much siinplilicd, the oidy dillicultics that are likely 
to present themselvc- are tlioMr to wliieh the rival elaims of flreek and naiivc (Syrian) 
cafididatos fi»r the I'atriarchal throne may givi- rise. 'The tf)nner are supported by the 
Vali and the oilicial class generally on the ground that a Greek (rayah) Patriarch would 
be les- umenahle to Russian intlueiicc and inlcrfcrenee than a Syrian ; wllerea^ if the 
choic<' were left entirely to the muo. ol the p- ople, it is tlie candidate belonging to the 
latter category who would '’Ocui'' tin? mujoiity oi voles. It (.iftick inllaenee wins the 
dav, Mgr. Germaiios Is ah.io.sl ceriam tii he sucees.sl'ul. If, on the other hand, it be 
decided" that ilie new Patriarch ^htiuld he a Syrian, it is not so clear who would he 
elected. 

1 nave, See. 

(Signed) W. S. KICllAUDS. 


No. (J7. 

Sir P. CurnV to the Muryurn u) Siilishury.—{lieceired March lU.) 

SIy*Lord ^ Constaulinople, March 7, 1^98. 

^ I HAVE the boiuiur to furwjiid U. your l.ordship herewith <!opy of n despatch 
which 1 have re.xjivcd fnmi C.)hmel Ponsonhy, Military Atlachd to this Embassy, 
rcsmH'tiug inilitarv iireparations in Macedonia and Analoliu, 

* 1 havi*, Sic. 

(Signed) PllllAP CUUKIK. 


IncloBurc in No. (\ 1 . 

Colonel Ponsotdty to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 8. Confidential.) , w / i iwo« 

g-p Constantinoide, March 1, 1^9s. 

' 1 HAVE tho honour to bring to your Excellency’s notice that unusual activity is 

at im‘seiit prevailing in the luilitury offices at Constantinople. 

1 I Inters have been issueil for a hrigiuh* ('omposcsl of eiglil h.attalions to Ik* taken 
fnim ttiu force in Epinis to procciNl nl once to Iviiiimiioni (north of Uscuh). 

A crnnii of oosorviitioii i< to lie foriio'il them..•m l will coii.-ii3t I'vciitually, it is .mil. 
of two (livisioiis, hilt tho o-tact force is. 1 hcliovc, not yet lixcil uiioii.ami will ]iiohihly 

ilooemi ittioii Ihc ^railtial evacuation of I’ho.s.saly. . 

'I'lic iilacc is remarkalilv well chosen for evcntiiniities on Hie northcni frontier, 
eomniandiii!' the lii!,'li road liy Kustondii into lltil^aria. and Hie milwiiy nnd liiftli r.cid 

hy Vmnia into Servia. . . . r .1 

•>. A volunteer corps of Mnssuiimin Allianuins is to lie raised for service on Hiu 
Hiilitnriiin frontier: the Vali of Scutari is reisirted to liavu received tlie noecssary 

3.* Orders liave also iieen issued for the tlioninglt repair of nil teie[^phie line, in 
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^taocdutii:i, and tlu* cstublishmcut of now stations wljon* (Nnisid< it*(l nocossarv lor 
military purposes. 

4. All Iradc lias been issued for the repair of certain portions of llu* Cnataldja 
linos. 

G. In Asia, also, for some eonsidcrablo time |Mist prc|Mirations have been (|niolly 
Ijoing on to pul tiie 1th Army Corps in a lit condition for active service. Roads in 
Eastern Anatolia have liecn‘improved, l^uanlities of stoivs and ammunition have 
heen dispatched; 79,201) Mausrr rilles (9 5 ealihnO have up to tin? present Imjcii 
forwardi'd—more tlian sutTicicmt to arm all the Nirams and Redif battalions. 

A few days ago an ofllcer belonging to tlie stall'of this Ordu arrived in Constan¬ 
tinople for tii‘e express purpose* of assisting to work out plans of molnlizatioii and 
coneentralion. 

He is to remain hen* unlil such plans are com])letotl and approved. 

Great secrecy is being nmintaincil about these, and the seheines are l>eing worked 
out at llie I’alaee, and not at llie AVar Gfliei*. 

0. It is rojitemplatid to coustruel, •* as soon as practicable,” a line of r.iilway 
from Bcrtramt.v—northern terminus of tin* Smyrnu-Akliissar Railway—to Rainloriua, 
on the Sea of Marnmra, opposite to Rodoslo; also fnmi Umlosto dim*l to Ferejik. 

Tlii-* will Im* <»l' gn*at strateudcal importanei*, and reinler tin* niilwny communica¬ 
tions hclwci*o lite3id Urdu\Muee«lonia) and its n*<!niitingand reserve ground complete. 
It will also avoid tin* intirrleieiiee in Ihirujn' with the ConstantiuopIc^AdrianopIc line, 
whieh (ause<l great meiom nieina* during the last war. 

7. It may interest your Kxeelleuey to know, without entering into uimeeessnry 
del.'iils, that thei'e an* at pre.s4?iit si-ventv-six battalions in Macedonia and Alhauia 
(exclusive »'f tin* tr«>ops in 'I’ln ssaly and Klassona), and b|rirus, hut inclusive of i*li*vcn 
Mustnhii/. battalions. Of these, twenty-six are dislribul»*d lietween Mitravil/ji and 
Rgrl ralanka, and twt*ntv-M*ven in tbV cireumsj*ription (.f I*:gn I’alanka, Djuma, 
Menlik.and the Mesta Ilivei. 

I belio\e that tliese prepauitlons are being made purely f«>r purposes of prot<*etion, 
and not for aggression. Itisdilbeult to gauge exactly tlie amount of importanco to 
he altaciied to them, as the )u**.seni Miidster ol War [widcs himself upon ke**ping 
.abre:i**‘ «•! .ill jioUtieul eontingencii."S. 

I have. \c. 

(Sigind) 1. G. I'OXS. .y \ \ 


.\o. 


11 ^. 


.Sir /h Curt if ft. litr Mth'tiut •'t A/me.'. 10.) 

(Xo. I2A.) 

My I-<ird, Conuhtntinopft, Mttreh 7, 1S9S 

1 IIAVK the honoui to forward to your Ijordslup licrewith ropy of a letter which 
1 have received from .Mr (Vow re«pc«*tiug the state ‘)f the relief work in the Vilayet 
of Hitlis. 

I have. .Sic. 

(Signed) I»HIL11‘ CUKHIE. 


Inclosurc in No. C'>. 
IVcr-CoJnru/ Cr«ir fo Sir Currii. 


coarse millet, which causes constipation and frequent illness, and many have died from 
that cause. . . .t i 

I am feeding 3,0l>0 [KJOplc,chiclly women and children, in Ihtlis daily; but there has 
been no great run on the bakeries from the viljagc.s so far. The lack of clothing is rather 
terrible, and it is a wonder that some of them do not die from exposure. T am starting 
a clotlnug establishment next week, and getting .some thing.s made to cover the women 
and children who come in unprovided. I find it uselcH.s giving them cloth not made up, 
as they sell it for a few pinslrcs to the fir*5t comer. 

liagop KfTcndi. the Dragouuin, Ims been most u.'^cful and untiring during my stay 
here, and has rendered very good service tliroughoiU. The little breach between him 
and the authorities .seems to linve completely honied, and the latter arc very civil to him. 

‘Flic medical relief has been ntlcudcd w ith good re.sult.s. The hoy who was taken 
in hand in June ac<*om|Muiied me to Saird, where he was a bit stronger, ami was able to 
undergo nn operation at Mardiii, where I sent him to Dr. I'liorn, os it could not be 
managed here. He now writes that he i.H cured. 

Mr. Cole bus gone home on leave of ahscuec, which he mueli needed. He lias been 
rcplaeei! by a voung Canadian missionary, Aslulown. 

Tiic .Miss’Kley’s have returned to Bitlis, and found their house lias been c<»mpletely 
ransacked in tiicir uhscncc by jigcuts of tlie Hevohitionnry (’ommittco, which is hardly 
gratifying after having <leVf»ted themselves to Armenian work tt>r thirty years. !hey 
refuse to tfikt; any steps in the matter, so I am unable to help them. 

'I'hc gendarmes resigned in force last week, uml liandeil their swords to the Vah, 
as they got no puy. Three of them claim forty months’ salary. The Vali borrowed 
200 liras on his personal .security from the Armenians, and gave tlicm a month’s wages 
a-piece to resume work. . 

The snow is tlecp all over tlie country, ami the Kurds are Inbcrnntmg. Uie 
pluuilering has entirely ceased. . , , i i • 

1 expect Menulmn in next week. 'Du* roads arc heavy, ami lie bus been delayed in 
consi'ijuence. 

Relieve mo, &e. 

(Signed) FliAXCIS KDAVAKD CUOAV. 


Sir P. Currie io the Marquva.s of Hutuhtinj.—{^Rccfhetf Murch 10.) 

(No. 12t>.) 

My Lord, Conv/rtii/inop/c, March 7, 1S9S. 

I H.'WE the honour to tmusmit a copy nf a very interesting desiialcii by Captain 
Muun^ell, Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Sivas, on the policy of Zckki Paslm, Comman¬ 
dant of the ith Army Corps, towards the Kurils, and on tlie apprvheiuiions felt as to an 
advance of the Russians towards l^rxeroum in the spring. I’liese apprehensions exist 
in many ipiartcr.s, and the recent altitude ot Russia has created u widespread focliiig 
of uncertainty ns to her desigu.s. 

The Armenian Patriarch, in the course of a eouvcrsnlion which I recently had 
with him, exprcaseil the opinion that llie object of the enrolment of the Mamidie 
regiments was political rather than military, and was a portion ot the scheme for 
as.similating the Kurds with the 'Purks, wliieh had hecii puroued for some years past by 
the Sultan. 

I have. &c. 

(.Signed) PHIIJP CURRIK. 


Dear Sir P. Currie, /h’//i.v, Fehrunry 13, lft9b. 

A'DCU Excellency's telegram alumt the starvation en.scs reported to the Committee. 
I ilo not think there can be any foundation for them, at least as far us this vilayet is 
coneerned. 

Tin* reports from Khi/uii are uol uufuvouruhle coiLsideritig their euiuliliun. 
Oarehigun is on tlie border b<..wcen Van and Ritlis, uml has been relieved by V’an. 
Khar/.nn, though in this province, is hu near Diarhekir, that it was found easier to 
distribute relief from there. I have Imii had report.s from the latter district, but no 
deaths from starvation. 

'Phe peu.sants are selling their ficU‘> for a mere sung to the Kurds, as they have no 
nicans of cultivating them, and they arc reduced to tiviug on gilgil," u siiecies of 


Inelosure in No. 99. 

Cttpmiii Mauust'U tn Sir I*. Currie* 

(No. 24.) 

Sir, Sivus, lu’bruiittj 18, 1808. 

1 H.WE tile honour to nckiiowlodge the reecinl of Captain Elliot’s dc.simtch Xo. I 
of the 10th January last, and hog to forward the following reply as rci[ucstcd. 

In my original despatch Xu. ! of the 7th December, 1897, I staled that Zckki 
Pasha \va.s a man incapable of intrigue against the Supremo Ooverinuent. 

I regret that iicriiaps I did not make tins last word sutllciently clear 
llOti'J H 






I pul fiirwnnl IhitJ oxplanalitui witli the greatest possible deference, but in my 
opinion Ihc Suj>rcinc Ooveminent of tliis country is practically a complete autocracy, 
consistinjc primarily of the SulUui hiiuself, aided by such men as he choosy to favour; 
and this niiloerat ami his Palace coterie retain the sole power of ;;overnin^j, except in 
niattiirs tif more or Ics-^ routine with vvhieh the Suhlinie Porte deals. 

Z<'kki Pasha is one of those persons whom the Sultan trusts for the fjovernment, 
accordin'; to his ideas, of tlu* greater par! of P'aslerii Turkey in Asia. 

As ! have said, ! do not think lliat Zekki Pasha intends to hctniy this trust and 
omhark on schemes of Ids own. i v i > • 

Your I'xi’cllioicy inentituicd. before I left Couslanlinoplc. some rumour.s tlint Zekki 
intended t** up an independent Princedom of Kurdistan, or bad v.-irious schemes of 
M-own on Isund. 

Aft-'r careful impiiric.s, I madi- tlic above reiMirt tliat I did not think him eapahle of 
Mich schemes. 

In any case, it woidd n-’t !)v in hi.s interest to ijuarrel with Ids master, as to;;ether 
they nd^bt possibly have so:m* chance of mnkin^f a •.'ood against Iboir enemy over 
ibe Pus-^inu frontier. 

Once parted, Ibe re nil vould be that Zekki in his isolation would be immediately 
ert;'.!;cd by forces from over tite liorder. 

When in Krzor<»uni ami ^'f'n.stantinople I reatl numerou- •Icspalcbe.s trom Mr. (iravcs 
and Cupfatii h'lliot, and len ftsby aware of tljc disastr.-n.-^ •on*c<;uciiccs of Zokki’s 
illfl'KMiCC. . 

Siill. ! respcetfully submit that 1 tldnl: it nece.s.Miry to look at thi^ .lueslion not only 
fro!" the poitit oV vieWMjf W.Mern civilizjition, but also fr<»:n an Oriental 'laudp dnl, if 
he motive.s .and tnodes of tliought of tins cerUr.nly la'.uar!;: hi.- man art* t.» be proiierly 
determined. 

Zekki Pasbn is nt»l a Phri^tinn ''r a hunmmtarmn, but a Al.thonmiedan »ml an 
‘ )rietita!. 

Vroui tlu former point <•*' view, n't- iiave lieeu in the las* degree ileplorable. 

K'om an Oriental p-dm of virnv, lie lin^ •mly felloweil tr.idition am! the teaching?, of 
liisi-irv. vh'... when .a subjoc» p-muintion bec.ome.s troublesome tlirough underhand revolu- 
lion, or ’ •'•op.i'.*'- rtt> \\eultby in gt>od.s (jr edueutiou .as to be thought a mciiuco to the 
i:;i.en'.' vt d. fanatie.al stagna1i(»n of Mabomtncdanisiu, tlu sinijnest nietbod i"- ♦<> wipe 
n‘.!t the « Ifemlers nilb tb<* sword. 

I’robcblv Zekki Pa^ba .advivd bis ina-.ter in tbi< .sen.se 

Aumin, Zel.ld is no doubt a cajMildo and energetic soldier, and be would be blind 
! ..l! told^ ma<lerV int.Te.>ts an 1 bi-’ own if ! c *lid not e.stimnte :A it.s true ndlitary v.-iliic 
Ibe '•ustained eS'Vlio:i- la.'t summer of !;!“ norther:: m igblmur in laying down a 
-liategical rail-.uiy along the v.elUn.ark'. ■! line of invasion fp-m Tit’.istbnmgb Alexandropol 
‘o K."r^.ll!n- itierea‘'Ing iiinueii-idy her ■.rnbie:; pr.v.erof altu *1. 'be all-iinportam fortress 
mV Kr/.ep)Um. .. i . 

The danger apitenr- to 1dm to lie imminent, and aecor ir.'!^ t.. hi.-, ligijts lie lias lieen 
e-.ideavouring to train uj» a f»»riv of Kurdish e.avalrv to meet tim horde »)f ('ossack'., lie 


knows lie* will liave to eneoimter. 

.\s for *he tinaneial ndn of the country, he probably care.- notldng. ^ lliere arc 
* erlmp.s few dbirkish tJovernora wlto do, or who look much heyoiul the immediate future. 

- rcg.arils the ruin of u thrift^’ and imlustrioas Anneniaii populiitioii, it i.s scarcely 
likely that he carvs anything for this either. 

Tin- subject population, whicli will be on Ids flanks .md rear i:i war time, will 
»«:;Iy be ’lie mure cowed, ami jirobalily have fewer .sinews of revolt. 

! do not think that Zekki Ibisba has any object of Ids own, .:s f’aptain Mlhol suggests, 
in I'reating a feeling of un^e^t in the country by apparently motiveless concentrations of 


troops. 

1 was not in the country at the time, but T tbough.l myself that llie eoncentratioii 
last autumn was directed against l‘ersia. i • i. 

M'ilb sueii a real and imminent danger memaciiig 1dm oii tlie imrtb, it w»mld he 
pnlpiibie folly tor any soldier, even of the mea:u*st capacity, to think of sugoe-ting 
mobiliaatiou merely to stir up tlu* country and engender a foclmg of unrest. 

.Vlthougli no news liml rcachvd Van'by the H>tb .lamiary -d* any intended aggression 
by Uu-isla in the near future, I still beg leave to think that when spring opens and the 
country becomes practicable for military operations, wv may e.xpect a torwurd movement 
on her purl. , . , , . , 

I lirmly believe that Zekki Padin thinks likewise, and is re.ady at the l:rst possible 
moment to mobilize tlie rc*erves, and c*)ncenltutc bis corp-. to meet this tlangcr. 


(!d 

He .sacrifices cvcrytldng towards this end. Ho intrigues against, and, if imssible, 
ovortunis any Governors who do not hold ivith his views on the Kurdish (|ucstioii, and do 
not seem useful instruments for carrying out his military policy. « »,. i> . 

1 regret if Captain Elliot has understood me to say that I thought Zekki 1 asha 
would ever, by hi.s mode of training, make the Handdie cavalry a useful military body. 

I have nmay.s inaintainetl that they will prove to he a perfectly worthless force ; 
and will probably in the next war repent their infamous c.xploits of murder and pillage 
at the siege of Ihiyazid and at other places in the IS77-7S war. I have stateil thus in 
my Military Iteport on Eastern Turkey in Asia,* 1S!)2, and in that also 1 refer to Zekki 
Pasha as being a capable .soldier. . » 

Also ill a military letter which I wrote just before leaving Erzeroum m December 
last. .Mtlmugli ! am m a Consulate some distance from Kurdistan, yet I have had occasion 
to travel through almost .all the Kurdish country, beginning with Suluimaiiia in the 
Uagbdad Vilayet, and going north through Rowanduz Amadia. le/.ire, Van, and Mela.sgird 
to Ala.sbgird on the llussinii frontier. 

I huvu .^peut a fortnight in the tents of tlie Xomad Kurds on the Hartoshi 
Mountains between lozireand iJaslikala, without any zaptioli or cavass, so that they were 
free to tell me their aspiration.', and hope.s. 

I submit, therefore, llml 1 do not speak entirely without experience. 

The ICurds ;us a whole w.nild not follow Zekki, or any other Circaftsiun Psislia. 

The t.'ldefs north of Luke Van, whoso lands arc ea:^ily accc.ssible. no doulit fear him, 

but their actual friendship imiy be doubled. „ 

'fhe Kurd«, as a nation, liatc the 'rurkisb rule, and the only men they would roully 
folloa to the cud are their own Chiefs, cither religious Sbeikb.s or tribal lead* r<, should 
tme of these .irLse strong enough to eombinc the many turbulent clans under one r.trung 

*1 think Cajdaiii Elliot must bo confusing the sedentary Kurds of liie villages with 
the large Xomad, or semi-Xomad, tril*al Kurds, wlien he suggests tliat service in the 
Nizam is the best way of .sulyecliug tlie Kurds to inililary discipline. 

The former cau he hrtaight under ordinary conscription : the 1 itter refuse I" accept 
thus, and the Government diie.*. not enforce it on tliem. 

The cAACwcc of the Ilnmidic Cavalry Sclicme was tlie enrohucut <«f the men oi the 
vatioub tribe." Into some kind oi' military organization, seeing that they would not 
accept tlie ordinary coiuscriptiou, and otherwise would give no service at all. 

It is only in tllstrict.s sucli a.s those north of Lake Van, easily accessible to Govern¬ 
ment, that these regiments have been formctl. • i 

In the sonlli, in the ba.siu of tlie Great Zab Uiver, there are very lew tribes (I think 

only the large MIrau tribe) that have consented to form regiments at all. ^ 

Tlie .\izam of the 0th or Baghdad Army Corp.i arc largely recruited trom Kurds ol 
the \iliages who have lost tlieir tribal organization. They are not thought very reliable 

Kurds, taken as a wlnde, gave the Turks little as.-,istance in the IS77 78 war, 
and I ilo not think they will he any mure willing in the future. 

They would welcome a strong and just (lovernment nccu.stomcd to dealing with 
.Malumimediin raee.t, and 1 am sure, under English oUieer.-* ami n«)n-commissioned otliccr.s, 
the muny good military (|uaUtics whieli they imdoubtcUly posses-i could lie Iwought out, 
and a really useful cavalry corps be rawed. They would at Ica^t he billing so.diers, and 
not unwilling us they now are. ... , • . . i 

I lost no opportunity during my intcrx’iow with Zekki Pasiia ol .iringing home to 
him the evil eifccts of his military policy. , 

Taking the misdeeds »)f Ilassnn Pasha of Patnotz as nii e.xamplc, I explained 
that to pern.it such licence was in every way wrong. ,, . . 

Even from tlie point of view of military discipline alone, it would oe better to hold 
a tighter hand on the Cliiefs if he would not permit tlic ordinary civil law to he applied 

to eiVcct on him. It maybe ‘eclmically imrrect that the 

Soverei'^n has intrusted Ihc Govcrnmonl of the vari»ms provinces to the men against 
svhom Zekki Pasha intrigues, hut are lliese really tru.stc<l by the Sultan, and docs he not 
rather set one of Ids special favourites, Zekki for example, to l;cop a strict ivatcli over 
sucli, and depobc them if necessary ! 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. IL MAUX3ELL. 









«r Cun!' In !h Mnrijii.’^s uf Snti-l'ury,— (Jttrtir'!i:if"rr/. 12.) 

iTi'lelr ioliic 1 1’ Conatiinlintiiih, Mtirrii 12, 

^ Till I'ltf Yali of IJiarhokir, Eiiis I’ai-lia, lias liei'ii "azclksl as Va.i i>l l!u,s.a.i. 
This man win. is said to niiinv tin- iiinteutiim ot tlin Omni Vizinr, was i.-moicii fi'otn 
l^ithakh-m'Mm^iF.t.Udnn.s nf'.In- llritish and Krcnnh j"'; 

rnsiK.nsiM.: fni- tin- p.-ra.-nurnin and nnis-sain-ns at Jiat j. ncn. U”-/*-' ' { 

of a.nan uf and. had diaoviU-r is liknly to h-ad to stminal r la .a tin Itm.m 
Onir, and 1 havf not falln.l lo ,>n.t.-s; s-.i-on^l.v anannst lln- aiipoin.nicnt. 


•Sir P. Curi-h- In ih Muri,u, >~s nf .sVliMui-y.-CKwc-'t'd I-I-) 

CiutKl'tiiliuniilr, Muiili 

■ i“['i A Vi-; tin- Innnnn t.. fornard to your Lord.ship ln;ri.-vvith copv of a ‘ln^l'‘‘“;-' 

1 have .occ-iu-u Iron. Hot .Ma.n-slyV fonsal at Alq-po, inspod.n^- tl.c recetd nutlrc-ak of 
t^plm> fcvfi ninnu;' tin- truups iit Zciliiii. ^ 

’ IMIILII’ C'L'RRlt;. 


Cun.mt JUinihiiin /■» •S** Cnt'nv. 

(Nil. l.i.) i'V/i)«'(rv 25, ISUS, 

’ I HAVE the- hnnonr to inform yoar Esrdlc.ny that typhua lever. ..imiiar in fora, to 
11,al .vhi'd.V.;e.l in the lo.vn of Z.-ito.n. -h.ri..;; the .vi.iter ol 1S05-9G, hae hroken nat 

in llii' Kuiristm ut tlmt place. , . .i. i -nn Uor.tilnr 

A? the time ol’ tl.o uuU.rcak, ^^hicl. was early in 1 aiimxj.n, thorc were lwO( Uc-;uliir 
Iroon' ill the harracks of who... oi.e-half ..ere attacke.l, uinl ICO ea.se« ..ere f.it..l. 

Tlir.-e hiindreil ..ere remove.! lo the hosjata! at .Miira.sh, where they reeo.ered, 
and nljnul tlio saim* minilKT lo All)islan, with similar result. 

Tin- Eiciitcmint-Colonel in eoniniand, a llimhnshi ninl nearly all the olheers tln- 
1.VO hattalions have heen att.n-k, d ms ..cl! as the three ..rn.y doetor. who ..ere se.d lo 


two hattalions have heen ..tt.n-k, d ,Ls ..cl! as the three army doetor. win. ..ere se.d lo 

“""'The epi.^lnic ..as .-ansod, ns ..siml, hy o..-r,-ro,.,li,.^ a.nl .lirt, for ,.llho.,oh the ne.. 
hnrraeks are said lo hold 2...00 ti-oops on an .-nn-roeney, there is not proper p.-rmnnetd 
hou'ini: tW more than Imir Hint huinlicr. ,i.« 

fp to the la-csenl, I hav- not hi-aid that the .lisease has spread to the toiin, ..niih 

it prohahly ..ill .lo. I 

(Sinned) llENKV I). llAltMlA.Vi 


Sir Currir In llic .Vnripn-s. a/ HuUsbui ii.—{Uectkitl Mun li 1 1 .) 

Iv’ llml' ran..(,m/;..o/,l,-, Murcl. S, IS!ls. 

^ the Armenian (iregorian I'atr-im-li Mor. Ormanian enlle.l upon me yesterday and 

Iminled me a lirf-.-is of the replv ^,...1 hy the Ministry ol ,‘,‘v ” 

suhiiiitted to the Imperial Government hythe I’ntri.irehate on the loth (-7tli) Ileeeniher 
last as reported in my ilesiuiteh No. li of the Gtli .lanuiiry. , ^ ,i 

As l.ts Heatitinle point.-,I mil. and a- will he seen from a perusal ..f the papers, the 

so-called favours orante.l hy Imperial Ira,If- to the Arinen.a...s are wholly ..orthh-ss. Ih.-i. 
eseeiition heinf; dependent on eondilinns that do not exist or ...hjei-l to exceptions th.il 

*''^^''”Thi-*'l'nldnreh nihnitted that Ih, ntt.-nipls la- had heen innkino in eoiieert with 

Jtrtin I’aslia to ol.tain some impro.enient of the eomlitiou of Ins people from the 


bcDcvolcnco of the SulUin luul provetl a failure; and that His -Mryesty had in no way 
modified the policy, which he ha« pursued since the mnivacrcs, ol depriving the 
Armenians of the means of regaining some portion of the property ol which 
they liuvc heen plundered. There had been no diminution of the terrible destitution 
which prevailed. , t xu • » 

The Sultnn luul impre.«scd uiK>n him that the AnnciiiauB nm-nt not seek the interven¬ 
tion of any foreign Power hut must look lo him uhine to take such mcn.sures ns he 
considered suitable. Hut mennwhile His Imperial Majesty did nothing tor them, and 
the Patriarch felt that the only hoiKi for the Armenians was in an undewtunding hetween 
England and Russia. From the triple alliance he said nothing was lo he expected, they 
miglil he left altogether out of the (jucstion; hut if England could agree with 
to u partition of influemee under which Russia slmuld assume the Protectorate of hastern 
and Xorthern Asia Minor, while England should protect Cilicia and 1'ranee Syria, the 
Annenian people iniglit he saveil from destruction. . , c t 

I asked the Patriarch whether the Russians hml given him any hope of support. 
He .said that he had recently had an interview with M. Ziuovicw who had Hind that he 
could made no promises at pro.scnt, and that the time Imd not yet come for Rmsmo o 
take anv decision in regard to the Armenian niicslion. 

' I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP ('UUUIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 72. 

Mctiiorwthim. 

^^'"i.a" li-ttri- ullkielle ilu .Mini.sti!rL- ili. In -Iiistitc of lies CuUes. on il.ilc du 
4 (Hi) l.'dvrier, eoiiecriinnl lus mc.sntos iirrfilfcs par li-aile Inipcrial iin fnvciir ilc.s 
Arn.eiiie.is epruuves. ne fail i«us cxplieUeii.ent nicntioii .les pruposilmns pn-s.-ntfes 
oir.eiellemc..l par le Valrii.rcl.at k- V> (27) Ikcen.l.re ilcrmer, m.i.s seuleme.it ile 
(iiieliiiies puiiil.s d.fsi^nfs comnie ftaiil proposf-s aii n.mi ill. 1 alrniri-lnit et sans iniln.a- 
tinn prfeiL- ili- la pieei- ori-inale relative .k eea dinercnts |i,.mtH. l.es .nesiire.s (p.i sunt 
I’ol.jel lie eel Iri.ilf Iniperiii! et ile la commnmcalion olHcielle ilii Miiii.slirc- do In .Instite 

ct des CuUcs sold les snivnntes. i n . *• 

1 On iillirnie iiii’il n’est pii. vriii ipie dans .livcrscs lo.-nlitfn I miput .k-1 exmieinlion 
niilitiiire suit exigf e.,ntrnircmeiit ik ITrndf linpilrial iiiii et. iivnit iijoun.f le payement 
pour nil ilflai de .lenx nns. On i.ron.ol ik- fair.- la rcst.lnt.on .ks son.n.es .ml.kiicnt 
payees, si Ton pent ili.iiner k-s iioins des ind.vidns el l.-s eliillres lies si.mmes per<,-iie.s, 
En atten.lnnl, on ami.mee renvoi .le noiiveaiix orilrcs mix (.oiiverneur-. . 

2. lielntivincnt a In pnldi.-nti.... par Ics joummix .ks Aetes .-.nni.anl ill. I nlrinre lal 
on ordonne .pie ks censeurs en ens .r„l,servntions. en rflfreronl an M.mstere .lo In er.our 
«t ni . 0 .lernkr a des observations, 11 .ievrn i. son tour s’adresser an Pat.-.nrelm, e ,.pris 
f:clnireiss.-mcnl el cxplientiolis Idi.rnies par eelui-ei, .kciiler sil y a lien dnilmtttri 

^‘l’ml^.-cnx'.'uuiit d.i emiwicr imii.l.int Ics derniers evfnen.ents, .... stiitue .pi'ils 
pourronl rclminier i. (.'onstm.linople s'ils y onl .ks maisons V'* ^ 

alfuires, f. condition .|Ue k- Vatri.ir.-I.nt donne line atl.-8lnt.on en lour fayeur, ct .pi .Is s. 

nortfiit "arants .soHdairiks IcH utis des autres. . 

4. Pour rfleelion du Catliolie.xs .lo Sis, on .lit .ju’clle doll ftro n-elfe par 
lions ilircctes enlro Ic .Minislro de la -Tustiee et ,k» Cnltes el k- Palrinrel.e, sur k-s liases 

de Reirles on vigueur el dc i’usuge mdhyuo. , ■ ^ , 

On declare tiue les Mihvcnti'ms ,Ics ^‘gliHOs et des .coles iiicemliee.s ou rump's el 

l„.ur le soulagen.enl des indigenls sonl .-hose ilecidfo .kyil ci. prmcipc. . 

‘ On fait tl,server qne ce» pertes ne ,-„ne.-rn.-,.l pas ex.:lus.veme..t os f .n^.ons m 
,p.o k-s Musulnians, oux miasi, out sul.i ilos .l«..in...«os .Ians lours 

cl 1 . 1.0 cost iimir colli- rnisoii ip.e In ('(.iniiiissinn di- hoemirs a ote piirtuj,LL in ikiix 
sections I’oiir k- iiiomonl la Coniniksion ,loit fairo k-s cn.pn-los noeo.soiiros pour 
.rookorot fyiduor ks portos ol los .lom.nnoe- taut .los ^ nsnln.ans ' 1 -- Ar^^'t.s 
fixer les sommos „foowsnir.-s imur repnrer k-s ,K.rl,-s soil , , 

sulivenirnux 1,coins do., fmuilk- in.lis-enlos .-t ,k-s orplii-liiis. G eat ..pris cell soul, m, nt 
..ue 1.- Trosor de I'Elat ver.sera dans In fnisse .1.-1.. Con.missn.n .lo ik-oonrs I.--- somnu s 
.locc.sK,iros pour e,-s .Ifpenses, En atton.lni.l, !.. ( ommissi.-n .loit continuer sie. 
operations. __ 


[lOOo] 















No. 7:>. 

>>r /^ Currif l>‘ thf ni — (U'Cinrd },furch 14.) 


fNo. iWTu) 
\lv Lord» 
\vlTli 
lorunri: to y 
MiijeMvN {.'< 
I’.Tiriarcij. 


CuiHtuntinoi)i ', Marrii !♦» IVJS. 

rcforomte to my definin’» .vo. l.)7 of '.ijr .‘t'-nl ultimo, I Imvt* tlie lionour to 
our U'nlsliip hiiovvilh of a dottpati’Ii whi'jli 1 iuive received from Her 
tn>ui-(ionunil 'it Heirimu reportirii^ the election of a new (Ireek t'aUiolic 

I imvc, i<c. 

(Signed) IMilLll* ClJUKli:. 


OH IO .5.V in No. 7M. 

' on.vii-Gfncnt! Urui^'mniuUlhy l>> >'}> P. Curro-. 

(No. 12.) 

Sir, ihiroul, Ffhruurt/ 

WITH rolen-iiee to my de.spalcli Xo. U) of llic ‘.)t!i Feliniary, I have the honour to 
report !hnt Hisho)* Ihitro.^ .iureyjiri. of llnnius, wh «‘lect'‘«l Hreel; f’alliolie ratrinreh at 
the eohvoealion of llishops at Sarha on the 2ltb instant. 

'I'lu- rival <‘andidale. Klruhw .leha, of .\l« pjm, Hccietlv supported hy tlie 

^tovernment and the Papal Dele^rale, !*ul n hirg* nmiority of the Hreek f'ltliolic 
' •mimmiity wore in favour of .Inreyiiri. 

The new Patrinreh is aiioiil .77 years of njje, .ui«l a native of Zalde, Monnf ].cd>aQon. 
He is distingui.slicd for ^rcat encr"y and zeal, and lias rendered vahiahle services fo the 
ltr>vh (tiUhollc cause in Syria. 

I hav-'. icc. 

(Signed) II. DUL’MMOND-IIAY. 


<.V /’. Ci/rnV t'i thf Mfirijuess of Suliahufii .—(/'c 


tXo. 13(5.) 

My Lord, ConKlii»tmof)lr, March *.), iSDb. 

I ilAVI’ the honour to transmit to vour lA^rJship herewiili a despatch wliicli I have 
received fnuu Her .Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van, reviewin'^ the career of Shemshi Pasha 
since his appointment as Vnli of Van, ami setting forth the considerations which render 
his dismissal desirahlc. 

Since that despatch was written, MUemshi Pasha has been dismissed, and Tahir Pasha, 
formerly Vnli of Mosul, 1ms been appointed to .succeed him. 

I have. S:c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


luclosuro in Xo, 7 t. 

Cd^j/am EHiot to Sir P. Currie, 

(Xo. 0.) 

Sir, Fan, Frlruary li, ISDS. 

IN reply to a question in your Excellency’s telegram of the 0th Fcbnuxry, I 
telegraphed urging Shemshi Pasha’s immediate dismissal. 

Lest 1 should appear inconsistent in this matter, I heg to lay before your Excellency 
the considerations by which I have all along been guided. 

There is no doubt that Shemshi Pasha’s firm conduct last summer saved the whole 
province from most serious danger owing at timt time to the attempts of Lekki Paslta 
to gel him dismissed and disgraced, he found himself ohligcil to rely on the Consuls for 
support. .Mthough Lekki Pasha was inmhle to procure his dismis.sal he deprived him of 
his military command, and, hy his intrigues with the Kurds, perpetually thwarted and 
harassed him. 


It seemed to occur to Shemshi Pasha after a while tliat the Consuls could do no 
more for him, and that by allowing himself to appear to he guided by them, he displayed 
a NY.aiit of dignity and patriotism. 

Reing a man of an ob.stinatc and cliildish disposition, and not particularly e-xjicricnced 
or intelligent, it was necessary for him to full under the influence of .some one. As is 
natural with such characters, the persoii.s wlio obtained this influence over him wore 
thost; who were ready to flatter him and appear to approve of whatever lie did, while in 
reality they were making him their tool. Those who ventured to onposc or reinoiistrr.te 
with iiim fomni him more and more dililcutt to deal with, and latterly have been obliged 
to 4and aside altogether. 

The evil clVccts of this were more particularly to ho remarked In his dealings with 
tlie Aniicnian people, after all real danger from the revolutionists had passed .away. In 
fact, it is his conduct in this respect that has hronglit matlors to a crisis. 

In my de.spatch Xo. I') of l.St)7 I had the honour to report to your Excellency a 
series of arrests carried out with great brutality at the instance of the police. It was at 
this time that the Alai Rev, h:z.al, and the then :ird Ccmmisiyiry of Police, Ilu.sin, whose 
dismissal 1 have bogged your I'lxcelloney to insist on, (ir.st came to my notice in their 
true clmraeters. 

Some few revolutionists still renmined in liiding in the gardens, and their presence 
aflorded the p«>lice an execllont means of raising money and of gratifying personal 
enmity. 

A charge of :uy>isting the.>%e men l.vought by the police sufliccil to insure (he com- 
mitlal to piisoii of any Armenian who wjus not disposed to p.ay for Ins liberty. 

Prom time to time arrests were nia<lc, and though in some instances the lenicseiUu- 
tions of my French colleague and myself were successful in procuring the lilieriy of some 
.if tile unforluiiateH, the hulk of the accused remained, and, in spile of all promises mado 
U) us, they were not brought to trial. 

I have reported to ytiur Excellency in my ilcspatcli Xo. 2 ol ISOS the circumstuncca 
ailemling the ileatli of Dikran Hiroyan and hi.s two companions, and the infamous part 
played therein by the Alai Rcy and 2iid Commis-sairc. 

'riie men killed were prominent revolutionists, and it was liopod after this that as 
there was no further excuse to continue lmrns.«;ing the people that belter times might he 
expected. 

lids was, however, far from being the case. The brutal treatment of Dikran 
Diroyan’s si.stcr, the girl Larooin (mentioned in my despatcli Xo. 2), convinced mo that 
Shemshi Pasha wa.H loo far gone under the influence of Ills bad advisers for any further 
good to be expected of him. 

The police continued charging various Armenians with having assisted or harboured 
the dead men or their associates. 

About thirty summonses were recently issued, and, among other prominent members 
of the Armenian community to whom they have been served, is the Muraklms ofVan,^ 
Stepan \^u tahed. He had annoyed the police by reporting them for extorting money 
from pool villagers who had come into tlie city to heg. An Anneninn police constable 
hud the insolence to tlircnteii him openly with wlml lie might expect for his bchnnour in 
the matter. 

The trial of thirty-three Armenians on charges of belonging to revolutionary 
Societies concluded on the 9th, but the Court luive not yet decided ns to their 
finding. 

My French and Russian colleagues and I determined to watch the proceeding.^, the 
more so as an attempt was made to hurry them to a conclusion before we were aware 
that the trial had commenced. 

I will not here touch upon the conduct of llamdi Rey, the Public Prosecutor, or of 
the trial itself. 

Shemshi Pasha, however, when be heard what the Consuls were doing, sent for the 
President and members of the Court; ordered them to inflict a severe punishment on all 
the prisoners, and threatened them with various penalties if they refused. 

I look means to assure the members of llic Court that they bad notliing to fear if 
they did their duty. 

'I’hc more respectable oinciuls now hold themselves as much as possible aloof from 
liie Acting Governor-General, wliosc conduct on finding himself thwarted daily more 
resembles that of a mad man. 

There are too many element.^ of trouble and danger here for such n state of atlair^ 
to he safe. 

Shemshi Pasha, when in bis right mind, is honest and kind hearted. His disgrace 












Sill be a liUiai;,!. l'..i' Hk Musbir, Lekki i'a.siw, ahoac evil ii/.ealioaa be cumascau.l> 
fruKtrated, niul whose jircsitigc suflcrcil coiisi(kTal)ly ns lonii ««• h*hctns!ii i n^un ceiuaincU 
in Van, in apite of his ofiorl> to have him removed. 

It is with rctjret ami reluctance, therefore, rememhoung a> I do tae goud .-ci iccs 
rendered !>y Sliemshi Pnslia at a critical time, tliat I linve asked voiir lACclleiicy to ur^^c 
his immediate «Usiius<!d. 

! have, ice. 

(Si”nc<l) Ci. .S. LLl.lUl. 


iJfr Ciirni fo lh( .Vaiyu'-c*.'* .Sa/i.-tiirv.—(hVen’m/ Mfircli Id.) 


Coa.vbinb'i.o;ib', ih-nh ISUS. 

■ ix I’liT rfebpulch No. 770 of the 24lb November, 1.S97, I reiiorlcil tbo departure ol 
»r. Ilepvvortb, a correspondent of the “ Xe«- York Herald," on a mission of ini|uiry into 
the causes iind elTects of Hie recent iiiiissacres in Asia Minor. , i • i i 


Dr. Hepnorlb returned some time since from bis tour, in tlic course of wliicii lie 
visitei! Trebizonil, Erzeroum, llitlis, Van, and otiicr centres of disturbance. , 

I liave not hitlicrto troubled your l.ordslnii witli his letters to the press, wbicli, tbougli 
written witli eonsiderible imnai-tiality and fairness, liavc mil added very materially to our 
knuwledL-e. Tlie inclosed eutting from tlie Palis edition of tile ‘ New 'i ork Ilerald, 
liowever, mav lie wortli perusal, as sliowing tlie general result of liis investigations. 
Writing froni llitlis Dr. Ilepwiirtli places on reconl ins bobef tliat, tbongli lanatieisiu 
undoulitcdly laiimd tin- liumi, tlie true origin of Hie eonllict must lie siiugbl iii Hie 
iinturai mid inveterate iiiitagonisin between Kurds and Armeiiian.s, who are dislrnguisLcd 
from eacli uHicr not so inncli bv leiigioiis diffcrcnecs as by irrcconcdiilile lialiiU of daily 
life, Hu roving Kindisli “roliber baron " regarding the .sedentary tniding .Armenian ns ins 
natural prev. I'or centuries a kind of mmlii.s vimi./. laid been establislied between Hieni 
bv iiiemis of blaekiniiil; Imt wlien Hie TuilHsli lax-gatlierer .ippeared upon the scene and 
amiropiiated tlie piirlion till tlicn .set aside to purcliase protectiiiii from Hie Kurd the 
Armenian villager was lelt dcfeneoless, and, on tlie first sign ol revolt, erosliei! wiHioul 


llepwurtli aeouits Hie Pnltiii. of liaviiig directly ordered the massacres, imt lie 
accuses liiiii of eulpaiile ignorance of wlial passes iu tlie provinces of ins biiipii e, and 
tliinkj* !lmt he vicldcd to a monu>nlnry jjanic, aiul gave orders for the repreissio!! of an 
imaginary robeilioii, of winch the Knrdish ifopukation availed theniHoIvcs to reduce their 
neighbours to absolute subjection. ..it .1 

Dr llcpworthV view that invctcnitc aulagonisin bus always existed between tJic 
Kurds und Armenians i> entirely eoiiliary to lhal held by ibc present Armenian Palriareii, 
who observed to me a few dava ago that there was no natural hostility between the two 
niee> wliieli were much intermixed in ldood,and had liveil sule*hy»side for many centuries. 
Tl.e ^eal diUbreiUi was helween the men of the hills anil the men of the plains irrespee 
live of iiatioiiulilv, and tlie enmity wisieh had grown up between them diiniig the Iasi tew 
years was liie work of tlie Turkish authorities. 

I have, ivc. 

(Signed) I'lIIUP CURUIt. 


Iiielosurt; in Xo. 7.**. 

fium lltr Part/' Edition of tin' " Aeu' \ork lltrtild. 

NOW I do not believe tliat the Snltun knows, very much about tlifse nm,v.aeres, or 
about the condition of llik Kurd country, i have gooil reigns for making the a^ertion. 
lie liven u life of perfect scelus-ion, never visits liis provinces, never goes further lliun 
his own garden, and every atom of news is filtered through a palace clique, who have 
various per.sotml interc-sN i.t slake. lit cannot help believing what he hears, or what 
rxrtain jK'ople choose to tell him, ami it is impossihle for him to verify any statement 
^nde, for officittl documciit- arc lery f;equentl\ full of tables. 


fiii 

Let mo illustrato. Sekki Paahii believed, or is alleged to have believed, tliul the* 
Sossouu district was fail of Revolutionists, thousands of them. The Turk is poc'diar in 
that lie Iicconics panic-stricken at tlie sligbtosL cause, or ivitliout any cause. Plus is a 
notorious fact Under sucli circumstances, when Hie news came to the Sultan s unr. he 
would naturally tclegrupli an order to put tlie rebellion down, being ignorant that tbort 
was no rebellion to be®put down. The troops arrived and began , ”°Ynt "'b^ 

looted niid such erinics were conmiittcd Hint women threw themsehes ">H' 
rtver rather than submit to dishoniiur. When Ibc panic was "vcr. it ys discmercd that 
there wore in reality only two RevoluHonisIs in the place, ami that all (he mischief wu.-- 
?one b. e„™scquenee of some one’s wild imaginings. That is a page of true history, 
nnd it coiitaiiiB a kcv to the situation. . . ,• 

When 1 was at a certain village some nights ago. Hie Armemaii Lpiscopos ol 
Bnenzid paid me a vi.sil. He lind ridden on liorsebiick four days m order to meet me. 
The Gmemor of the Baynzid district is Colonel Djebar Bey Bayazul was saved from 

serious disaster by the eniciciiey of this Colonel. \\ bat did >>“ J '“.Tl si', L 

was coino on he' got on Hie track of the llevolutiomsts, eniiglit tbciii and sent them to 
ir“Ln where they are to this day. But for tliat act, there would have been a masaiiere 
in Bavnzid perhaps ciiual to Hie Sn.ssoiiii ealiimity In that one ease, at leiuit. Hie nglil 
leps^le laken.'^aaiilcly, the guilty were pu.iislied and tlie uuioeoM ^ 

could not that have been done in every other por inn iit Anatolia. AUiy eii„ulpli in 
1 mil, n vvlulh. iicuiilo as bas been ilonc, because u few sooun(lrcl> came over 
ftribriluX. oMlf iCian^^^d^bllnifite tile community to revolt V That is the 

'""'u’nlMrtbcse Kurds ate restrained, and made amenable fJ'J-''I".'*' 

tliere is still further trouble iu .store. V'ourteeii destroyed village.s wore re-established by 
e ' tinriif 1,11,1 ilif Vriiieiii'ins tliCR- Hcl uii tUoir feet again. Cuttle wore given to 
tbml^m.dtheyim.lac.mipi^^^ bright prospect. Hut on tbe l.«th 
swooned itmvii and drove olf nearly all iheit live stock, and left them as biullj oifas ever. 
AVbit hope is tbure for a people who are subject to such outrage's? Ami '1 t'>v 
are bein'' protected from the coiiseiiucnces of tbcir ermies, wliat is to become ot the 
country, foi Hiougli lb. Kurd prefers to steal from an Armenian, be lias no compuiictum 

against sUnliug Irom n Urk . ,,;|,^rciil, and imicb worse siiutli of the mountains. 


No. 70. 

Sir CurriV (o t/ic .'faryutw., of .SaiiWniry.-(/'■'•ccirci/ March 11.) 

' 1 Coiisliinliriojilc, March 1), 18t)S. 

HER Majesty’s Consul at Jeddah reports, by telegraph the release of tbirty-seveu 
Hart, ..rlsiiTiors aoil tlic arrival of 2.000 troops at that place Irom Constantinople. 

.Mr. Dovey also states tliat a rumour is eurreut, Hiuugb bitberto uucoiifirmod, Hint 
the Emir of the Ncjd has been uawsainated. 

(Signed)"'™’ PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 77. 

Sir P. Carrie to the Man/ursr of Saliabur^. —(A’ectiicd March 14.) 

Coarfaatiaofitc, March 9, IS98. 

‘ ^ I h’aVE the himour to forward to your Lordship lierewitb copy of a despatch 
which I have rcieived from Her Majesty’s Viee-Cousiii at Van, respecting the breats 
utd by Sliumsbi Pasha against the Armenians to mduec them to gm- uptliemau Dikran 
Diroyan, and the subsequent intervention of Hie Russiuii A 

(Signed)' ’’’' PIIIUP CURRIE. 


LlOdfi] 


T 
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Inclosur*' in No. 77. 

Coptoin Elliot to Sir P. Currir. 

(No. 8.) 

Sir, FrUnumj 1^, 1808. 

I IIAVIO lh(* !iom)ur to return liorewitti tlie inriosurc to your (Ic.spatcl) of the 
20tii .(nnuitry. from tlic Armenian Patriarch. 

( have already reported to your I'xccllency in my ilesnateijes No.'i. 2, S, and r» i>f 
189H, ami tcdesirnmR dnrin;iC .ianuary atnl Kchruary the tnn( seemed Jiotewortliy. 

Ah re^anls Sheiaslii Paslia’.H thrruils to (lie Armoiirin people of eou.SLM|uenees tlr.it 
‘Vuiihl eiiKue if Dikrnn Diroyan wore not delivered up. I rc;;arde«l the.se a.H liluster (hat 
lie would not dure to put into oxeculion. It did not, therefore, appear iioccsaary to 
froulde your ICxcLdlenry witli a relation of these and *»tluT matteis tliat did not appear 
to be o!‘ general importance. 

'I’hc Kussinn Viec-Constd, wlin U merely actin'; liere ami new to the plac<‘, iippimred 
to coiuiider that these threats demanded his intervention. 

A eerlrtin amount of frielion ensued from Ids representations. 

I have, icc. 

(Siened) O. S. Kl.lJOT. 


No. 7S. 

Sir P. (Jurrir to t/o* oj SoH.'tliurif.—(Ilm irut March 1-1.) 


(No. M2.) 

My l.x»r<l, ('«ouihti>tiuofile, March t), 

1 IlAVK the honour to forward t(»your Lordship heivwilh .opy of a do.Hpateli which 
i have received from Her .Maji*4y^. Viee-C'oi.-.ul at Van, r .ipietin^U the llussian Viee- 
(’on.sul (In re, now r.hscnt on lenvv;, and his aihstitute. 

1 have, &c. 

(Sicnod) 1‘llU IP CHXUIK. 


Inelosun* in No. 7'^. 

Cfiptam Elliot tn Sir /^ f 'urro. 

(No. 9. Contidential.) 

(*ca, Frlirunrif 18, 1''98. 

MIAVIC tlio honour to siilmdl the followin;; for y*'ur Kxeclleney’s consideration. 

'l'h(! IliisHian Viee-t’onsul, .\l. .lliuouski, Is uwav in 'ritli on siek leuvi*, and his place 
is occupied temiMtnirily hy M. llippids, Vice-Chinsuf at Kiza, near 'IVehizond. 

.\!, Miiiotiski, though personally most amiahle, uus, from the iioinl of view of 
husiness, very imde.sirahle. Me hud a (errihle fear «d’ respon.^i!»ilily, and In', word was 
not !(► he relied on. 

He seemoil to he (rented hy hi*, lanhassy with-eant eimsiileration. He used to 
I>r<'leml tluil he was a civilian, hut (he impre.ssion U vi-ry stiong (hut he is a soldier. 

Hr. Ilijtptiis appears the very contrary of his colleuuue. 

Ho was in (ho flimrd .Vrtlllery, hut left the army .-ome eleu i, ye.nrs ago and (<iok to 
tlie r .nsulnr career. He appears to he a man of uhilily and decision. Me speaks 
Turkish well, and has iiad some oxtatrience of the country. 

His first act was to dHml.ss the tniiitary guard in the Ihi'isiuti Vice-thuisuhile, with 
the remark lluil it a (Niuaiil reipiircd such protection, what uuh tlic Inok'OUt for the 
people. 

M. Ilijipnih’ rctuson for intervention in Armenian ullairs is, m* he .states, hrietly 

this 

“ TlicC’uurasUH Is full of refugee .Vrmeniuus, ino-sl of them dc.stltnte and a burden oii 
the eountry. The (foveriimeiii desires to gel them hack to liieir liome.s in Turkey, and 
the (•ovornor-CIeuoral ot tlie Caucasus pro|H><tC.s .spending money colloeted for .Armenian 
relief in eimhliiig refugees to relurn to their iiomcs. If piT'^eeiition of .Armenians 
contmites in 'I'urkcy, instead of lieiiig able to get rid of lint siirpln.s .Arnnmians a fresh 
nflux may certainly be expected.” 
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I cannot help thinking, however, that the chief reason for getting rid of Armenians 

_who are most thrifty and industrious, and would probably make excellent colonists-— 

is that most of them hold imlilicnl opinions, and have a desire for liberty that is not in 
accordance with llussiaii ideas on such subjects. 'I'herc is no doubt, also, that they arc 
a somewhat troul)lesomc people to govern. »«• 

The following opinions held l)y M. llippnia, and also, I believe, hy al. Miaoiiski, 
may he of intcrc.st 

“Tlie Into ma.S 4 >acrcs of Armenians wos a ma.sterly stroke of policy on the part of 
till' Killian’s (Jovcniniciit, bciraiiso, inviii;; ti) llicir iirotcnsionH mill tlic rcnilinoss of 
forci^'ii .VmltiLisailors lo cnpoiiMC tliuir cause, they were liccomiii;; a serious menace to 
liic safety of the State. They are now, however, comiilctely criislieil, ami will he miiihlc 
for many years to lift tiieir heads again.” 

■■ Should armed hands of Arniunians again kill Turks, no om* ran blame the hitter if 
thev retaliate hy wholesale mas-Hacres of Armcniaus. 'Phe I'mhas.sie.s will he unable to 
interfere. 

“It cannot he expected that those who linve once embraced Islam slioiild he 
allowed to relurn to Christianity, hecuiLse even in Uussia those wim have once 
arcepted the Orthodox faitli are not allowed to abandon it.” 

‘ i luive, icc. 

(Signtsl) G. wS. ELLIOT. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salishuri/. — {liir>icvd March M.) 

Nh^Lord,^ Coiintauiinnplpj March II, 

I HAVE the iioiiour to j'orward to your Loidship liercwith copy ol a ilesiiatch 
which t have received from Her Majesty’s Viee-Cfiusul at Van re.specfing Hie reported 
rcas.sombly of Armenian Uevohi(iani>ls at Scliiuw. ^ ^ 

(Signed) ' ' ' PllILIl* CURIUE. 


Van, Fphruary 18, lSt)S. 

* received in your Excellency’s 


Inclosure in No. 79. 

Caplaiu Elliot to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 10.) 

Sir, 

1 HAVE tlic honour to return herewith the mclo.si 
di'SiMitch of the 2nd February.* 

There are rumours here, as I liuvc ulroady notihcd your Lxcelleucy, that tlie 
Armenian lh.*volutioni.st.s arc again assembling in Selmas. *1 lie I urkish Consul at Klioi 
vcporteil that they were led by .in English otlicer. .... 

All Armenian letter, that does not ap|»ear very accurate iu^ detall.^, ^tatcs that an 
Englislmian with u name that is pronounced here like “rds-sin” is among them at 
Selmus. , 

Whether true or not, thi.s report a'^ lo tlic presence ot an hnglishnuiti ha.s an umorluualc 
c^cci, the more so a.s the Uiis>itin subject Lammas Varamasian, a Hunlcliukist leader, 
staled here in (’ourt that the orders to undertake tlie enterprise of last August camo 
fnnii the Huutchakist Committee in London. 

1 have, t&c. 

(Signed) G. S. ELLIOT. 


Mr C. llardiUBa't licifstrh r* .‘\ri 


‘ 1 , {’r) No. 179 I)«‘<vfulK'r 31, 1S97. 



















Sir P. Cttrnt to thf ManiUfiss of Snlinhury.—{Rtccivtd yfarch 1*1.) 


(No. 141.) 

My Lord, Co«.'7u«/mo;./c, ^farch \}, l^Jb. 

i HAVK the honour to forward lo your Loidsliip licrcwitli copy of u dcbpatch 
which I Imvc received from Her Majesty’K Vice-Consul nl llillis respecting the formation 
of new nahi6i for administrative purposes in the Mush Plain, and the appointment of 
Kurds in tlie place of Christimis as Mudirs. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) I’HILl!’ CURUIK. 


(No. I.) 
Sir, 


Inclosure in No. SO. 

Actttnj Consul Crou' to Stir P. Currie. 


/Ji/hV, February 14, ISOb. 

. H.4VK the hououi to inform your Excellency that, according to a .'scheme 
oluhoratcd by the late Mufti and ll>e ex-Nlutessnrif of :\Iush. all Christian Mudirs in the 
nnhit> «»f the Mush Plain liave been relieved of their functions. 

New nahies lm\e been formed for adiiunistrative pur]K)se.s, and all the larger 
Ohristinn villages, including Hassheni, JlorgCNank, Ilavadorik, Moguiik, Chiri"h, Ptwkhum, 
Nursheii, Arinivank, Arendj, Alizolum, Tertagh. Aragb, and others, situated near Mush 
and witliin a radius of three liour> distance, have been amalgamated v.ith Mush, and 
have iiosv no se^mrute Mudirs 

Tilt' smaller Chri.-ilian villages scaUcred in the plain have l»ccn united to the 
Kurdish villages ncare.st lo llieni in the mountains on the north nud south of the plain, 
lly this jiieans the Kurdl^h impulution is made lo prcimndorate in each nuhic, und 
Kurdish Mudi 1 ^ have been app<»inted accordingly. 'Phey arc already engaged in the 
exercise of tlieir duties. 

The Christian members of the .'Vdministrative Council of Mush have also been 
changed, and two Armenian representatives of the lowest class and loiist tnllucnce chosen 
to replace them. 

It would thus appear that the authorities are taking advantage of the provisions of 
the Hefonn Scheme relating to the formation of new nahies, to conclude arrangements 
which cannot be otlicrwise than detrimental to the interests of the Christian popula¬ 
tion. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) FKANCIS KDWAIU) CKONV. 


No. 81. 

iJir P. Currie lo the MarifUtss of SuUsbury.—{Received March 14.) 


\i>o. lai.; 

My Lord, Constantinople, March 10, 18‘J^. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship liercwitn copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Mr. Oraves, Her Majesty’s Consul at Erzeroum, relating to 
the Biuraui festivals. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURKIE. 
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Inclosure in No. 81. 

Con«u/ Graves in Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 4.) Erzeroum, Feltruanj 21, 189b. 

tcloirnpli to-day. j j,,,™ 

(Signed) R. W. GIIAVES. 


No. 8*2. 

Sir P. Currie lo the Marquess of Satkburi/.—Uteceheil Murcli 21.) 


(No. 154.) Constanlinoplr, March 12.189S. 

iind Iwuislimont of the llutti of Gnza. ^ ^ 

(Signed) ’ PUII.U’ CURIUE. 


IneloRim^ 1 in No. 82. 

Consul Dicitson to Sir P. CurnV. 

(No. Hk) JeTUSttleMy March 1,1898. 

1 ilAVK.Uoh»uouet« ™t.. yo..E-no^ 

ElTondi. his In-otln-r Al.dol lorn, taken t., .Inlta. nud shipped on 

arrested hy msh'is Irom wl.ieh sniled from tlml port on the 

mUllno ,H,si.iv,4y known, hnt they are snpposed U. he 

exiled to Hh‘>dos, .Vugoru,‘ir Konieh. »iu* Ttii-kish authorities is *>tatu<l to have 

Thenmtiv.-torthh stopon he port Ui e 

l><K;n inislrnst of tlie pimiT und ,,nhV .snrruiinding cllstrict^ 

.ncq.mvd in Gozta, hut .non; f w.ns .etated to one of the 

ae,'besidest,ein, 5 n very stv.et •!>“'f" ^ :/X. wealthy nuri own a eon- 

oldest families in .lernsutom. tin H'>» intri'-nes eiu-ried on at Constantinople 

sidemlile amount of Innded 1 i,,”,] i,,.come jealous of tlie mlUicnec 

l,y some of tlie 1 yn! ,meh towards his downfall, hut ti.e 

of tlie Hatti of 1^1 «;'‘aml hanished frt.m the eoentry has 

summiu-y mamiei m nhlch < ■«' . tlie native iraliominwian 

prodiieed an uiir!ivmir,ahle impression on n i.ir,i 

popiilnlioii in .IcriiNilciu. cm.v of ii desiiateh from Mr. Consular 

.. 

giving some further details «itn n itri ^ ^ ^ 

(Signed) lOUX DICKSON. 


LlOtihj 


V 
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inclosurc 2 in No. 82. 

Mr. Amznlak to Consul Dickson. 

(No. {).) 

1^1, lo Consul, 23 F^crter., 1898. 

•VAI I’honneur »U' jiorlcr ^ votrc connaissanco quo Vendmli dornicr, 18 courant, 
lo MiifJi (Ic (5uz.a. son friNrc Abdel Tlay, ct Ic iWs dvi Mufti, Abmcd Arcf, famille 
olii'arebi(|un 5 flaza, sent arrives ioi c.scorl<58 imr lo Bimbaclu do la {,^^ndarnlo^ic ot 
plusieuis ^endannes; ils fureiit transportos a bord du l>nt«ui dcs Messagories, qui so 
tnmvait co moine jour-la dans notre port; pour 6trc envoytrs j\ lour place d’oxil, (lui est, 
je crois, Angora on Konioh. 

Vcuillez &c. 

(Signd) n. AMZALAK. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 82. 

Letirr addrrsyrd to ^fr, Consul Dickson, dntfil, C. M. S., Gnzti, Fehniary 2(1, 1898. 
(Kxtraet.) 

TIIK ^lufti, Abdul llai, Ins brother, and tbo sou of the former, were arresUal 
one night duri»ig Uamadnn. 'I'liere bad been quarrels between them and the 
Katmnham's iwrty, hitU'r, and lon^ contested, and each i>ai(y was bringing charges 
against the other to those in authority. 

.V reason that has been giv4?n to me tirivatoly is that the Khedive hopes to como 
lo El Arish on tlie 15th f>f Shawal, and for fear of intrigue they were semt out of the 
way, as the Mufti has inllueiuu' over a large section of Iho Arabs. 

'riiey wen.‘ also) thwarting the Kaunakam and those in authority in every possible 
way, aial oppix^ssing (he )HJor. 

The son <d the Mufti, Ahmed Arif, was the head of the thieves. 

'riiough they were never friendly lo us, of Into .Vhdul llai has talked much in 
favour <»f the Knglish ; lln-refore, the night they were arrirsted a guard of soldiers was 
set at both gates of tin* eomjiound lest they took shelter hcix*. 


No, 83. 

Sir P. Currie the Murtiucss of Sitlisliury.—{RrceirctI March 21.) 

(No. 159.) 

Mv Lortl, ConstantinopICf March 11, 1898. 

IN my desimteli No. 93, Conlldontinl of the lltli ultimo, I had the honour to 
report to your Loiilship the reprcsoulations made by mo at tlio Sublime Porto with 
regard to the allegcil muwlor of thr(s> Armenian rev<diitionists at Van and the exile to 
Tripoli in Harlwry of the sister of one of them, together with tlie account given of the 
matter hy tiie .Minister of the Interior, which account was also jannmimicated to Her 
Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van, ft>r his information. 

I have now the honour to transmit to your I/>r4lship ropy of a hdter which I 
have received from the Arnuuuaa llevolulionary PiMlemtion known aa the 
“ Daslmaktsutiun ” soliciting tlie intervention of Her Majesty’s Embassy on helialf of 
tlie woman in question. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PillLU* CUUUIE. 


Inclosurc in No. S3. 

.InnriiMin Revolutionary Federation to Sir P. CforiV. 

Excellence, Comite Central de Coustnntinopht le S Mars, 189S. 

VOUS etes dejh au courant cles dernierH dvenements ileixmles a Van. 

On espeniit s'l tort luie les repiVrsailles prendraient lin apn\i la mort de notro 
rt'grelle Tigmn Demyan, dontla pix^nee dans la villc avail fourni au (iouvernemont 
le piiHexle a do nouvclles persecutions oontro les Ariudnions. 


75 


ilavnmago. Koiis cn amiclons vo; ' ,,ouv wuver IMiomti'iir rt’uno ji'imo 

innocent mix liorrenrs d nno detention M ' ’ I ; „,;j„ sicunlce ii vidro Kxeel- 

fillc lies prides do sesjuslieiorsfm-onel.es. dont .1 c.t inutile it.. 5.,n.ii 

leiice les instincts sauvages. 


No. 81 . 

.Sir P. Currie lo the .tferiyiieiw of Huli»hur<j.—[Kecei<!eil March il.) 


(No. tnr.. Conddential.) Conrlant!uo,,lc. March 10. 1898. 

sitnntion in tlie V iliijet of Koiiiili. ^ liave. &c. 

(Signed) I'lllMP CrUlUK. 


Inelosiire in No. "t. 


Vire.Coneal Hhiplcy lo Sir P. Cu> rie. 


(No. '. Coiilidentinl.) Jngora, March 10. 18i)S. 

Sir, 1*11 ..iv,..! rrom time to time dnrimj lust your 

IN view of tlioiesiiiiteliesivlncl. ine to vein- Kxeelle.iey. 

i virloSirie'lo^^ho i. u.or of indirmiiid your ICxeelieney i.oiv 

far sm-1- feelim,' nm,dit still 1 m; smd I" '•'""‘"‘I";; ,„.j.somil .ilisorv.itiim. lod me to 

The result ot my imi.m-ies us ivcll "" ' .'“l, 1s fairly saisf.ielory, and 

conclude that Ihe eidimhlv m-diaeiit in their duty there 

that iiiile.ss the aiitliorilms ot tliat tmiii ( .i?.. ■chriatiain on the liail ot 

wimld seem to he little fear ol any ““‘j"’"!' j f , -d out to me dnrimj my siny 
tlieir .Mitssulmmi 'i?''’"*V*';^ , \1?-tl..-ouj!h which the eoiintry 

in tlie town m qiieslicm, tliat alt ‘’""''o , , ^ „.l„de.lieen reinarkaidy iiiiiet: 

lias rcceally lieei. passind. the state "f‘''"'S;‘ el;;." in Novenil.er 18tir>, 

on one occasion imly, vi/.., .shortly j Even tliis, I was told, was tlie 

could a dislnrlmnee liavc licon said to '>_'»" • ' ^ niassaere lor reasons of 

work of one or two persons only, who, ' >’1 while at .Mosquo the 

tlioir own, liad delilieralcly circiilateil ' 8 •- '.i pltter were being miinlercil li.v 

monstrous leport tliat the wives mid <^''>'1'^ ‘ ^ ‘ .‘“'qja vvitl. pmmptilnde 

tlie Christians. The authorities, however, appa-ir to imli. acleu ». i i 

cnci-Ky. and tlie danger town sucl. as Konieh, wliero tl.o 

Itis, ot eoiirse, imjiossihlo .o r,,000 Cliristiaiis only, a 

.Mussulnians iiiiinbor us they do some -^.Od ■ • d- ,,revail among the lattor. 

teelinsot inieasiness amr.n»eci.r.ly should not at vo rofermd to; and 

espeoially diiriiiR periods of greail j n.rems.^r ot individual assaults l>y 

tli'.s teclfng no doubt is m.gmon eil ... ease of Keun. ami 

lliissiUmans. snob as those whiel. wore hmught o vL pranJ 51) of the 27tl. 
reported l.v mo to your Exeelleney in my despatol.es Nos. 
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Aiiril and IStli Mnv of last year respectively. Nevertheless, without msliing to 
miiiiiiiize these oeeiirrcnecs, the gravity of which depends "really upon the attitude 
assumed towards them l)v the local authorities, I am inclined to think, after personal 
observations of the demeanour of the Konieh llussulmans towards their fellow-towns¬ 
men the Christians, that thev are rather isolated instonces of individual d'-wnl thmi 
of manifestations on the imrt of the Jliissulniatis as a body. It is only right to add 
that tlie eomparative tramiuillity which, as I had the honour to point out almve, llM 
been enioved hv the Konieh Christians, has heoii largely due to the late Vali zUi 
Keitial I’aslia, aiiil to Aziz 'J'ehelehi, the Grand Master of the Dervishes in that town, 
both liheml-minded men who, I was told, uniformly exerted their inihienee throughout 
the troubles to restrain the more fanatical of their eo-religioiiists, and to calm the 
fears of the Christians. 

In another respect, moreover, I am able to report to your Execlleney a sligtit 
iiiipnivement in the situation, in this ease more particularly affecting the iVrmcnian 
part of the i>opulatiop. 'Dio vexatious vestrietioiis which, after the hoiuh-tiirouing 
ineident at Couslnntiiioplc in August of Inst year, wen* imposed lyMm the movementa 
of t\ie hitter from one part of the vilayet to anotlier, have, I was uitonned by 
Mr. Kcun, been gn*atlv ivlaxed. T was, however, unable to ascertain whether this 
was in consequence of ordt‘rs from the Cciitml Government, or was due to the 
discretion exercised bv the local authorities themselves. 

I liave, &c. 

(Signed) II. S. SHIPLEY. 


No. > 56 . 

P. Currie to the Mitrijitc^s of Se/w^ury.—-(/tecfiVed Afarch 21.) 

^Iv Linl^ Constantinople, March 10, 1S98. 

I 11A\‘K the Iioiuun* to ivpori liie appoinlments of Tahir Pasha as Vali of 
I'crid iley ns Vali of Koiiinlt, Kiiis Pasha as Vali of Basnih, and IJaliri Pasha as \au 
of Adana. . „ . ... 

'file fir.sl is a civilian of Albanian origin, of about 50 yeai*s of .ige. lie began liis 
puhlie career as “ Mektiihji ” ul Saloiiiea, after which he lieeamo Vali of Mosul, lie 
seem** to have done well in that capacity, and llie PiiMU-li 15!uha>sy speak highly 
eapahilities. It Is unlikely, liowever, that he will succeed at \ an, which is one of the 
most diflleiill vilayeis lu adiuinisler iu the Emjure, since he is not a man of much 

loree of eiiameti-r <n’initiative. „ . „ .i-t. 1 

IVrid P.(‘V is also an APiaui-iu, coiimetetl with the family of the famous All P.aslia 
. f .h'luiua, un-l ivgardcd at Ihi-* ijnhas-y as a well-meaning and eoiiscienlious 
..Ulcial, «.r wane fuveeufeliai-aeli-i. luit of liltleadministraltve experience, lie has been 
a meiuiier'.r the rmmeil of .‘^tate. , 

!Co;ii:di K maeli >ouglit aPeras an appoiiilinent, as it is one (*r the most tmiquil 
vilayets i-.i I lu* Kiupire. ' , . 1 • 4 * r 

The other appoi.ivuie.i'.* vull lot iiioie eomuiciil. Luis I'.usha js a natne of 
.<aloi.iea, and alte* !u*!ug 'lulessarii of Mardui wa.s first Acting Vali of Diavhekir, 
;.U(l iheu lumfirim I in the p) !. lie was eonsideivd hv both the British and French 
(’oie. iL to liavi* lelihevatelv hisiught about ihe inussacre.s whicli l<Jok place at 
Diarhekir on ihe M Novemol’i*. 18U.5. He not t-iily paid no ntleutkm to the reprcscii- 
lalio f of the IT ueh V 'U*-.'!, wlm pointed out the danger of the siluutioii, but even 
rcliiM-il hi^ nqiu's: lo vud i. iruavd to protect a Convent of Capuehiiis, and did not 
preveaJ the Kurils fiNtinatiaeklng the ITviielt Coibiilate. , , . 

'i'he e«‘iiq;lauits of the i*reneli Embassy liad at first no elTect, hut at last, in 
November 1W»>. a \« ar.s ivpii'sontatious, Kuis Pa-^ha was dismi-ssed at the recpiest 
of M. CuiuIm*!! and mv^clf. 1 fear that as he is supporteil by the Grand Vizier there 
is little elmnee of eauei'lUiig Ills nomination to llasmh, hut as Grcjit l|ritaiu hits special 
inlei-ests in that vilayet, I liava* thought it riglit to remxscut to rewlik Pasha that the 
apiKiiiitmeiit of so notorious a fuiietiouary cannot fail to have a deplorable euect, ami 
may bring alwiit slniined relutiuus l>etweon the British and Ottoman authuritie.s in the 
Persian Gulf. 

The new Vali of Adana, ilahri Pasha, is a mcniher of the great Kurdish family 
of Ala-ed-Din, Beys of Kliinis, and has eveu a worse record than Unis Pasha. Ho 


\ 

1 


was Mutossmif of Pma aud ot Simtari in ^iu ftom 1;^ oI 

cxpulU-d tor gross uuilpmoticos. 1“ ^ Irib^ Ho is a relative ol the 

gamhliug-housvs^tmm^^^^^^^^ - to Coi^tmitiuople 

?o?urari. iSail i r !■> kis house, and ‘“.-'i'-L'wL 

ate disposed to protest ' i.^u-innih states that his eoimmimty have no 

any active steps, .uu i Haliri I’asha. In Kurdistan lie would no doubt he 

partieularapprohensions resi ea^n^^^^^^^^^^^^ tu„„, 

a dangerons iVinS l«o i>l>eaks Armenian ilnentlv, mul 

commit every kind i f t! to the Armenians^ Though 

is helicied to 1)L, hki ma > „ot wimtiu" iu vigour and delermmutien. and is 

"rret t^iSvimi: tmmrds the foreign Con'’s«U. with whom he has generally been 
on good terms. j 

(Signed) I’lIIbll* CUlUlUv. 


No. HO. 

Sir V. Ciirri' Id Ihe Miiniuets of Soli’liury.—{llecmell March 21.) 

(No. Itia.) Conslantiiiopir, March 17. 18118. 

WITH reference to tny •‘‘■•njf 

M^e'UVmwnUntfms^^^^^ the eliition of a (haiek Catholic Vatriareh of 

Antiocii. I i,jivo, &e. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURIUL. 


liiclosure in No. 8fi. 

Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

7.) Damascus, March JJ, 1898. 

^^ir. , 4 1 V,. Tt fht* 17tli .Tulv, 1^97, reporting the 

WITH reference In my despatch No ni- of tlu >'< - ,.„,,iareh I have the 

Dhmpi’i).""»■ ’’"''■‘'nv 'be™ saueUoned Iw'tlw I'opi.'and. thereto" •. 

ihe ha.al oflleial Turkish Tat e« of ei.nsiderahlo 'importa'nee 

character, .mil a tendeiicv to fake actmii even m nuun-n* i 
without dulv reileeliiig on Ihe possible results of bis 

(Simicsl) ' ’'w. 8 . IIICHAUDS. 







No. S7. 


Sir P. Currif iv thf i\fnrifurAii of Snlhbury. —(Wfr'’ir^f/ yfufch *25.) 

(No. 7-2.) 

i'lN*loifr:»pl»i<;.) F. Cons/«n/»7io;i/i*, .\/ifrr« 25, 189S, 5V30 I’.M. 

! !! KAH tlmt the aiilhorit'n s ul liave issued n puhltc notice orderin'.; the 

itescrve.H to hold tlirmselves in iTjtdiiu'ss to he called out on emeri;i'ney. 

'I’liis infonnntioTi reoeheil nn* yesh*rday hy teleirriph tWmi Her Slnje.sty’s (* ins»U 
at Aleppo. 


No. ss. 

Sir /’. CurnV to ifu- Mitufiuss of StilUbunj.—{Urceivcil .W«rfA 2*'.) 

(No. 170.) 

.\ly liord, Co».sY«nh‘;io;j/(, .V//rc/i 10, 180 s, 

WITH reference t<i jny dc.spalch No. t»l of the Htli ultimo, I have the honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despateli which 1 have received 
from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kharpul, eontamiiif; details le-speclini:? the 
colloction of taxes in tin* Ca/.a of Kharpnt. 

I have, iVo. 

(Signal) rniLii* CLiuiu:. 


Inclosun* 1 in No. sH. 

VicfCotuut Fentunn to Sir P. Ciirrif. 

(No. s. Coiitidcntial.) 

Sir, Khiirinit, Fritruury 2 t, lS()s. 

1 IIAVK the honour to .suhmit, for the information of your K.NCclleney, the 
followini; stitistie.s (which I helleve to he correct) of a portion of the taxes collected 
in this district subsequent to the disturbances :— 

The total of taxes elainnal at Me/.rch for the Turkish fmaucial year 1313, i.t*., 
IVoin March 1607 to Man*!) IHOH, ligures at 0.S,50S pia:>tres, of which tlm Mussul¬ 
mans pay only ITvlOO pi.astres ; 12,037 piaslrea had been paid by the Christians 
Iteforc the hej^innin^ of last month, leaving a balance uf t0,1Gl piastres to their 
credit. The latter sum cou:prises H»,00() piastres due from Armenians wht» h.ave 
eiaigrated or niovcd after the tmohlcs, and from indigent widows and orphans; 
^,O(t0 piastres owi-d hy Armenian odicialK who migtil p.ay at once, and a residue of 
17,101 piastre.s, wliieli will with diiliculty Inr collected before the end of 1313. It 
may thus bo observed that the taxes claimed from the Mezreh .Vrmenums are six 
rimes as great as those !ovie<! from the .Moslems, although the former are, it ap|M?ar8, 
only 50 p<*r cent, more numerous. 

I have received a list in Tiirkisii of sixty«(hrce village.) in tills tieigldiourhood 
uliieh were nearly all plimilerei), and many of them Iniriied, together with the 
.urears of taxes einimetl Om* the twelve years 1300-1312. atid the arrears actually 
levied therein, aOcr the disturbances, during thcTurkisli ye;vr 1312. The total of 
mrcai:i demanded figured at 1,252,601 piastres, of wliicli 751,10!■ pi.astrcsi were paid, 
viy., considerably more than oae-half. 

The inclosed sample list of plundeied villagi's specifying the number of liousos 
dchlroycd. the arrears etaiined and the arrears extorted In each, may suliicc to show 
how llu* villagers, afti'r being plunderctl aiul in many eases left homeless, have heeu 
driven tt> sell their harvests and even their bedding—when not forcibly confi5catcd— 
in order to meet the eolleelorN* tleinauds. Thirteen years* arre.irs were claimed, 
not withstanding plunder, destruetion of property, minder td bread-winners, removal 
of fainnit's and the los'< of “koehaiis’’ or receipts for taxes paid during that 
perioil. 

In the village t»f Tadem—mentioned in the inclosed list* - |s,00t> ^>iaslrc.s avreais 
were being pri*ssed for two moatlis ago hy fiv; /Jiptiei.a and a zalnl, who live !— 
they and Cioir horses—at the vtllager.s’ ex|H!iise. A Icmling Armenian there luul, 
however, [ireservcd re<*eipts pnwiug that 0,500 piastres only rcsnalned owing by the 
entire village, lie brought the receipts to the Kunuk, but was infurmc<l that the 


■ • ....ir.. nf nxes levied at Tadem had been lost; but, by 

regisler eonUomiig the entrj > ■ „nectine the diseovery of the register 

hTfbing a eertain funet.onarv, he succeeded n ellMtmg tne c i^^ > conseqifently 

which testified to the "Vsn,, X villages .absurd 

reduced from K,,i .^ntielis whose chief source of livelihiKid 

,S|p,i) liiWliEI. A. TOTASA. 


luclosure 2 in No. HS. 


.\rfcar* U-vlcd 
'l'jrin;4 1312. 


Biimithaii .. 
Morvnik .. 


I al’bil \ 

< inrludini: ta* for > 

II ■* 


Sir P. CiimV 10 tho .U«n,i.™ of .S.i/is 6 «ry.-(R«rir«i Morel, 2ii.) 

(No. 173.) Cooflonlinopk, Morel, 21, IS'.IS. 

Y’ukvi^ the honour 

amo’nTIe MuLnb^ to Christians in that region, .and 

re|u>rting as to certain ollicials whose removal is 

iSigned) ’ I’lltl.ll’ Cl'lUUE. 


liielosutc in No. H9. 

Cojitahi Klliot to Sir P- f.Vrric. 

(No. 11.) I Vn, Fehnoiri/ 2S, 189S. 

1 HAVE the honour to reiinrl ‘|'“T 
ill-feeling among the lower stworthv, told me tlmt he was 

YXXXnmll'rl'Xrffi'SiJ -tassaere. This Turh 

irritation to the steps taken )S (.’i,„,..ii;.ition of the authorities, 

irdltical prisoners, and the eoiise,|m.nt • . .....vorsalion licre, but unless the 

Massacre is a sulhcientlv eommni ‘"I’"- ,liJi,osed will not venture to 

authorities are willing, the Mahommednns, howxwcr disposal, 

•listurh the peace. oin' here (lucslions the fact 

III Erzingiaii, and Saad-ud-Din I’asha, 1-crik in \nn. 












Tht'ordor maml.’iitud thniugliout ihi.s \ilayet last sun:incr, wlicn tlu' Mntioui- 
iiu'dans were ^really Irritated and alarmed, is a convineinj; j>r««r of thi’ perfect 
abilitv of tlic fioveriijnent to maintain security when so dispoM-d. 

f suspect (hat e. section of the oilleinh; here arc desirous of hrinj;in^ on another 
inassa<*re. hut unless (hey have the NU]i)]ort and (‘(mcurronce (jf the military authori¬ 
ties they enij «lo very little. 

Tin* (ir nera! Olliecr Coniinantling tin* division here ticnies the rumours that six 
liatlalions arc eoming !’• Van in Bj>ring, am) that all classe^ of the Wi* are to he 
called out, nr that tliet^ is any ren-'-oii for disquietude rcganling Armenlar. revolu¬ 
tionists n« (he frontier, or for atiy other reason wliatcvcr. 

Th'* eerih. Muiiu I’atdia, is hone;>i .tnd kindly, !»ut is old, and hu.s no energy or 
ability. Tlje (ienoral of Urigade, llusni I*usha, who cam<- liere from Sivr.s last 
antunin, and is, I believe, a partisan (>r Zckki Pash.a, c.iii, in iny opinion, i)rctt\ 
well liUM* his own w:iy in military niaiters. lie u|>pears to he able and energetic. 

The removal of Ih.* hjllowing ollleials v.ouhl l)e highly deaiiMl.lv. 

Actin;; Vnli .. .. .. .. .. Sliinkuht i'a*hn. 

Public I’rusL'CuU.r .. .. .. .. .. Ilatiidi Ib-y. 

Alatlicy., .. .. .. .. Imi ]i«-y. 

Sceotul Cuitiiiii'^-arv uf Piiltci- .. .. Iluoii Kir'titli. 

Hukb Muilir of Post* aiiil’lV]c;;ra]>li« .. ... llftos-in T.ib%iii KlTiriili 

Turkixli ('«tisul in Klx.i.AH Itsxi Pov. 

Tnu late Mayor of Van, Ghalib I’asha, and the present Mayor, Massan Pasha, 
are largely concerned in stirring up the Idackguard Muhominetlun clement on every 
opportunity. The former (‘uused 100 .VrmeniauK who had lied for refuge tu his house 
in .I line ISOG, to be taken out after lie had nlforded them asylum h)r two or tliree 
days, ami bulclicrcd it: e<dd blood. 

I do not Kusfiect f^limuslii Paslia of wishing to work on the fanatical feeling.s of 
the mol), hut with the many possildlities of trouble that exist here, a cool, capable, 
and strong man is most l■^;selit^ul as Vali. 

The Armenian |»co|:h' liv. In peril, and unle.ss pr<»j>cr measures arc taken, more 
particularly with rr.'irt! to l!»e Kurtl?, there is little liope for their future. 

I have, ^.^c, 

(Signed) G. S. KLLIOT. 


No. UO. 

air P. CurriV lo the Man^ucsn 0 / —{liecritrd .V«rc/i liS.) 

(No. 17 :..) 

My Lord, Con.stuiitinoplvj Mtirch tid, Ibl)'?. 

1 H.Wl! tl>e honour lo transmit to your I.ordshiii hercuith copies of two 
despatches which I have received from ller .Majc.sty’fi Vice-Consul n1 Kharput. 
The (ii-st tif thc.sf- despatches deals with the case of an Armenian named Ilailji 
Agi»j> (jharibiun, who wa.s mnslctl by urder of the Court of Cassation after acquittal 
liy tile ordinary Tribu.i.kl. !,» !k.s second despatch Mr. Fontana gives pariieulars 
rcspi.idng the ease oi tv.;: .iiinenian political prbom iv. uIto were sent from Kharput 
to .Nlortu) for trial. 

Acting on my Insiruciion.. i-.i Siavridis addressed Memoramia in Turkish on 
both lhe.se cubL.-v to die .Ministi 1 01 .lusliee. liis K.xcclleiicy replieil that die pro- 
etsluie which was hiring followed imd lieen ordered by a devree of the Court ol 
Ca>satiou. ami that lie could not inieri* re. ilowevirr, lie oriiered a telegram to be 
sent lo Mosul, uiging the imincdiali l.ml e.nd Hetdcmeiit of the case of the two 
Arim-i.iaiis. 

Itotii the Miiusier and cliiel cllarial.s i»f tin* .iliuistry of Justice gave uiisutis- 
iaetory e.xplanatioiis of dm reasons which induced the Court of Cassation lo order 
(diariliian’s second trial. In connection with the latter ease, .Mr. Stavridcs 
called on the First IVoenrciir-lii'mTal, w ho |irom sed to find the ilccree of the Court 
of Cassation, and to communicate lo Her .Map' -y’s Fmlmssy the dircisions of that 
Tribunal. 

1 ha • 

V -timd) FUIUP CUUUIM. 


.si 


Inclosurc 1 in No. !Hi. 

Firr-ronml Fonlrnm to air P. Currie, 

(No. (i.) Kharput, February 7,1898. 

I UAVN the honoov .o ropoH. S 

the following C.-.SC involving :i nrt’of Cassntii.n at Constiinlinoplc. 

either misinterprctcl or ignore. ' i^,,, native of Kara-Hiss-ar, in the 

..\n.Armenian name,1 lla.lj. Agoh.Xgatjnaui a , ^ 

Vilayet of Sivas, was last ' U \j„avin of tlie Proeureur-O.'m'r.al for 

for the mur.i. r of Malim.mil ^ 'I'lic live men in iiiicstion con- 

that ilisiriet, an.l Ilf ihat tliev weiv the real eriniinals, ami 

fcsse,l,i..thee....rse..rt .e.r Ina |«ing at the same time 

ju<lgnic..twasace..r.l.ngly passe.1 “P"" ■’'PIot,. ,lavs ^ater, moreover, the 

acipiittcl by ll.c Tnlmnal and sot = ‘ also rcle,ase.l in 

rtur''l/trBlM.eral‘T.m.mk7K^-"‘- t^e S.Ht.u. to Arnienim. political 

""^"The Court of Cassaliiin siihsenuciil (",'’'’"vid'enar am.rilm^ ilo'rTiig^ the 

Hadji Agidi Imd lieeii illegal v aeijiiitte.l Malmi.m.l Ncjih 

trial as to ills having used llireatening langn.ig . with .< ICarar" nr 

Etfen.ii prior to the latter s '• vue«l| 1997) aniuilling the verdict of 

.leeisinn, ilateil the Uli Lr Criniinal Coiml of Maaiii.mrct- 

“ Not Ondty pronounced by tlu ^l\.ls vmiri, iw. ,.nnveved thitlur under 

nl-Asir with instriieliims for ‘'S")’ , po kas now roiiiaiiicd 

arrest from Kara-llissar. and re rmiUit^Miaq^^^^^^^^^^^ 

bv tile Court .it Sivas lie wou <1 hiivt ’^1 , ' '^1,^ ^.ri,nL■; but the very Tact 

tile amnesty accorded to tlie to !iave cxcUidctl him 

of ids Imving been acquitted ot ,.„,i(luced in bu t, to his rcarrest. 

from fruition of that amnesty, and the event of tlic 

Aniele No. :il5 of Hie < t.U.man < ■ .In.nand aniinlment of the 

innocence ol the "'V ■ s„im.. wilii a view in insuring correct Icga pro- 

;r:; 

.. 

arresicil for, or charged witii that same " 'i-''y- ,„,.,.,.st and renewed trial ot 

■me Court of Cassation, m .JX'nde^^^ '>>■ “ 

Agoh Ciliarihian upon a charge "f ‘ ,,^(0.1 in direct contravention ol 

riamvi A^Udesr;:! i^:i.";rr:r'X!.i:;;ee'of rlinesty promi„gated hy -he 
(8iguil)'“'''’ ^‘liAl'lIAEL A. FONTANA. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 99. 

Ficr-C’owiul Fwiliiiiii I" iiir J’. Ciirnr. 

(No. 9.) Kbnrpul, Ftbritary 9(i. 18'Jb. 

*"■ «-m, u, rSlSiS'X” 

i)f the .'itli and 25tli instant, relative to . f . ( |,ave the honour to 

who have now been sent from ’'''“.‘’P*’.'‘ ' ii.i„|„,.n,ed acipiaintanee in this 

town, which may serve In tliiovv forlla i ligh 1 Armoniaii waleliniaker 

Nearly a year agn a h.mse J^'tardied i.y ^ pnliee. Ceruin 

named Kirkor and Ins son Ave.lis, was eiit lu iliseovered there, ns well as a few 
compromising newspapers appear to liave lieeii iliscovercii , 

[Ibi-Sj 










Inisincss letters addressed to Kirkor by Baj^dasar and Kc/ji Nl^dos, ol Kharput, 
with whom the watchmaker had for lonp past held commercial dealings. Kirkor 
and Ins son were immediately afterwards imprisoned, and without waiting for the 
said letters’ translation the .Mnslanlik at Mardin dispatched to Kharpnt a warraot* 
(dated the nth (2Slh) June, ISO/) for the “temporary arrest" of Nigdos and 
Bagdasar. 

M’he two men were thereupon apprehended, and remained in prison for eight 
months, without ‘Mstintak "or trial, up the 4lnie of their dcparlure, under police 
escort, for Mosul some eighteen days ago. 

The result of the impiiry made by the .Miistantik at Alardin inlt> the charge 
prcferi<'<l against Kirkor and Avedis was sent by,the I’nlilie Prosecutor at Diarbekir 
'.under ciwer, tlated the -Ith (IGth) June, 1H07) to the .Ministry of Justice, and lliorc 
•‘r'fcrrul to the Court of Cassation, whose decision (<laleil the 2ail September), 
deereeing that the case should be tried at Mosul, was t*ominiifiiiMle(! to the Judicial 
:iaihiinties of that town. 

Article No. Hi) of the tHtunnui Criminal Co<l«‘ specilics that a warran* mr 
temporary arrest shall only l.•xlcn^l to thirty days'tletention, .and that no person 
•uTcsled under such a warrant simll be detainctl for irnue lliaii thirty tlavs widiniit 
•jiidergoing an '• Istintak ”—examination by the Alustancik or Juge innslruerimi. 

Nigtx»s and Bagdasar, iluring llieir eight months’ imprisonment, eompl.ained to 
llie local aulhorilies, and also telegraphed to the Ministry i»l‘Justice on the 11th 
(2Jlrd) November and the 2.7th Kiamm-i-Kvel (fith .lannaryj, siibmittiv.g tin* illegality 
of their prolonged arrcKt. I heg lierewith to inclose copy, with translation, of the 
former telegram. 

No compromising dcKUiments scorn to have been discovered either in their 
hotise.s or personal p.ossi'ssion. and the Judicial lnspcett»rs eonseipumtly wrote, 1 am 
iiiforn.ctl, to tlie Ministry of Justice on the 0th (isth) N«.'vember last reporting the 
absence of cvhlcnce against the uecusc<l. and recommending iheir release. Thai 
reeommeiulation, however, has not hitherto been acted upon. 

Bagdasar is sai«l to l>e iijjvvanls of DO year.s of age. and the fifteen o.iys* 
journey t<» .Mo.sul at lids season of the year i.s scarcely ealculalod to prolong 
his life. 

I have, 

(Signed) llAPiiAKI, A. l-ONTANA. 


fnolovuir in No. Oil. 

Ti'lfijmin iidiirtsSfi/ hit XifjO'H mid llmjdumr to t/te Mini/flt r oj Juxtirc. 

('rr.iuslalion.) 11 (.Vorcf/iAer 23, 1897). 

IN conseijuencu of the issue by the .Mustaiitik at Mardin of u temporary 
arrest warrant, we have boon detained for the last six montli.s, without “ Istintak,” hi 
the Madmouret*ul-.\/.iz prison. Under pretext uf the non.arrival tif the do.ssiert 
-mbmitted to the .Ministry of Justice by the Diarbekir Ibiblie Prosecutor by Takrir 
No. ()3, dated the ilh (Kith) June hast, our petitions have met with no result, and 
\vc theriTore appeal to your Kxeellency’s mcr<*v, and beg for our release. 

(Signed) NIUOOS. 

Ji\Gl)AS.\U. 


No. BX. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marifuesa of Sitlixhttnj. —(/iVce/ivf/ March 28.) 

(No. 170.) 

My Lord, Conxtuniiuoidr, yfarth 24. IHOS. . 

I IIAVK the honour to forward to your lordship Jienwvith copies of despatches 
whicli I have received from Her Majesty's ViccXiiuaul at Adana ic-specling the 
state of affairs in tliat vilayet. 

I have, A:e. 

(SigiUHl) PHILIP CUHKIB. 


* .Ma«rakut«i'Tcikif Mes«k( ;ri!. 
f CoBtaiain? ihv MuiUntik'B Hvporu 
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Inolosurc 1 in No. 91. 

Major .Vfn,My to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 10.) Hamidieh. near .Idniia, Pehruarij 28, 1808. 

I 11 SVK tho linnoiir to inform your Excellency that I have thia day completed 
I tour of inapectiou in the Iljehcl Herekct district of my province visiting Kklicr,, 
'islahif', Djcliel thh-fikct, returning liy ’I'elnik Xlerjiimcn and Nnjarh, ni tlio 1 ayas 

■'"‘"ram .dad to repnrl ih.at I fntnid .all going <inictly, tlie O.iveriimcnt .illlcials 
.lisnlavin.rltt present a desire to satisfy the Christiaa pilialiitaatS. It appears that 
siriVt iirdJrs to this clfcet have licen received fram (’niistantimiple , • ,1 „ 

’I'here is a general feelitig prevailing that war with Uiissia will lirenk out m the 
siiriiiL' Kvcrvwhcre I was askial if this was likely. lU Kkhra the Clmsii.ins 
iliformeil me that tin' .Moslems had told them this, and that they said they wmild then 
fill nil their throats throngluuit the country. . • i «• i »ni 

‘ The (Jovernment nnioiMs display :i desire to gam hiiglands tneiidslup. and tcii 
me that this is wh.at they now desire. 1 reply Hint we have 

rurkev. If a slight estrangement ha<l l>ocn observed it was I urK<.\ s l.uill 
. str inirins. ns hv'harliarons and niicivilimi acts, and Iiy eonrlniK otlvr alliaiiees. 
NViw iTiat the Civenniient was ilispleying a .lesire Pi govern lairly. we sh.inld not 

'''”’';?:lrp<^l’vttails evervwnere. The Moslems are groaning under the 
Imrden nf tLation as innch as the (Ihristians. Kaiaiiie prices prevail this year, and 

1 aiiYiskul when all ^ distrilmteil relief, ami spoke seriously to the 

fomm.ander of the soldiers as to his duty ni prcveiiling iiicursiniis on < hrislmn 
landi. One man was hcntcii while plnjghnig in a held the day I was there. set t 
the "iiard to seiv.e the olleiider, hut as he eoiild not he liiniid 1 said th.it the 
Miikhtar must lie made rcspoiisilile, and, il necessary, reniiived to .\dana. h.nl 
.alreadv spoken of this to the Vnli, ami shall do so again when I seii J 

•lays. 1 shall Imvc a few head Moslems removed if ncccsstir), and llicn all will bt. 

have personally asccrlalncd that the Christians are In possession of their lands 
in Che TVhok Merjumet. neighlionrhootl. amt that no real eanse of eomplanit exists 

^*'””’lnViX'"ith a go<xl prospect at present for the eomiiig harvest, I am glad to he 
.uile to reiHirt au improved and improving coinlitimi in the s.intliern parts <if tins 
vTavot The one thing needful is money, and that is uiilnrtiniatclj sc.irtc. lUtcr 
n V l“sit to Ilndiin district, shortly, 1 shall have visitc.l all the important parts of 
t^^^s pnwdnec, and shall have lieei. able tn give ynnr l.'.xeelleney my personal 

"’"“Thci^’:t:; amt!:m:Tnmn!;irs every where of the calling nut ..f the Resetwe, and 
of a likely war with Rtissia. This idea has siircad rnpiilly. and has now lieeonio 

I have, .kc. 

(Sigiusl) T. 11. II. M.kSSV. 


Tnolosiire 2 in No. ill. 

Major Mumj to Sir P. Currie. 

.WiniH, March 9, 1898. 

TllEllB is a plan, adopted recently hy the (iiiveniment of this vilayet, of 
sending .Vrniciiians to Sclefkid for trial from all other parts ol the I'tovntCY 

1 have my suspicions that this is liecausc the place is m a somcwlmt remote 
Khd navisited part, so that aitciitioa is not thus dr.iwn to their injustices. 

1 am therefore asking the Vali for an cxplaimtionnf the reason, and at tlies.i no 
time I shall endeavour to find time slnirtly to visit helcfkie, and thus dispel tho 
illusion that it is in a forgotten part of litu world to me. 

1 sliall then again report to your Excellency on this subject. 

I Imvc, lie. 

(Signed) 1’. H. 11. MASSY. 









^o. 1)2. 

Sir P, Currie to the y(urtiucs.s of Salisbury.—{Rcceh etl March 2'*.) 


<No. 177.) 

My Lord, ConsUmtinople, ^f(lrch 21, ISOS. 

I MAYK the huiionr to forward to your L)rdshi|) lierowith copy of a desputcli 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kh.irput i‘cspecting the 
.'illcgctl arbitrary ;icli<in of the Mulcsiiarif of Malatia. 

I have, &c. 

(Sis^ned) VlIILIP CLiuaE. 


Ineiosurc in No. 02. 

Vice-Consul Fontana to Sir P. Carrie, 

(No. 10.) 

^ Kharput, iV«rc/j 9, 189S, 

NN ITII reference to iny telegrams to your Kxcelleney of the 2nd and 3rd instant, 
rejiorling that the dismissal of the Mutessarif of Malatia depended upon the re^iiilt 
of an inquiry to be made there into alleged arbitrary .action taken by him, T now 
have the honour to rejmrt the eireumslaiices which appear to have rendered such 
inquirv nnavoid.ible. 

'I'he Assistant Public Prosecutor at Malatia is SJiid to have u}>uniy expressed 
his tloiibts as to the veracity of the tradition i>r the Prophet’s miraculous riilo from 
Medina to .Jerusalem in one night, and of his subsequent ascension to Heaven on 
horseback. The .Mutessarif, who seems to Imvc been at no time very friendly 
towaids the Assistant, accused him, thereupon, of iiiipicly, and ordered him to 
be banished to Aleppo “lor his own good.” 'rhe MuliasselH^ji of Malatia, who is 
at present at Mezreh, recounts that the Assistant Prjjciircur-dener.al was plaee<l 
upon a horse, and his feet lie<l under the saddle-girllis to prevent his escape during 
his journey under |H>liee escort to Aleppo ; and thal the mother of the accused, upon 
.scciijg her s<»n's plight, fell down-htairs with grief and broke her log. 

The town of Malatia is a centre of many factions, and the .Mutessarif would 
appear to have matle many enemies llicre. A telegram, costing 7 Turkish liras, was 
recently wired, 1 am told, l<» the Pal.aee by certain odieers and other Mussulmans 
of I hat town eomplaining of his maladministration, and in exiling a Judicial 
functionary upon so slight a pretext, without instnicliond from the Vali, he ma\ he 
said to h.ave widely overstepped the bounds of Ids atilliority. 

Judicial inspectors, now at Diarbekir, have liceii ordered to proceed to 
Malatia with a view of investigating the res)Hmsil)ility devolving upon the Mutessarif 
and the Assistant in connection with the latter’.s exile. 

I have, Amj. 

(Signed) UAPUAEl. A. FONTANA. 


No. 93. 

The Murtpuss of SaH'fbuTy to Sir P. Currit, 

(No. 73.) 

I .i.xfT, . , Foreign Office, March 

it-eeived your KxecUeney’s despatch No. 16d of the intli instant, 
reporting the appointments of new Vaiis of Van, Konlah, llasrah, and Adana. 

lOur ropresenbitions to tlie PorU? |>ointing «»ut the objections to Fids Pasha’s 
apiKuntment as Vali of Pasrah arc apprtwed. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) .SALfSlJUltV. 


Sir P. Currie lo lie Marquess of Salisbury.—(Rueiued March 29.) 


(No. 179.) Constantinople, March 21, 1898. 

‘Xc^lNG upon the anthoriz^on co..v;^ed^ jour «]^of 

the 6th December last, I J,,..,! m.\5riti8h subjects during the massacres 

"SS phrn ctsL^bmpTe " August I 89 I should be paid out of the Greek war 

Tlds'-doeument of which I have the Immmr to tnm.mt ''^yJX't’sTo'bem: 

i,:rri:^rs i 

S, il“ thal.'“^ .he note is no longer identic, heintends to introduce 

some cliaiiges into it. j 

(Signed) Plin.ll’ CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 94. 

Identic Note Verhale. 

forme I’ohjct dc la note collective “‘'■'“’“f’; 1’“' , j ' 1 ., respunsabUitd eiicouruc 

27 Aoat, 1896. nc hus-senl nudheureusement ai eun ^ ^ivt.ioments et Ics 

par le,s autorites. I.our ndghgenee a 'ht^; cl mrdditier lea coupablea. 

mesurcs udcessaircs nont pas '■'jj;.^ ° * le Gouverncmeut Impdrial se trouve 

U Sublime l one vondn. A" & Anue.s .|ui onl droit i la protection 

s. M*,i< ... aSlTiK-—S: 

1896, unc note collective precisaul lea prejudices eausC-s a acs iiiitioiu.us, ira 
t;t-;^'C=erar5et :i:iiS:‘ “indeninit'u don. ^.Ic a pris aoiii de vOrifier 

'■T-rtsado de ^ Mroestd 

ue soil, comme elle, disirt'use '■t “^,1. „u'ii ya lien d’examiiicr d’uii eoiiiiiiuii 

Conslantir.jple, le 21 Mars, 1808. 













^0 


No. 9.*), 

.ViV P. Otrrie to the ^f(tr^uess of SoUsburif.—{Peceieed yfnrch 29.) 

(No. 180. Confidential.) 

My LonI, Cyn.vt;/«//na;;/c, yfarch 2t, 1898. 

WITH rofcrcncc lo iny immccliatciy preceding dc.'Spatch, 1 have the honour to add 
(hu rollowiiig i-xpIanutionK of tlio delay in sending in the note l erhnlp duinanding that the 
claims for losses urUi.ig out t)l the cvtiits at CoJistaiiiinojdL- in 1890 should Iw p.aid out of 
the Greek war indemnity. 

On the ivrcipt of your l.ordship's iclcgrain 'So. <17 of the fitli December, I did all 
III my power to induce iny colleague', to agree to an idcnlit ivpicsenuaion to the Porte. 
The 1‘rcnch Charge il’AfFaires di’cvv tip ihu drall of mi identic note, svhieh the Ainbussadors 
declared hud their persuiiul .ipproval, lUhoa^h .dl hul. invsolf fell obliged to submit the 
text to their Governments. 

Alter some delay, It was uiuli‘i>Lood ihui all of my colleagues, including .M. Jndowsky, 
the Russian Charge d’AlTaij*ch, had receivctl authority to present the note, with the 
exception of tlie Gcriiian .\ml>as!»a<lor, who ki pt us wailing for several weeks longer 
l>efoiX’ he nnnounci'rl that he had received the necessary pennlssion from Herlin. At lust 
it was agreed, at n meeting licld in tile e.irly [lart of this inomh, that we should all send 
in thy note on the 9th March, and tlie matter apneared settled, Rut the next day 
M. Zinoview wrote to Haron Calico a« Doyen, saying that hu had aete<l under a misappre¬ 
hension. On Rturniiig home he had discovered that he hud no authority to join in any 
such demand ns that which we proposed to address to the Porte, and, further, that 
M. Jadowsky had never tvfeircil the mutter to 8t. Pelershuigh, ns he was siippoced to 
have (lone. We therefore agreed to u further delay while .M. Zinovlew submitted the 
jiroposed note to hU Government, wlilch ho dccliircd lie could not do by telegraph. .Vftcr 
some ten days had ota|xsed, he staled tlial the result of his application wa?. tliat he liad 
been forhidden to join in our demand. 

The Fiencli and Italian Amlmss<idors and niysolf then agreed to send in the note in its 
original form. The Austrian Amlxissjidor states that he hopes to send it in, hut willi some 
modifications. 1 have not yet learnt the intentions of the Germnu Amhassador. 

The note only deals with losses suIVcrcd in Constantinople, hnl contains a reserve as 
to similar damago sustained in Anatolia. 

The Frenwi Emhas.sy intcml to immediately send in n second note claiming similar 
conn)ensation for these damages, which, in their case, a»x- wry eonsiderahle, jw many 
religious establishments under I'rcneli protection in Anatolia siifrcred scvcrelv. 1 also 
jnopose to address n supplementiry note presenting the few elaiuia concerning British 
subjects in Asia Minor, wliicli I have ali'e;idy had the liuaour to submit to your 
lx)i'dsbip. 

1 have, &c. 

(.Signed) PIULIP CURUIB. 


No. 96. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Sitlisburi/.-^{Jieceiced .Sfarch 29.) 

(No. 181. Conlidential.) 

My Coimtimtinoiiht Af«rc/i 21, 1808. 

\\ ITII reference to my despatciies numbered 179 end 180 of this day relative to the 
demand for payment out of the Greek war indemnity of the sum cluimud on behalf of 
Rrilish subjects for losses sustained during the massacres, I have tlie honour to point out 
that this demand will probably he refused or disregarded by the Porte, which has already 
repudiated any res|K)nsihility whatever for the claims in ((uestiun. 

1 would therefort* submit to your Lordship that, if possible, steps should he taken to 
attach so much of the fuiuKs advanced fur payment of the Greek war indemnity as will bo 
sufBcienl to cover the amount clwmed by Her .Majeslyks fiowrmncnl and the French 
Govermneut on behalf of their subjects. 


As Buarantors of the loan, the two Powers would appear entitled to ‘aj'o “ ®“P' 
and unleM it is taken, there is little probability of the claims ever being 

The amount of our claim for losses in Coiistantioople alonc^is mrer 30,000). 

(Signed)'"'"''’ PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 07. 

Sir P. Carrie lo Ihc Marquas of .S»/i>6urj/.—(Rfceife,) March 23.) 

‘rm"; ’'lli-n 1 P Coarlanlhoplc, March 21), ISOR, S-50 P.sr 

T'sending home by next mcsseiigcr ^ 
mentioned hv Mr. Stevenson in his iiue.stion of the - Hli .March. 

T’he letter has only just been communieateil to me. 









